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Police still 
nabbing 
drunk drivers 

warning Despite repeated 
warnings, Halifax Region¬ 
al Police say they are still 
catching dozens of people 
drunk behind the wheel 
as the holiday party 
season rages on in HRM. 

In a release issued 
Wednesday, police said 
they had charged a total 
of 61 people in its jurisdic¬ 
tion with impaired 
driving since Nov. 26. 
Three 24-hour 
suspensions have also 
been issued, said the 
release. 

Police have been 
conducting check points 
throughout HRM as part 
of Operation Christmas, a 
program aimed at 
preventing the spike in se¬ 
rious accidents that 
occurs eveiy year during 
the holiday season. 

According to police, the 
checkpoints will continue 
through into the new 
year. metro Halifax 
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Happy Holidays 


Metro will resume pub¬ 
lishing Monday, Jan. 4. 


Holiday Guide pg 21 
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Fire devastates family 

Help 


pouring 

infer 

victims 
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PHILIP CROUCHER 

philip.croucherQmetronews.ca 


A firefighter walks near a burnt-out back window of a Cowie Hill townhouse early Wednesday morning. A family of five managed to 
escape from the blaze however their dog was killed in the fire. 

Cowie Hill dan loses home, dog just before Christmas 


“This is the worst time. But now we move 
forward, I guess. That’s all we can do.” 

Joe Keizer, father 


PHILIP CROUCHER 

philip. croucher(ametronews.ca 


A family of five is trying to 
pick up the pieces this hol¬ 
iday season after tire 
destroyed their home ear¬ 
ly Wednesday morning. 

The couple and three 
daughters escaped injuiy as 
fire heavily damaged their 
rental townhouse at 19 
Shepherd Rd., which is lo¬ 
cated in Cowie Hill. 

“You always see it on the 
news — a family losing 
their house this time of 
year,” the father, Joe Keizer, 
told Metro at the scene. 
“This time it happened to 
us” 

Halifax Regional Fire and 
Emergency Service 

spokesman Capt. Dave Mel- 


drum said they were called 
to the blaze at 4:47 a.m. and 
“encountered heavy fire on 
both the ground and upper 
level of the end unit.” 

Fire was also extending 
out the roof, but Meldrum 
said within 40 minutes fire¬ 
fighters were able to get the 
blaze mostly extinguished. 
They also stopped the fire 
from seriously damaging 
the vacant house that ad¬ 
joined it. The cause hasn’t 
been determined. A hand¬ 
ful of nearby homes were 
evacuated as a precaution. 

“They did a great job get¬ 
ting in there quickly,” Mel¬ 
drum said of firefighters. 


“The good news is the fami¬ 
ly had already left the struc¬ 
ture. They were outside 
when we arrived.” 

Keizer said his oldest 
daughter, 13-year-old 
Myranda, first noticed the 
flames and yelled “fire” 
from her first-floor bed¬ 
room. She then ran and 
woke eveiyone up. 

“I saw the fire and they 
ran out,” Keizer said. “I 
tried to put a blanket over 
it because it wasn’t huge at 
the time. The blanket 
didn’t work so I ran out.” 

The family then called 
for its three-year-old dog 
Coco, but to no avail. 


“I tried to go back in and 
at that time, everything 
was just in flames in a mat¬ 
ter of seconds,” he recalled. 
“It was full of smoke. I took 
one breath and I couldn’t 
breathe anymore. So I ran 
out the door and the flames 
chased me out the door, 
right over my head.” 

Police said the dog did die 
in the fire. Keizer said they 
also “lost absolutely eveiy- 
thing” inside, including 
Christmas gifts bought for 
their daughters — Myran¬ 
da, nine-year-old Alexis and 
four-year-old Lacey. 

“This is the worst time,” 
said Keizer, who doesn’t 
have rental insurance. “But 
now we move forward, I 
guess,” he then added. 
“That’s all we can do.” 

WITH FILES FROM RYAN TAPLIN 


blaze Offers of donations 
have begun pouring in 
for the Cowie Hill family 
who lost their home by 
fire early Wednesday 
morning. 

The Salvation Army 
Family Resource Centre 
in Spryfield is main base 
for those looking to 
assist. Lieut. Rob Jeffery, a 
pastor at the resource 
centre, said calls of help 
started coming in soon af¬ 
ter the fire happened and 
continued throughout 
the day. 

“Most are just offers of 
help right now,” Jeffery 
said. “It’s been both com¬ 
panies and individuals.” 

Jeffrey said they were 
accepting offers of dona¬ 
tions all day Wednesday, 
and will do so again on 
Monday. The Sobey’s in 
Spryfield is also accepting 
monetary donations, with 
CTV reporting last night 
they gave the family a 
$500 gift certificate for 
food as well. 

After the fire happened, 
the Canadian Red Cross 
immediately came to the 
scene to provide the fami¬ 
ly with emergency 
accommodations and 
food, along with replace¬ 
ment clothing, blankets 
and personal care items. 



CHRISTMAS 
WEEK 
s SPECIALS! 


Ship lobster or seafood overnight 
to family, friends or clients! 


'All Specials While Quantities Last. 


‘Tttan&et: cpacc 2.otality, Service, 'Vaniety and *Vatue 194%. 


Fisherman's Market 607 Bedford Hwy. 443-3474 • HOLIDAY HOURS: Today 9-5, Christmas Day Closed, Boxing Day 9-5, Sunday 11-6 


SUPER LIVE LOBSTER SPECIALS (2 CLAW) - Sale Starts Today! 


Commercial Grade 

Jumbos (4lb+) Marketsize (1 -1.51b Avg) 


4.491b 


4.991b 


Choice Grade 

(1-1.5lb Avg) 

5.991b 


#1 Quality Hardshells 
Premium Grade 

6.491b (1-2lb Avg) 


E PAGE 6 FOR MORE GREAT SEAFOOD SPECIALS! • WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 



FISHERMAN’S 
MARKET 

-EST. 1948- 

Fine Quality Seafood & Lobster 
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COUPON 



RECEIVE 
A FREE 


10 


I WITH A PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE 1 



UP TO 


WEEK 


SALE 50 


% 

OFF 


PRiCESiN EFFECT FROM 
SATURDAY/ DECEMRER 26 TO 
THURSDAY, DECEMRER 31,2000 

While quantities last. 
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Prices do not include applicable sales taxes. *Our Regular Price. **Discounts apply to our regular prices on all merchandise purchased by seniors and their accompanying 
family members with a valid Shoppers Optimum Card®. Excludes sale items, prescriptions, insulin, products with codeine, tobacco products (where applicable), prestige 
cosmetics and fragrances, newspapers, stamps, passport photos, lottery tickets, event tickets, Life Experiences®, transit tickets and passes, electronic gift cards, prepaid 
phone cards and milk in Atlantic provinces. Discounts may not exceed $50. See cashier for details. ® 911979 Alberta Ltd. tWhile quantities last. Offer valid on the purchase 
total of eligible products after discounts and redemptions and before taxes. Excludes prescription purchases, products with codeine, tobacco products (where applicable), 
prestige cosmetics and fragrances, stamps, passport photos, lottery tickets, event tickets, transit tickets and passes, electronic gift cards, Life Experiences® packages, 
prepaid phone cards and Shoppers Home Health Care locations. Offer valid Thursday, December 31, 2009 only. Coupon will be accepted until January 21, 2010. 

See cashier for details. ® 911979 Alberta Ltd. 


DRUG MART 


SELECTED FRAGRANCES 

Selection may vary by store. 


SELECTED 
FRAGRANCE SETS 


THE COLOR WORKSHOP or QUO 

COSMETIC SET 
Selected Types 


SELECTED MEN’S HEALTH & BEAUTY SELECTED WOMEN’S HEALTH & BEAUTY 


GIFT SETS 


GIFT SETS 


SAVINGS 


OF 


DAYS 


SIX 


each 


each 


2X ULTRA 

CONCENTRATE 

LAUNDRY 

DETERGENT 

(2.12L) or 

FABRIC SOFTENER 

(1.33L) 

Selected Types 


each 


PANTENE 

SHAMPOO or 
CONDITIONER 
200mL 

Selected Types 
While Quantities Last 
No Rainchecks. 


LIFE BRAND 

ANTISEPTIC 
MOUTHWASH (1L) or 


LUBRIDERM 

LOTION (480mL), 

OLAY FACIAL 
CLEANSER or 
QUENCH PRODUCTS 
Selected Types 
& Sizes 


NATURAL 
INSTINCTS, 
NICE’N EASY 

ROOT TOUCH-UP, 

L’OREAL FERIA 

NATURAL MATCH 
HAIR COLOUR 
Selected Types 


I i' : v"-uv. 


Lubriderm 

.^lar&ssK 


H: v 


TOOTHPASTE 
(85mL - 130mL) 
Selected Types 




KODAK Cl 80 

10.2 MEGA PIXEL 3x OPTICAL 
ZOOM DIGITAL CAMERA 


SELECTED 

BOXED CHOCOLATES 


TOM TOM 

ONE 140S GPS 
. Text to Speech 
• 3.5 inch Display 


SELECTED CHRISTMAS 
LIGHTS or DECOR 


SELECTED CHRISTMAS 
BOXED CARDS or WRAP 


SANYO XACTI 
VPC-E2 

8.0 MEGA PIXELS 
5.0x OPTICAL ZOOM 
WATERPROOF DIGITAL 
MOVIE CAMERA 


SELECTED 

LICENSED PRODUCTS 


SELECTED 2010 WALL 
CALENDARS 


Neutnogena Men —— 

f® 


SELECTED ELECTRONICS 


SELECTED TOYS or GAMES 
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Local 



Grit slams Tories over lobster fishing 

Halifax West MP Geoff Regan is criticizing the federal Conservative government for 
what he deems the “neglect and mismanagement” of the lobster fishing industry. The 
Liberal MP said the government isn’t doing enough to help those in the lobster fishery, 
which he described as being in a crisis. He said the current program offered by the gov¬ 
ernment “eliminates 80 per cent of the fishermen and bases compensation on 2008 
landings of other species.” He said that needs to be changed. metro Halifax 



AWARDS 

ME TRO INTERNATIO NAL 

NEWSPAPER 
OF THE YEA R 

2009 Festival of Media Awards 


m.metiwiews.ca 

m 

Scan this barcode for more Local 
news on your smartphone. 

Learn how to scan the barcode with 
the instructions at the top of this page 


HlNl cases 
decreasing 
in N.S. 


Flu Outbreak 


illness Nova Scotia contin¬ 
ued to see a steady decrease 
in HlNl activity across the 
province last week. 

The Department of 
Health Promotion and Pro¬ 
tection reported Wednes¬ 
day there were no new hos¬ 
pitalizations due to HlNl 
and no new lab-confirmed 
cases of the virus reported 
between Dec. 13 and 19. 

As of Saturday, the 
province had distributed 
enough vaccine to 
immunize 63 per cent of 
the population, or about 
590,000 people. In anticipa¬ 
tion of a possible third 
wave of the HlNl pandem¬ 
ic in the new year, officials 
are still encouraging people 
to get vaccinated if they 
haven’t already done so. 

METRO HALIFAX 


metr@news.ca 

WHAT’S ONLINE TODAY 



Video Canadian soldiers in 
Afghanistan gather for Christ¬ 
mas dinner far from home at 
metronews.ca/canada 
Video The Canadian Press 
names Stephen 
Harper its 
Newsmaker of 
the Year at 
metro 
news.ca/ 

Canada 


Lotteries 


Lotto 6/49:1,5, 9 , ll, 22 & 38. Bonus 27. 
These results are not official 


ADVERTISE TODAY! 

1 888 91 metro (63876) 


Charges laid in west-end shooting 

Police arrest two males despite lack of co-operation from victim 



Halifax Regional Police walk out of the Petro Canada on Bayers Road Tuesday afternoon. A man 
who suffered a gun shot wound minutes earlier walked to the station to have someone call police. 


A day in court 


PHILIP CROUCHER 

philip. croucher@ metronews.ca 


Two men are facing 
charges including 
attempted murder in rela¬ 
tion to a shooting in west- 
end Halifax Tuesday after¬ 
noon. 

Jermaine Beals, 25, and 
Alexander Downey, 28, 
were arrested on Owen 
Drive in Dartmouth around 
midnight yesterday, about 
11 hours after a 23-year-old 
man was shot in the face in¬ 
side the Bayers Park Apart¬ 
ments at 6969 Bayers Rd. 

Police spokesman Const. 
Brian Palmeter said 
Wednesday the victim still 
isn’t co-operating with 
them, but they were able to 
make the arrests based on 
evidence found at the 
scene. 

“Through the course of 
the investigation, we were 
able to retrieve evidence to 
allow for the suspects to be 
identified,” Palmeter said. 
“I can’t get into specifics 
about it, but basically it was 
solely on the efforts of the 
officers involved.” 


• Jermaine Beals and Alexan¬ 
der Downey, both of Dart¬ 
mouth, made a brief appear¬ 
ance Wednesday in Halifax 
Provincial Court. They're each 
facing charges of attempted 


murder and weapons-related 
offences. The case has been 
held over until Thursday for a 
show cause hearing. Both were 
remanded to the Burnside jail. 
• Beals is no stranger to the 


court system. In February, 2007 
Beals was sentenced to 28 
months in prison for aggravat¬ 
ed assault. Three years earlier, 
he was handed a $300 fine for 
assaulting a peace officer. 


Police were called to the 
nearby Petro Canada on 
Bayers Road at 1:32 p.m. 
| Tuesday after the victim 
I went inside the store and 
° told staff he had been shot. 
= Police believe the shoot- 
* ing took place minutes ear¬ 
lier at the apartment com¬ 
plex behind the gas station. 

Palmeter said the victim 
suffered an “apparent sin¬ 
gle gunshot wound” in a 
common area inside the 
multi-level complex. 

Palmeter would only say 
the victim’s injuries were 
non-life threatening. 

But Fairview resident Bri¬ 
an Clark told Metro he saw 
a man with a cut on his face 
walking in the opposite di¬ 
rection towards the gas sta¬ 
tion. 

“When I looked at him I 
thought it was just a cut on 
the side of his face. He must 
have gotten winged or 
something (by the bullet),” 
Clark said, adding blood 
was coming down his shirt. 

Palmeter said the victim 
is known to them and this 
wasn’t a random act. He 
said police have yet to deter¬ 
mine a motive. 


Pre-trial date set for woman in 
multi-vehicle Cole Harbour crash 


MONIQUE MUISE 

monique.muise@metronews.ca 


A pre-trial date has been 
set in the case of a Cole 
Harbour woman charged 
in connection with a fatal 
car accident last summer. 

Beverlee Russell, 54, was 
not present at Wednes¬ 
day’s scheduled appear¬ 
ance. Her lawyer, Pat 
Atherton, spoke on her be¬ 
half and agreed to a date of 
Feb. 19 for a pre-trial hear¬ 


ing, which will narrow 
down the issues and the 
list of witnesses in the case 
before a formal trial date is 
set. 

Russell is facing multiple 
charges, including 

manslaughter, in connec¬ 
tion with two separate ac¬ 
cidents on Aug. 3 in Cole 
Harbour. 

She allegedly drove away 
from the scene of the first 
collision before causing a 
second, multi-vehicle crash 
that claimed the life of 57- 



Beverlee Russell, 54, in this file 
photo from her first court ap¬ 
pearance back in August. 


year-old retired teacher 
Gary Pfinder and seriously 
injured two others. 

Police allege alcohol was 
a factor in both accidents. 

Russell was arrested and 
charged on Aug. 10. 

The next day, a judge or¬ 
dered her to undergo a psy¬ 
chiatric assessment to de¬ 
termine if she is mentally 
fit to stand trial. It was de¬ 
termined she was, and she 
has since been released on 
recognizance with condi¬ 
tions. 


Atlantic Vision ferry back in the water 


repair Marine Atlantic said 
the ferry Atlantic Vision re¬ 
turned to service Wednes¬ 
day after the completion of 
repairs to a hole in the 
stem. 

The vessel was about to 
tie up in Port aux Basques, 


N.L., on Tuesday when 
strong winds pushed it into 
the dock. The bump tore a 
hole in the stem about five 
metres above the water line 
and scraped the tail fin. 

There were no injuries. 

Marine Atlantic said the 


ferry would be returning to 
full service Wednesday 
when it makes a crossing 
from Newfoundland to 
North Sydney. 

Meanwhile, the ferry Leif 
Ericson will remain in serv¬ 
ice at least until Thursday to 


clear any backlog in drop 
trailer traffic. 

METRO HALIFAX 


ShareYourViews 

halifaxletters@metronews.ca 


News in brief 


ACCIDENT A 22-year-old 
woman was taken to hospital 
with non-life-threatening 
injuries after Halifax Regional 
Police say she was struck by a 
car on Barrington Street at 
Green Road. The 49-year-old 
male driver was issued a ticket 
for failing to yield to a pedes¬ 
trian in a crosswalk. 

METRO HALIFAX 


CHRISTMAS 

SAIB 


MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 
<& Gear.at GREAT Prices! 

HALIFAX 

FOLKLORE CENTRE 


1528 Brunswick St. 
422-6350 

Located just off Spring Garden Rd. 



www. hal if axfol klorecentre.com 
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East Coast Music Awards, Festival and Conference tickets available 

Tickets for the 2010 East Coast Music Awards, Festival and Conference taking place March 4 to 7 in Sydney are now on sale. Tickets are being sold through Ticket- 
Pro and Reservatech (ticketpro.ca and reservatech.net) as well as in person at Centre 200 and the Membertou Trade and Convention Centre, cape breton post 


Mayor looks back at years of highs, lows 

Peter Kelly discusses HRM's progress after almost a decade as city's top politician 


MONIQUE MUISE 

monique.muise@metronews.ca 


It’s been nearly 10 years 
since Peter Kelly first sat 
down behind the mayor's 
desk in HRM. Three munic¬ 
ipal elections, two devas¬ 
tating storms, billions of 
dollars in infrastructure in¬ 
vestment and one gigantic 
sewage debacle later, the 
man many have described 
as an incurable workaholic 
is still strolling into city 
hall each day and pouring 
himself a steaming cup of 
green tea. 

As the 2000s draw to a 
close, Metro sat down 
with the mayor to ask 
him about HRM’s 
progress, dream concerts 
on the Common and why 
our 23 municipal council¬ 
lors just can’t seem to get 
along. 

Answers have been edit¬ 
ed for length. 

You were first 
elected in 2000 , so 
you’ve spent al¬ 
most the entire decade as 
mayor of HRM. What 
progress do you feel the 
municipality has made 
over the past 10 years? 

Infrastructure. 
We have four new 
libraries, six new 
recreational complexes, 
five fire halls, new transit 
routes, three harbour so¬ 
lutions plants, investment 
in the Alderney Landing 
complex in Dartmouth ... 
the list goes on. We’ve 
certainly come leaps and 
bounds from where we 
were. 




You started this 
year off with a 
rather huge catas¬ 
trophe at the Halifax 
sewage-treatment facility. 
There have been com¬ 
plaints that city hall has 
not been transparent 
enough about the flood 
and ensuing cleanup. How 
do you respond to that? 



H We can’t control 
how things are. For 
us, it was an event 
that was a big setback 
from where we had ar¬ 
rived with the harbour be¬ 
ing clean. We admitted 
that the communication 
was not as strong as it 
could have been, or 
should have been. For 
that we apologized, and 
now we’ve moved on. We 
now have the Dartmouth 
plant being commis¬ 
sioned for effluent, the 
Herring Cove plant is now 
treating wastewater and 
the Halifax plant (will be) 
fully operational by the 
spring of next year. 

We had some big 
names in music 
take to the stage in 
Halifax in 2009. If you 
could organize your 
dream concert on the 
Commons, which acts 
would you include? 

It would have to 
be U2, in terms of 
a headliner. I think 
for my son, it would be 
Blinlc-182. For my other 
son, it would have to be 
rap — so 50 Cent. And for 
my father, a vintage act. 
Maybe Andy Williams? 

There was a ma¬ 
jor changeover of 
power at the 
provincial level this year, 
with the NDP elected to a 
majority government in 
June. Has this impacted 
city hall? 

Not at all. We 
continue to work 
with the (provin¬ 
cial) government on many 
fronts and many projects 
— for example, the new 
World Trade Centre, 
which is a $ 300-million- 
plus project and is a key 
piece of infrastructure for 
the downtown. We have a 
long way to go, but the el¬ 
ements of co-operation 
have always been there, 
and we expect that to be 
enhanced. 



> 





“I have commenced 
to tweet ” 

Mayor Peter Kelly, 
when asked if he's 
joined Twitter 


Mayor Peter 
Kelly speaks 
with Metro 
Halifax inside 
his city hall 
office this 
week. 


Are you tweet¬ 
ing? 

I have com¬ 
menced to 
tweet 

(laughs). It takes 
a bit of adjust¬ 
ment, 
gradually 
get better 
and better. 


It seems like 
[ 0 ] y° u re constantly 

L_working. When 

was your last complete 
day off, and what did you 
do? 

H I moved some 
furniture for my 
son last Friday. 
Normally if you asked me, 
I probably couldn’t re¬ 
member, but that one I re¬ 
member just because I 
had to move furniture. 
This job puts in 60, 70, 80, 
even 90 hours a week. It 
can be (overwhelm¬ 
ing), but at the end 
of the day, 3 
feel accom¬ 
plished in 
the things 
you’re able 
to do. 


What is the 
[ ^ 1 scariest thing 
L you’ve ever done? 

(Laughs) Proba- 
* A bly running for 
LO, J politics. You just 
don’t know the outcome, 
and you put your heart 
and soul into the running. 
And you hope ... but you 
just don’t know if you’re 
going to be successful. 

There have long 
[ P J been complaints 
that the bicker¬ 
ing be- 


HRM councillors slows 
the progress at city hall. 
Do you agree? 

W~W Are we perfect? 
lil No, we’re not. 
LoJi Sometimes we fail 
to recognize the need to 
respect each others’ com¬ 
ments, although we may 
not agree. It’s important 
that everybody focus on 
the job at hand, which is 
to serve the public. I 
learned many, many years 
ago not to get involved 
with personalities. 

What’s the 
biggest challenge 
facing HRM in 

2010? 

H The budget, par¬ 
tially. That’s part 
of the discussions 
with the province as well, 
in terms up potential 
downloading and cost 
pressures moving for¬ 
ward. There’s a lot of in¬ 
frastructure work and 
projects in the queue, but 
it’s important to keep that 
momentum up. 


Have you 

thought about an¬ 
other run at 
cial politics your- 

I ran back in 
1993, and I’ve been 
asked (by members 
of the public) to run for 
the provincial leadership 
for the Tories. But at this 
time, I like this job. I en¬ 
joy the challenge, the con¬ 
tact with people. 


E 

provir 

self? 

0 


Many HRM coun¬ 
cillors are now on 
Faceboolc and Twit¬ 
ter — sometimes in the 
middle of meetings. How 
do you feel about online 
social networking? 

I think we have 
to be moving in 
that direction. I 
there has to be 
some limitations that one 
puts on these things, per¬ 
sonally. But it’s a neces¬ 
sary approach, and it’s the 
way we connect. I think 
you’re going to see it in¬ 
crease more and more. 
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INVENTORY 
CLEARANCE 

Dec 1 to Dec 31, 2009 

Includes full warranty on all frames. See In-Clinic for details. 

454.20201 www.DoctorsEyeClinic.com Doctors 

Scotia Square | Spring Garden Rd. | Lr. Sackville | Spryfield ty0 OliniC 

Doctors of Optometry 













gedroomDEPOT 

“JveVe_Great InBedsM’' 


boxing week 




OFF 


i 


DECEMBER 27 - JANUARY 3 







C 


MATTRESSES 


J 


Sp rirtgw all 

Plush EuroTop 


f MATTRESS 1 
MADNESS!! 


Single Promo 
Mam from.$561 Twin $ 348 Set 

szsr. .$991 D ° ubie $42sset 

Queen Promo 0 Queen $ 468 Set 
Matts from $139^ King $568 Set 


EUROPEAN MEMORY 
FOAM MATTRESSES 
& PILLOWS 





Plush PillowTop 
Man Sets 


Twin s 268 Set 
Double s 328 Set 
Queen $ 368 Set 
King $ 538 Set 


Posturepecfic 


Twin $ 468 Set 
Double $ 568 Set 
Queen $ 668 Set 
King $ 948 Set 


# BedroomDEPOT 



“We’re Great in Beds!!” 07 ( 

k ACU| EV " 209 Chain Lake Dr., Halifax 450-1018 Dec 27:1 0-5 

MJnLEI on AlcprlPV RIvH.. Dartmouth 4fift-3RQfi Dec. 


T EARN 3 & FOSTER 


FURNITURE INDUSTRIES 


The World Class Furniture Company 


20 Akerley Blvd., Dartmouth 468-3596 
501 Sackville Dr., Sackville 865-2350 


28-31: regular hours 
Closed Jan 1st 


some items not exactly as shown WWW.bedroomdepot.Ca ** limited supply on various items 
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Man arrested on weapons charges 

A 55-year-old Sydney man was arrested Tuesday after Cape Breton Regional Police received a complaint that a man in a car had pointed a weapon at another 
driver at Highway 125 and Grand Lake Road. Police located the suspect a short time later and arrested the man on weapons offences, cape breton post 


Mayor hopeful for proposed ferry 



Yarmouth Mayor Phil Mooney speaks with reporters as Premier Darrell Dexter listens following a 
meeting at One Government Place on Wednesday. Mooney was in Halifax to try to persuade the 
NDP government to continue subsidizing the Cat ferry. 


PAUL MCLEOD 

paul.mcleod(ametronews.ca 


The mayor of Yarmouth 
didn't get the early Christ¬ 
mas gift he was hoping for 
yesterday, but was left 
with some hope Yarmouth 
could see a new ferry serv¬ 
ice. 

Mayor Phil Mooney trav¬ 
elled to Halifax with four 
proposals for Premier Dar¬ 
rell Dexter to keep the Cat 
running. After the meeting 
Dexter said he was stand¬ 
ing by his decision to deny 
Bay Ferries a further $6 
million to subsidize the 
Cat. 

But there was a small 
compromise to fast-track a 
regional transportation 
study that could lead to a 
replacement for the Cat. It 
will be released two 
months early in January. 

“I’m not going to say I’m 
totally happy because we 
didn’t get our boat for 
2010 yet. But the premier 
was receptive, he listened 
to what we had to say,” 
Mooney said. 

“It’s not only Yarmouth, 
it’s all of Nova Scotia this is 
affecting.” 


Dexter said the decision 
was not made lightly and 
his government consid¬ 
ered the impact of the Cat 
shutting down on the en¬ 
tire province. But he said 
the ferry has seen a drop 
off of passengers and with 
it an “erosion of the eco¬ 
nomic impact on the 
province.” 

Dexter said a new ferry 
must be self-sustainable 
and likely must include 
cargo service. 

“What we want to come 
out of this is a stronger 
transportation strategy for 
Southwest Nova,” he said. 
“One that is sustainable, 
one that does not require 
the continued subsidiza¬ 
tion.” 

Shawn Cummings was 
one of several Cat employ¬ 
ees who travelled to Hali¬ 
fax to show support for the 
ferry. He said a replace¬ 
ment service would be 
hurt if the Cat fails now. 

“In order to have a long¬ 
term solution for sustain¬ 
able ferry service coming 
into Nova Scotia, it has to 
be an uninterrupted serv¬ 
ice,” he said. 

“It’s going to take many 
more years and many 


more millions of dollars to 
try to get (tourists) back 
when they’ve already gone 
elsewhere for vacation.” 

Yarmouth Progressive 


Conservative MLA Richard 
Hurlburt said allowing the 
Cat to shut down would 
devastate Southwest Nova 
and hurt the entire 


province. 

“If we were still in gov¬ 
ernment we would not be 
here today debating this,” 
he said. 


Cumberland 
County likely 
still locked out 
of jail bidding 

development It’s highly un¬ 
likely the province is going 
to reconsider its plan to ex¬ 
clude Cumberland County 
from bidding on northern 
Nova Scotia’s new jail. 

Speaking to reporters in 
a conference call from Syd¬ 
ney this week, Premier 
Darrell Dexter reiterated 
the process being used to 
select the site of the jail is 
based on economics and 
best serving the facility’s 
catchment area — not ge¬ 
ography. 

“The process is based on 
finding a central location 
for that facility,” the 
premier said. 

“The decision was made 
on the basis of what the 
best value would be for the 
province.” 

The county’s five munic¬ 
ipal leaders and 
Cumberland South MLA 
Murray Scott have asked 
the province to reconsider 
the exclusion from the bid¬ 
ding process, and have 
asked for an independent 
economic impact study. 

AMHERST DAILY NEWS 


*AII Specials While Quantities Last. 

Frozen Haddock 
Bits 


2.99lb 


(Boned) 


tok: Ibmdfaf - Smdaf 

Fresh Seabright Smoked I Frozen Lobstermeat 
Salmon (Coldsmoked) (Sliced) I Tail/Claw/Knuckle 


15.99lb 


(Approx. 11b sides) 


19.99ea 


(10.5oz Vac Pack) 


Fresh Haddock Fillets 

(Never Frozen) (u/8oz) 


Pin Bone In 


Boned 


4.49lb 4.991b 


Shrimp Peeled & Deveined 
(Frozen) (Raw) 


7.491b 


21/25 Ct 


5.99lb 


31/40 Ct 


Fresh Whole 
Atlantic Salmon 


2.49lb 


(61b +) 

(Utility Grade) 


Fresh Seabright 
Smoked Mackerel 

6.99lb 


Fresh Standard 
Malpeque Oysters 

9.99bOX (Approx. 24/box) 


Fresh Chowder Mix 

(Scallops, Haddock, Salmon & Shrimp) 


5.991b 


Cooked Snow Crab 
Clusters (Frozen) 

3.99lb 



Also available: 

Fresh Swordfish, Fresh Halibut Steaks, 
Halibut Steaks, 

and Jumbo Digby Scallops (u/10 Ct) 


607 Bedford Hwy. 443-3474 
HOLIDAY HOURS: Today 9-5 - Christmas Day: Closed 
Boxing Day: 9-5 • Sunday 11-6 
GIFT IDEAS: Gift Certificates & Party Trays Available 


FISHERMAN’S 
MARKET 

-EST. 1918 - - 

Fine Quality Seafood & Lobster 
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AML Communications 
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Judge tells plaintiff to disclose Facebook usage 

A New Brunswick judge has ordered a Miramichi, N.B., woman to reveal how often she uses the social-network¬ 
ing website Facebook to a man she's suing after a 2004 car crash, CBC News Online reported, metro news services 


Canada 



Avalanche survivor one year later 

Jeff Adams, left, barely survived being buried beneath waves of snow last De¬ 
cember in a thundering series of avalanches that ripped him from his snowmo¬ 
bile and entombed eight of his closest friends. A year later, what haunts him 
most is the questions heTl one day face from their children. “The biggest thing 
is those kids... will never know their dads except for from pictures and stories 
from friends,” said the 30 -year-old. the Canadian press 


Weather could put 
a wrench in Games 


VANCOUVER 

2010 Games 


Vancouver Olympic organ¬ 
izers want a fairytale expe¬ 
rience for the 2010 Winter 
Games, so the weather they 
need is what Goldilocks 
wanted from the three 
bears’ porridge. 

It can’t be too hot, it can’t 
be too cold. It needs to be 
just right. 

“The weather for us has 
always been one of our ma¬ 
jor concerns in sport, it ob¬ 
viously affects our field of 
play and so anything that 
affects that is always a con¬ 
cern,” said Tim Gayda, vice- 
president of sports for the 
Vancouver Olympic organ¬ 
izing committee, in a re- 


Delays 

• Only a few Winter 
Olympics have been pulled 
off with no weather delays at 
all, the most recent being the 
Lillehammer Games in 1994 . 

cent interview. “We took 
the weather into considera¬ 
tion way back even in the 
bid phase, about how we go 
about planning where the 
venues are (and) how we 
schedule the competitions, 
so the weather is pretty 
much at the forefront of 
our minds from years ago.” 

Too much huffing and 
puffing from Mother Na¬ 
ture in 2010 could blow the 
entire Olympic system 
down. 


Adverse weather that 
forces the delay of an event 
impacts staff, volunteers, 
spectators, security, trans¬ 
portation and of course, the 
athletes. It could also put a 
damper on the vision of 
Vancouver that officials 
need to help lure tourists 
back after the Games. 

While red mittens might 
be the appropriate souvenir 
up in the crisp, snow¬ 
capped mountains of 
Whistler, B.C., the more 
practical souvenir for Van¬ 
couver itself might be the 
official Olympic umbrella. 

On the dates the Games 
are being held, there’s been 
an average of eight days 
with no precipitation at all 
over the last six years. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 



Claw & Knuckle 1/2 lb package 


VmArt 


(Regular $22.99 ea) 
(While supplies last) 


Fine Wines & Good Spirits 


(Regular $5.99 ea) 


[Clearwater 


www. Clearwater, ca 

Bedford Store Holiday Hours: 

Dec. 21-23 8am - 7pm Dec 24 7am - 4pm 
(p) 902.443.0333 


Halifax Int. Airport Hours: 

7 Days / Week 6am-9pm 

(p) 902.873.4509 


Nova Scotia Surfing in December 



A surfer rides a stand up paddle board on waves at Cow Bay, 
N.S., near Halifax on Wednesday. The Nova Scotia coast attracts 
a hardcore group of surfers year round. 


Troops enter what's to be 
the last year in combat role 


Afghanistan Canada is 
heading into what is sup¬ 
posed to be its last full year 
of combat in Kandahar, just 
as the U.S. pours thousands 
more troops into the embat¬ 
tled province in what ex¬ 
perts believe will be the ulti¬ 
mate showdown with the 
Taliban. 

The increased fighting is 
expected to unfold against a 
backdrop of a widening po¬ 
litical controversy in Ot¬ 
tawa over the alleged tor¬ 


ture of Afghan prisoners 
early in the war, what the 
Conservative government 
knew about it, and what it 
did to stop it. There is no 
denying 2010 will be the 
watershed year in the eight- 
year-old Afghan conflict. 

NATO’s top commander 
and architect of the reboot¬ 
ed war strategy said recent¬ 
ly it will be the end of 2010 
before the allies know if 
they are winning or losing. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Jobseekers lose 
love for Alberta 

population Saddled with 
dwindling employment 
and shrinking energy 
prices, Alberta seems to be 
losing its status as the 
promised land for job¬ 
seekers from across Cana¬ 
da. 

For more than a decade 
the province’s resource- 
rich economy has drawn 
in hundreds of thousands 
of people from 
Saskatchewan, Newfound¬ 
land and Labrador and 
elsewhere. 

But Statistics Canada’s 
third-quarter population 
estimate for 2009 shows 
more people left Alberta 
for other provinces than 
moved in. 

That’s the first time that 
has happened since 1994. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


News in brief 


SNOW Most of Canada will see 
a white Christmas. But Environ¬ 
ment Canada's senior climatol¬ 
ogist David Phillips adds about 
one-quarter of Canadians will 
see a green Christmas. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Scan this barcode for more Canada 
news on your smartphone. 
Learn how to scan the barcode with 
the instructions at the top ofpg 3 



(Bistro Lounge 


Dinner 5-9pm 
3 Course meal from our 
special New Year’s menu. 
Glass of champagne included! 

$35.00 per person 


Try our pub menu and 
enjoy entertainment 
by our live DJ. 


For reservations, please call Mike 461-1727 

106 Portland Street, Dartmouth 
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Gordie Howe, Pinball Clemons carry torch 

Hockey great Gordie Howe took a turn carrying the Olympic torch today in southwestern Ontario, in the community of Lasalle. 
Earlier, CFL legend Mike (Pinball) Clemons carried the Olympic flame through the village of North Buxton, the Canadian press 
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Tippett guilty on all counts 


Dad of five convicted of kidnapping, sexually assaulting girl 


A married father of five 
was found guilty 
yesterday of kidnapping 
and sexually assaulting a 
12-year-old Peterborough, 
Ont., girl. 

Stanley Tippett, 33, was 
arrested Aug. 6, 2008 after 
the girl was found half- 
naked behind a school in 
Courtice, some 70 kilome¬ 
tres from Peterborough. 

Ontario Superior Court 
Justice Bruce Glass found 
Tippett guilty of all seven 
counts he was facing, in¬ 
cluding kidnapping, sexu¬ 
al assault and sexual inter¬ 
ference. 

Tippett had testified that 
he came across a group of 
young drunken girls in 
south-end Peterborough 
and that two of them, in¬ 
cluding the 12 year old, 
got into his van. He told 
the court that minutes af¬ 
ter dropping off the older 


girl he was carjacked by 
two men at gunpoint and 
ditched in the country. 

The Crown argued that 
there was no truth in Tip¬ 
pett's testimony about the 
carj ackers. 

Outside the court the 
girl's grandmother said she 
was “more than happy with 
the verdict. At least this way 
maybe he can't hurt anoth¬ 
er child,” she said. 

The victim was in court 
for the verdict and the 
woman said her grand¬ 
daughter wanted to be 
there to “start her own 
healing.” 

Const. Robbie Harding, 
with Durham Regional Po¬ 
lice, testified during the 
trial that he responded to a 
call at the high school af¬ 
ter receiving reports of 
screams and crying in a 
wooded area. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 



Stanley Tippett arrives at the Superior Court of Justice in Peter¬ 
borough, Ont., yesterday. He was found guilty of sexual assault 
and kidnapping. 


Harper named 
top newsmaker 


survey Stephen Harper be¬ 
gan the year facing crater¬ 
sized political potholes at 
home, so he adopted a 
time-honoured coping 
mechanism of Canadian 
prime ministers: He hit 
the road internationally. 

New York, China, India, 
South Korea — all were 
ports of call aimed at bur¬ 
nishing Harper’s image at 
home as a trusted econom¬ 
ic helmsman in a time of 
unprecedented financial 
uncertainty. 

The strategy, it seems, 
worked like a charm: 
Harper used a steep reces¬ 
sion to his political advan¬ 
tage and emerged stronger 
than ever in his four years 
in office, a feat that has 
earned him the title of 
2009 Newsmaker of the 
Year in the annual survey 
of news organizations by 


The Canadian Press. 

“His personal forays on¬ 
to the international stage 
and his surprising posi¬ 
tions on major issues such 
as climate change are criti¬ 
cized, but 
he sticks 
to his 
guns,” said 
Maurice 
Cloutier, 
managing 
editor of 
Sher¬ 
brooke's 
La Tribune. 

“Mr. Harper seems to 
have won his bet that 
Canadians are less con¬ 
cerned with Canada's im¬ 
age abroad and more so 
with more personal inter¬ 
ests in issues such as the 
economy and public secu¬ 
rity.” 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Conservatives mull word to 
replace ‘multicuituralism' 


“We need a term that has a deeper 
meaning; that talks about the deeply 
different world views or belief systems 
that people have.” 

Jason Kenney, multicuituralism minister 


culture Jason Kenney is 
the federal minister in 
charge of Canada’s multi- 
culturalism. But for the 
last couple of years, he’s 
been wondering whether 
“pluralism” might be a 
better word to describe 
this country’s cultural di¬ 
versity. 

And so have government 
officials, according to doc¬ 
uments obtained by the 
Toronto Star. 

“What if the picture we 
have of ourselves shifted 
Canada as a multicultural 
society to Canada as a plu¬ 
ralistic society?” is the 
question posed in a series 
of slides prepared for a 
September 2008 discus¬ 
sion within government. 

“Would it change the 
way we design policy and 
programs? Would the no¬ 
tion of Canadian identity 
change?” 

In Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper’s Canada, 
where blue is the new red, 
and much attention is paid 
to symbols and logos, 
word choice is significant. 
And with Kenney’s recent 
rollout of a new citizen¬ 


ship study guide, it is also 
obvious that the Conserva¬ 
tive government has been 
thinking about how to up¬ 
date the Canadian national 
identity. 

Multicuituralism, ac¬ 
cording to Kenney and the 
documents, may have had 
the result of keeping vari¬ 
ous cultures separate in 
Canada, while “pluralism” 
is focused on getting cul¬ 
tures to work together. 

“I started using the term 
a little bit, firstly because I 
was looking for a terminol¬ 
ogy that went beyond par¬ 
allel cultural silos,” Ken¬ 
ney says. “I think that’s 
one understanding of mul- 
ticulturalism — that we 
set up a bunch of cultural 
silos that don’t communi¬ 
cate between one another. 
My emphasis has been on 


a more integrated multi- 
culturalism, building 
bridges between commu¬ 
nities and ensuring full 
equality of opportunity for 
new Canadians in main¬ 
stream society.” 

Nearly 30 years since 
multicuituralism was en¬ 
shrined in the Constitu¬ 
tion, Kenney believes that 
the word has become 
stuck in some old ways of 
thinking. 

“Multicuituralism says 
to a lot of people ‘kiosks at 
folk fests,”’ Kenney says. 

“We need a term that 
has a deeper meaning; that 
talks about the deeply dif¬ 
ferent world views or be¬ 
lief systems that people 
have, and I thought plural¬ 
ism perhaps speaks more 
to that.” 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Two Alberta boys, 14, charged with murder 


violence Two 14-year-old 
boys have been charged 
with second-degree mur¬ 
der in the death of a 36- 
year-old man in northern 
Alberta. 

RCMP say Hector Cardi¬ 
nal of Lac La Biche died of 
blunt force trauma stem¬ 
ming from an alleged al¬ 


tercation in the communi¬ 
ty on Monday. 

One of the young sus¬ 
pects was arrested Tuesday 
evening and will appear in 
a Lac La Biche courtroom 
Jan. 4. A warrant has been 
issued for the arrest of the 
second teen. 

A second altercation in 


the community the same 
day left another man from 
the area in an Edmonton 
hospital with life-threaten¬ 
ing injuries. 

RCMP say they have not 
yet been able to make any 
direct links between the 
violent incidents. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


NOTICE: Christmas Day and New Year’s 
Day Collection & Processing Services 
Garbage/Organics/Recyclables 


* 


Residents of 
Halifax Regional 
Municipality are advised that 
there will be no garbage, organics or 
recyclables collection services on 
Christmas Day, Friday, December 25,2009. 

Collection services for that day will be provided on Boxing 
Day, Saturday, December 26,2009. There will be no garbage, 
organics or recyclables collection services on New Year's Day, Friday, 
January 1,2010. Collection services for that day will be provided on the 
next day, Saturday, January 2,2010. 



No Collection Christmas Day 
Friday, December 25, 2009 


Collection will occur Boxing Day, 
Saturday, December 26, 2009 


No Collection New Year’s Day 
Friday, January 1, 2010 


Collection will occur the next day 

Saturday, January 2, 2010 

Otter Lake Facility Closed 

Christmas Day, Friday, Dec. 25 th 
Sunday, Dec. 27 th 

New Year’s Day, Friday, Jan. 1 st 
Sunday, Jan. 3 rd 

& 

Otter Lake Facility Open 

Dec. 24 th & 31 st - 7am to 6pm 

Dec. 26 th , 28 th , 29 th , 30 th - 7am tp 7pm 

Jan. 2 nd - 7am to 7pm 

HRM Recycling Plant Closed 

Christmas Day, Friday, Dec. 25 th 
New Year’s Day, Friday, Jan. 1 st 


HRM Recycling Plant Open 

Dec. 24 th , 26 th - 7:30 am to 6:00 pm 

Dec. 31 st & Jan. 2 nd - 7:30 am to 6:00 pm 


Collection services can begin as early as 7:00 a.m. To ensure collection, residents may place 
materials curbside the evening prior to collection day. The HRM's residential Household 
Hazardous Waste (HHW) Depot will be Closed Saturday, December 26th and Saturday, January 
2nd but will be Open on Saturday, January 9th, 2010 from 9 am to 4 pm. 

After the Holidays... 

• Natural Christmas trees: picked up on your organics collection week; must be free of plastic, 
tinsel, ornaments, metal rings, nails, stands and plastic tree bags 

• Compost or mulch your greenery (boughs, trees, etc.) 

• Wreaths with metal wire frame or plastic cord go in your garbage bag 

• Recycle paper gift wrap free of ribbons, bows and ornaments; place in a grocery bag 

• Non-paper gift wrap and foil wrap: place in your garbage bag 

• Corrugated cardboard: tie and bundle for recycling 

• Boxboard (shoe and cereal type boxes): place in your green cart 

• Recycling/re-use tips: save gift wrap, bows, ribbons, cards, etc....for use next year; give old 
toys and clothing to a charitable organization 

Thank you and have a safe and happy holiday season. 

For more information on HRM's composting and 
recycling programs, check your 2009 or 2010 collection 
schedule, visit our website at www.halifax.ca/wrms 
or call 490-4000. 
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Man with knife in chest felt like having coffee 

A man who walked into a Michigan diner with a 12.5-centimetre knife stuck in his chest ordered a coffee and complained only about the cold weather. The 52-year-old man called 911 Sunday to 
ask that an ambulance be sent. He said he had been stabbed during an attempted robbery, then walked about a kilometre to the restaurant and called 911 from a pay phone, the associated press 


World 



Movement to regulate drugs in U.S. water 

Federal regulators under U.S. President Barack Obama have sharply shifted course on 
policy toward pharmaceutical residues in drinking water, taking a first step toward 
regulating some of the contaminants while acknowledging they may threaten human health. 

It was reported in 2008 that drinking water of 51 million Americans contains minute 
concentrations of a multitude of drugs such as antibiotics, sedatives and sex hormones. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Philippines Christmas in an evacuation shelter 



Children, all evacuees of Mayon volcano’s ongoing mild eruption, queue up for ice cream at an 
evacuation centre Wednesday. Despite the risk of an imminent explosive eruption of the 2,460- 
metre Mayon, some residents weary of shelters are conspiring to go back to their abandoned 
villages for traditional Christmas Eve family gatherings. 


Dissident on trial 

Diplomats, including Canadian, barred from entering Chinese court 

A high-profile Chinese dis¬ 
sident accused of subver¬ 
sion was tried at a two- 
hour hearing Wednesday 
that shut out foreign 
diplomats concerned over 
a case that reflects the 
communist government's 
deep suspicion of calls for 
political reform. 

Liu Xiaobo was detained 
a year ago, just before the 
release of an unusually di¬ 
rect appeal for more civil 
rights in China he co-au- 
thored called Charter 08, 
signed by scores of China’s 
top intellectuals. He faces 
up to 15 years in jail. The 
verdict is due Friday. 

International human 
rights groups and Western 
nations have heavily criti¬ 
cized Liu’s detention. A 
dozen diplomats, including 


from Canada, the United 
States, Britain, Germany 
and Australia, stood outside 
the Beijing courthouse in 
freezing weather, barred 
from entering, along with a 
handful of Liu’s Chinese 
supporters. 

“We call 
on the gov¬ 
ernment of 
China to re¬ 
lease him 
immediate¬ 
ly,” said Gre¬ 
gory May, Liu Xiaobo 
first secre¬ 
tary with the U.S. Embassy. 

Liu, 53, a literary critic 
and former professor, spent 
20 months in jail for join¬ 
ing the 1989 student-led 
protests in Tiananmen 
Square that were crushed 
in a military crackdown. In 


his writings, most pub¬ 
lished only on the Internet, 
he has strongly called for 
civil rights and political re¬ 
form. 

Charter 08 demands a 
new constitution guaran¬ 
teeing human rights, the 
open election of public offi¬ 
cials, and freedom of reli¬ 
gion and expression. Some 
10,000 people have signed 
it in the past year, though a 
news blackout and Internet 
censorship have left most 
Chinese unaware that it ex¬ 
ists. 

Liu has been the only per¬ 
son arrested over the char¬ 
ter, but rights groups said 
several signers have been 
harassed or fired from their 
jobs, and warned not to at¬ 
tend the trial or write about 
it online, the associated press 



Objective defeated as balloon boy parents barred from profiting from stunt 


“Jay Leno said It best when he said, 'This Is 
a copycat game/ And people will copycat 
this event. (The Heenes) need to go to jail 
so people don’t do that.” 

Andrew Lewis, deputy district attorney 


News in brief 


LOS ANGELES A judge has de¬ 
nied a request from an AIDS 
advocacy group calling for 
mandatory use of condoms on 
porn sets. Judge David Yaffe on 
Tuesday rejected a petition 
from the AIDS Healthcare 
Foundation that health officials 
hadn't done enough to 
prevent sexually transmitted 
diseases in the porn industry, 
according to the Los Angeles 
Times. The group sued L.A. 
County in July after data 
showed there were more than 
3,700 STD cases in five years re¬ 
ported by a clinic that serves 
porn actors. 

PHILIPPINES At least 27 people 
are missing after a passenger 
ferry collided with a fishing 
boat in Manila Bay in the 
Philippines. Philippine coast 
guard spokesman Armand 
Balilo says at least 46 people 
were rescued following the col¬ 
lision early Thursday. 

INDIANA Police say a fifth- 
grader handed out about $300 
to others on the school bus Fri¬ 
day. Problem is, they say, the 
cash was among some $10,000 
US he took from his grandpar¬ 
ents' safe. The cash was later 
returned to them. 
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l- ScanLife 

The economy ended the year in much 
better shape than it was last 
January, but there are five key reasons 
economists think we're not out of 
the woods yet. Scan this 
barcode for the full story. 


Colorado The parents who 
carried out the balloon boy 
hoax were sentenced to jail 
Wednesday and given strict 
probation conditions that 
forbid them from earning 
any money from the spec¬ 
tacle for four years. 

Richard Heene was sen¬ 
tenced to 90 days in jail, in¬ 
cluding 60 days of work re¬ 
lease that will let him pur¬ 
sue his job as a construc¬ 
tion contractor while serv¬ 
ing his time. 

His wife, Mayumi, was 


Delaware A pediatrician is 
accused of molesting 
more than 100 patients, 
including some who ap¬ 
pear to be no more than 
six months old, and police 
said the doctor used video 
cameras to record some of 
the attacks in exam 
rooms. 

Alexis Slutsky, a deputy 
attorney general assigned 
to the state’s Child Preda¬ 
tor Task Force, said the 
volume of evidence seized 
from Dr. Earl Bradley’s 
practice and home, in¬ 
cluding videotapes and 
computer files, makes it 
difficult to estimate the 
number of victims. 

“I’m comfortable in say¬ 
ing probably well over 100 


sentenced to 20 days in 
jail. 

Richard Heene choked 
back tears as he said he 
was sorry, especially to the 
rescue workers who chased 
down false reports that his 


Disturbing charges 

• An 18-page document de¬ 
tailed the alleged attacks in 
exam rooms, which had Dis¬ 
ney themes such as Pinoc- 
chio, at BayBees Pediatrics, 
Bradley's solo practice. A de¬ 
tective who viewed the as¬ 
saults described in court pa¬ 
pers the six-foot, 225-pound 
Bradley as having a “violent¬ 
ly enraged expression on his 
face" in one video involving 
a two-year-old. 

potential victims,” she 
said at a news conference. 

The case has shocked 
the community of Lewes, 
a town of about 3,100. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


six-year-old son had floated 
away in a balloon on Oct. 
15. It was a stunt designed 
to generate attention for a 
reality TV show. 

Judge Stephen Schapans- 
ki then ordered Heene to 


begin a 30-day jail term on 
Jan. 11, delaying the start 
of the sentence for two 
weeks so he can spend the 
holidays with his family. 
Schapanski allowed Heene 
to serve the remaining 60 
days of his jail term under 
work release, meaning he 
can work during the day 
but spend his nights in jail. 

The Heenes’ probation 
will be revoked if they are 
found to be profiting from 
any book, TV, movie or oth¬ 
er deals related to the 


stunt. 

Deputy District Attorney 
Andrew Lewis also asked 
for full restitution to reim¬ 
burse authorities for the 
cost of investigating the 
hoax — an amount that 
could exceed $50,000 US. 

“Jay Leno said it best 
when he said, This is a 
copycat game,”’ Lewis said. 

“And people will copycat 
this event. (The Heenes) 
need to go to jail so people 
don’t do that.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Pediatrician's alleged victims 
as young as six months old 


Jamaica No serious injuries in runway mishap 

1. 



Workers sift through debris around American Airlines flight 331, which crash-landed late Tuesday 
night in Kingston, Jamaica. The jet, carrying 154 people including three Canadians, skidded 
across a runway in heavy rain, bouncing across the tarmac and injuring more than 40 people 
before it stopped just short of the Caribbean Sea. There were no fatalities, officials said, and the 
Department of Foreign Affairs said the Canadians were not among the injured. 


LLOYD ROBINSON/THE ASSOOATE^RESS 
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STITCHES STITCHES STITCHES STITCHES 


LOVE 

LAUGH 

AND BE 


RAZING DEALS! 






BOXING WEEKEND SALE! 

Saturday, Dec. 26th & Sunday, Dec. 27th 


$ 27 T off 

$>10022 


Reg. $699.99 

SONY BRAVIA 

L-Series 32" LCD HD TV 

• 720p resolution panel • 3 HDMI inputs • Energy Star qualified 
Model #KDL-32L5000. While quantities last. 


ALSO, $ 3ir off 

$ 688 88 

LG PQ30-Series 42" HD Plasma TV 

• 720p resolution panel • 3 HDMI inputs • Energy Star qualified 
Model #42PQ30. Reg. $999.99 
While quantities last. 

UP TO 30 off 

Regular-priced electronics 


‘1020 off 

$ C7p 

M Reg. $1598 

SEALY Hbc Elite 

tight top queen mattress set 




‘301 off 

$ 548 

WHIRLPOOL 

17.5 cu. ft. white top 
mount fridge 


Reg. $849.99 


*2100 off 
$ 898 SEALY 

Posturepedic Sonoma 
Valley Euro pillow top 
queen mattress set Reg.$2< 


PLUS, 60 % off 

All other regular-priced 
mattress sets 

Excludes items with 95<t price endings 
& tempurepedic. Twin to King sizes also available 
at sale prices. INCLUDES FREE DELIVERY. 


Model# 82852666 


PLUS, 

UP TO 15 off 

All other regular-priced 
major appliances 


off ■■ 

ed E 


50 % off 

$ 999 

LAKE COMO sofa 

Reg. $1999 

plus, 25 % off 

All other regular-priced furniture 

Excludes Manager’s Specials & Everyday Bay Value items. 


MAKE NO MONTHLY PAYMENTS! 




’f 


for 24 months PLUS No Deferral Fees (that’s a $99.95 Savings) when you use your Hbc MasterCard" or Hbc Credit Card on any 
Furniture, Mattresses, Electronics, Housewares or Linens purchase of $499 or more. December 26th & 27th Only! See in-store for details. 


the 


15 

save an ■ ^ m 

extra 1^^ 




CLEARANCE 


CLEARANCE-PRICED ELECTRONICS, 
MATTRESSES & FURNITURE 

Off our last ticketed prices. 


10 

extra I 


l % 

'off 


CLEARANCE-PRICED 
MAJOR APPLIANCES 

Off our last ticketed prices. 


go to www.Hbc.com, call T800-263-2599 or 

Selection will vary by Store. Savings Off our regular prices, unless otherwise specified. ‘Purchase any mattress set, have it delivered and we will give you a discount equivalent to the cc 


t of standard local delivery. Twin to King sizes available. 













BOXING WEEKEND SALE! 


ALL stores open at 8AM Dec 26th only! 




save an 

extra 


ALL PREVIOUSLY REDUCED CLEARANCE MERCHANDISE: 

• ALL MENS, WOMENS & KIDS’ FASHIONS • MENS & WOMENS ACCESSORIES 

& FOOTWEAR (Excludes The Room) • WALLETS, HANDBAGS, 

• WOMENS INTIMATES & SLEEPWEAR LUGGAGE & BACKPACKS 

• MENS UNDERWEAR & SLEEPWEAR . WATCHES & JEWELLERY 

• MENS & WOMENS SOCKS & HOSIERY Off our last ticketed prices. 


for EXAMPLE 

WAS *100 
NOW 
40% OFF 

PLUS 

extra 25% o« 

='45 


55‘off ’Iff 9 


50'off 


All regular-priced 
women’s fashion 


60off 


All men's & women's 


50 % oft 


Women’s cold-weather 
accessories, hats, ^ 
scarves & gloves / 


All women's 
outerwear 

Off our regular prices. 
Excludes styles: OONMU931, 
00NMU052,28445R1 
& 28445P1. 

In our Outerwear department. 


Men's regular-priced 

IZOD Fulton 

casual pant 

Reg. $68 


& winter boots 


Off our regular prices. 

Excludes Juicy Couture, UGG Australia, 
Pedder Red & all athletic boots. 


sleepwear & robes 

Off our regular prices. 


Excludes Josie by Natori, Packaged PJ’s, 
Juicy Couture & Calvin Klein. 


the 



Selection will vary by store. Savings are off our regular prices, unless otherwise specified. Everyday Bay Value, just-reduced, Power Buys, Manager's Specials, licensed departments, Salviati, Vera Wang and Hbc Foundation charity merchandise are excluded. When you see "POWEB BUY" or "Manager's Special" you will know we have found an exceptional 
deal to pass on to you. We may tell you the COMPARABLE VALUE on the price ticket and/or a sign, so you will see the price another retailer in Canada charges or would likely charge for the same or a comparable value item. Quantities of our Power Buys and Manager's Specials and items located in any "Style Outlet" in-store departments are limited 
and may vary from store to store - no rain checks or substitutions. When we say "PRICE CUT", we mean the existing everyday price is being lowered temporarily. See in-store for details. 
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Thursday, December 24, 2009 
Venice streets flooded 

An unusually high tide flooded most of Venice early yesterday, forcing tourists and residents to wade through 
knee-high waters or use improvised boardwalks set up in St. Mark's Square and other landmarks, the associated press 


Senate bill set to revamp U.S. health care 

Passage a victory for Obama, but bill must still be reconciled with House legislation 


Health system overhaul 


The U.S. Senate was 
poised to hand President 
Barack Obama a huge 
Christmas Eve victory by 
approving a $913 billion 
overhaul of U.S. health 
care, capping months of 
struggle in the face of sol¬ 
id Republican opposition. 

Thursday’s vote on the 
bill extending health care 
coverage to 30 million unin¬ 
sured Americans brings 


Obama closer to achieving 
his top domestic priority. 
But the final step may be 
the hardest: reconciling the 
Senate bill with a signifi¬ 
cantly different version al¬ 
ready approved by the 
House of Representatives. 

A compromise would 
have to be approved by 
both chambers — and could 
collapse if Obama loses the 
support of any Democrat in 


the Senate or a handful in 
the House. 

Passage of the bill Thurs¬ 
day was all but inevitable. 
Wednesday, Democrats pre¬ 
vailed on the last of three 
procedural votes requiring 
the support of all of the par¬ 
ty’s 58 members, plus two 
allied independents. Thurs¬ 
day’s vote will require only 
a simple majority of the 
100 -member body. 


“It has been a long time 
coming,” said a leading 
Democratic senator, Max 
Baucus. “I thank God that I 
have lived to see this day.” 

The bill’s passage will of¬ 
fer Obama a bright end to 
an often rocky year that be¬ 
gan with huge hopes fol¬ 
lowing his election victory. 
His public approval level 
now hovers around 50 per 

cent. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


The legislation being passed 
in the U.S. Senate would bring 
important changes in the way 
health care is funded: 

• Health insurance would still 
be provided mainly by 
employers, rather than the 
government, but it would 
now be mandatory for Ameri¬ 


cans to have insurance. 

• Lower- and middle-income 
families would receive subsi¬ 
dies to pay for insurance. 

• Unpopular insurance com¬ 
pany practices, such as deny¬ 
ing coverage to people with 
pre-existing health 
conditions, would be banned. 


L 



HOLIDAY HOURS 

Capital Health 
Walk-in Services 


CAPITAL HEALTH WISHES YOU A HEALTHY, 
HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON. To prepare for your 
health needs please note the following holiday service 
changes: 

Most walk-in blood collection services are open for 
regular hours throughout the holidays but will close at 
noon on Christmas Eve. St. Margaret's Bay, Mt. Uniacke 
and Woodlawn Clinic blood collection centres are closed 
between December 24 and January 4. 

Walk in X-ray services at all Capital Health hospitals, 
except Musquodoboit Valley Memorial and Eastern 
Shore Memorial hospitals, will be closed from noon on 
December 24 through January 4. For hours at Eastern 
Shore and Musquodoboit Valley, please call the 
hospitals directly. 

Community Mental Health clinics will close at noon on 
December 24. They are open regular hours from 
December 29 to December 31, and closed on January 1. 

If you have urgent blood collection, x-ray or mental 
health requirements, please contact your family doctor. 

For more information on holiday hours, visit the 
Capital Health website at www.cdha.nshealth.ca 

Capital Health reminds you to anticipate your health needs 
in advance of the holidays: 

• Ensure your prescriptions are filled 

• Do not over-exert yourself shoveling snow 

• Enjoy holiday cheer in moderation 

• If you have a chronic medical condition, anticipate 
your needs and have them taken care of in advance 

Capital Health 

www.cdha.nshealth.ca 


Dutch teen 
sailor back in 
father's care 

home safe A Dutch court 
ruled Wednesday that 14- 
year-old sailor Laura 
Deklcer can remain in her 
father’s custody after she 
ran away from home and 
travelled alone to the 
Caribbean. The ruling by 
the Utrecht District Court 
clears the way once again 
for Dekker to pursue her 
goal of 
being the 
youngest 
person to 
sail solo 
around the 
world. “The 
court sees 
no need to 
remove Lau¬ 
ra from her home at this 
moment,” judges wrote. 

Laura had originally 
planned to depart this year 
with the support of her fa¬ 
ther. But that plan was 
blocked in October by the 
court, which ordered her 
to prepare more and wait 
until 2010 before starting. 

Frustrated, she fled last 
week with $5,000, prompt¬ 
ing an international 
search, the associated press 



Laura Dekker 



Iraq Festival of Ashoura 


A Shiite man flagellates himself during the festival of Ashoura 
in Najaf, Iraq, Wednesday. Bombs targeted Iraqi Christians and 
Shiite Muslims Wednesday, killing several people and wound¬ 
ing about three dozen before coinciding religious observances 
that will take place under heavy guard. Security forces in recent 
days have been concerned that the Shiite holy observances 
would be targeted by large-scale attacks. 


Irish bishop steps down over abuse 


coverup A second Roman 
Catholic bishop in Ireland 
announced Wednesday 
that he will resign in the 
wake of a damning inves¬ 
tigation into decades of 
covering up child abuse in 
the Dublin archdiocese. 

Bishop Jim Moriarty re¬ 
vealed his decision to 
priests and other officials 
in his diocese of Kildare 
and Leithlin, southwest of 
Dublin. Officials said Mo¬ 
riarty planned to travel to 
Rome to tender his resig¬ 
nation to Pope Benedict 
XVI, who has sole power 
to hire and fire bishops. 

Moriarty said he accept¬ 
ed investigators’ finding 
that he failed to react 
properly when told about 
abuse cases, particularly 
of one priest convicted of 


molesting girls in 1997. 
But he insisted his inac¬ 
tion reflected his col¬ 
leagues’ poor communi¬ 
cation and secrecy. 

“... The system of man¬ 
agement and communica¬ 
tions was seriously 
flawed,” Moriarty said in a 
statement. “However, 
with the benefit of hind¬ 
sight, I accept that, from 
the time I became an aux¬ 
iliary bishop, I should 
have challenged the pre¬ 
vailing culture.” 

Last week Bishop Donal 
Murray of Limerick re¬ 
signed, becoming the first 
high-profile casualty of a 
government-ordered 
probe into the church’s 
failure to tell authorities 
about more than 170 sus¬ 
pected child abusers in 


Grim findings 

• A 720-page government- 
ordered report, published 
in November, examined the 
cases of 46 pedophile 
priests, concluding that 
church leaders in Dublin 
routinely shielded the 
offenders from the law for 
decades until 1995, when 
the church began sharing 
some files with police. 

Dublin. 

Abuse victims wel¬ 
comed yesterday’s resig¬ 
nation announcement, 
but emphasized that they 
believe three other cur¬ 
rent bishops named in 
the report must quit as 
well. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Comment 


Season for memories 



Relating 


Steve 

Collins 


metronews.ca/collins 


have no way of know¬ 
ing under what circum¬ 
stances you’re reading 
this, whether you’re on 
your way home for the 
holidays or headed to 
work, trying to finish your 
shopping or just catching 
your breath. 

It would be foolish of me 
to assume anything about 
what your holidays might 
look like, since you might 
not even know. I hope 
they’re peaceful and spent 
with those you love, but 
that can be harder than it 


sounds. 

Tomorrow will be what¬ 
ever it is, and it often looks 
nothing like the Christmas 
cards. Our families have 
bent into all sorts of sur¬ 
prising shapes, and some 
of us are trying to make it 
to two or more Christ¬ 
mases, sometimes in differ¬ 
ent cities or countries. 

Travel at this time of year 
is rough because it’s so of¬ 
ten mandatory, and sched¬ 
ules are tight. The weather 
is predictably unpre¬ 
dictable, and countless peo¬ 
ple find themselves strand¬ 
ed in airports, in hotels, 
anywhere but where they 
planned to be. Mangers, 
even. 

And for many of us, 
there are empty, unfillable 
spots at the table, where 
somebody used to be and 
never will be again. That 


hurt gets quieter, but it 
doesn’t go away, and it has 
a way of flaring up at this 
time of year. It isn’t all Mer¬ 
ry Happy. 

One of the best Christ¬ 
mases I remember was also 
one of the worst. My father 
had died only a couple of 
months before and the rest 
of us were going to get to¬ 
gether at my sister’s, tradi¬ 
tional as can be, closing 
ranks against grief. 

It didn’t work out that 
way. Instead, we got way¬ 
laid 300 miles away with a 
house full of burst pipes 
and a stack of estate and in¬ 
surance chores to chew 
over with a lawyer who 
didn’t want to be there ei¬ 
ther. 

We ended up stuck in a 
motel room, but we were 
stuck together. We had 
some laughs as well as 


some sobs, and got some 
laundry done at the coin 
wash. O holy night. 

It wasn’t what we expect¬ 
ed and this holiday seldom 
is. Expectations are a big 
part of the problem, as we 
all try to transform our¬ 
selves from real people to 
perfect happy families in 
perfect happy sweaters. 

So have yourself a merry 
little whatever, try to ac¬ 
cept the relatives for who 
they are and who they are 
trying to be for the occa¬ 
sion. I wish you surpassing¬ 
ly great presents and more 
hugs than you can handle, 
but if it doesn’t work out, 
you’ll be in good company 
as we imperfectly celebrate 
another year of this imper¬ 
fect, irreplaceable life. 

Steve Collins offers his best guesses on 

relationships for Metro every two weeks. 


Views 


Feminist newsmakers of the past year 


Fourth Wa' 


Canice - £gf 
Leung 

metronews.ca/fourthwave 


If you needed any proof 
that feminism is necessary, 
all you need to do is look to 
this year’s newsmakers. My 
feminist heroes for 2009 
defended and expanded 
our ideas of what women 
can be, while the villains 
tried to scale them back: 

Lady Gaga: There’s a 
savvy woman behind the la¬ 
tex bodysuits and comically 
oversized sunglasses: Gaga 
takes her persona to an ex¬ 
treme because she recog¬ 
nizes it is constructed, and 
she criticizes double stan¬ 
dards between female and 
male musicians (being 
open about sex undermines 
her music, while his ex¬ 
ploits heighten his). And 
can you remember the last 
time a pop star used the F- 
word? Lady G called a Los 


Angeles Times writer “a lit¬ 
tle bit of a feminist, like I 
am,” adding, “women need 
and want someone to look 
up to that they feel have 
the full sense of who they 
are.” 

Rihanna: Speaking of 
singers, here’s one that re¬ 
luctantly championed 
women’s rights. After being 
assaulted by Chris Brown, 
Rihanna was silent about 
the whole ordeal until this 
fall, when she says she 
realized her fame afford¬ 
ed her a voice to educate 
women on domestic 
abuse. 

Neda Agha- 
Soltan: During 
the disputed 
Iranian 
election, 

Neda WA 
was onC^ 
her way^^ 
to a pro-re- 
form rally June 
20 when 
sniper al¬ 
legedly 1 
shot and 

Lady Gaga 



31 \ 


killed her. The haunting 
video of her last moments 
galvanized protesters and 
lent a face to the thousands 
shouting to make their 
votes count. Since the 
crackdown, the govern¬ 
ment has harassed and ar¬ 
rested prominent activists 
— women’s rights organiz¬ 
ers and Nobel peace laure¬ 
ate Shirin Ebadi among 
them. 

Stephen Harper: 

In recent years, the 
prime minister has 
killed funding for 
r advocacy groups 
f\ and ideologically 
neutered Status 
of Women 
Canada (a fed¬ 
eral policy or- 
I ganization 
charged with 
improving the 
lives of women) 
by removing the 

P tial “equali- 
?art from its 
mdate. This 
eptember, 
Harper 
crowed 
out cuts to 


the Court Challenges Pro¬ 
gram, which financially as¬ 
sists people mounting con¬ 
stitutional court challenges 
— and called the people 
that used that funding a 
“left-wing fringe group.” 

VANOC: It started when a 
group of female ski 
jumpers challenged 

VANOC’s decision to ex¬ 
clude its event at the 2010 
Games, but ended Tuesday 
when the Supreme Court 
refused to hear its case. Sad¬ 
ly, it’s neither the first nor 
last Olympics-related tram¬ 
pling of the Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms: The 
City of Vancouver ordered 
the removal of an anti- 
Olympic mural, while 
VANOC demanded a local 
restaurant named Olympia 
change its moniker. The 
heroines in all this are the 
athletes — some are 
teenagers fighting for 
women’s rights, while at 
that age I was busy popping 
zits and moping. 


Canice Leung is a former editor of Ryerson 
University feminist magazine McClung’s, 
copy editor at Metro, ardent feminist 
and loudmouth. 


WORLD action on the 
environment 



w^et/T'© 


Worth mentioning 


North Korea gambles 
with new arms route 

North Korea, banned from Among difficulties fac- 
selling arms by UN sane- ing investigators is a fly-by- 
tions, may have gambled night infrastructure seem- 
and lost when it dis- ingly rigged up for the 

flight, includ¬ 
ing a Hong 
Kong-based 
company re¬ 
portedly in- 


patched 35 _ 

tons of Sanctions 

weapons by 
air rather 
than by sea as 
it has done in 
the past. Au¬ 
thorities 
seized the 
plane, which 


• The UN imposed sanctions 
in June, banning North Ko¬ 
rea from exporting any arms volved that 
after the communist regime was only in- 
conducted a nuclear test and 
test-fired missiles. 


may have been bound for 
Iran, during a refuelling 
stop in Thailand. 

The 11-day saga remains 
shrouded in mystery and 
missing pieces, including 
the final destination of the 
Ilyushin 11-76 cargo plane 
now under Thai custody 
along with its five-man 
crew. 


corporated 
Nov. 2 and 
whose direc¬ 
tor could not be traced 
there or at his address in 
Spain. 

But experts in South Ko¬ 
rea say one thing appears 
clear: North Korea is seek¬ 
ing new ways to bust 
through a U.S.-led interdic¬ 
tion program of its arms 
sales. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


We Know What You’re Thinking 


84 % 


WE KNOW 

kk| 

The number of I Cl 

Canadians who would |■««««»,, 

prefer to receive a meaningful 
gift that would help someone else, 
rather than another traditional gift 
like a pair of socks or a sweater. 


Tell us your views by email to halifaxlettersf® metronews.ca or comment on metronews.ca or on Twitter fQmetrohalifax 

Letters must include sender’s full name, address and phone number - street name and phone numbers will NOT be published. We reserve the right to edit letters. 


METRO Halifax 3260 Barrington Street, Suite 102, Halifax, NS B3K 0B5; Tel: 902 - 444 - 4444 ; Fax: 902-422-5610; Advertising: 902-421-5824 • adinfohalifax@metronews.ca; halifax_distribution@metronews.ca; News: philip.croucher@metronews.ca 






























Thursday, December 24,2009 


metronews.ca 


metro 


India emerges as world leader in small cars 

India has emerged the leader in small cars, overtaking Japan, as declining sales in Western markets coupled with robust growth in Asia redraws the global map of the auto in¬ 
dustry. More than 892,000 basic cars will be sold in India this year, surpassing the 708,034 forecast for Japan, according to J.D. Power and Associates, the associated press 


17 


Business 


EDITOR: FERMIN.DESOUZA^)METRONEWS.CA 



Task Force readies 2010 report 

Group appointed by Flaherty to create strategy on financial literacy as debtloads rise 


The federal government’s 
much-ballyhooed Task 
Force on Financial Literacy 
is scheduled to release its 
first report in early 2010 as 
its 13 members gear up for 
a cross-country public con¬ 
sultation. 

Appointed by Finance 
Minister Jim Flaherty last 
June, the task force has the 
lofty goal of creating Cana¬ 
da’s first-ever national 
strategy on financial litera¬ 
cy. 

Although the tide ap¬ 
pears to have turned on 


the recession, task force 
members say there is a 
pressing need for Canada 
to develop a potent action 
plan because consumers 
are deeper in debt than 
ever before. 

Faced with job losses, 
clawed-baclc benefits and 
shrinking household in¬ 
comes, increasing num¬ 
bers are relying on credit 
to cover their daily living 
expenses. And that trou¬ 
bling trend has critics 
doubting whether the task 
force can inspire real 


145% 

Household debt-to-income 
ratio hit a record 145 per 
cent in September, so for 
every $100 of income, Cana¬ 
dians owe $145 in debt 

change. 

Economic woes aside, 
some experts argue that fi¬ 
nancial literacy programs 
are ineffective and amount 
to little more than a politi¬ 
cal guise designed to quell 


calls for more government 
regulation of the financial 
sector. 

Task force member Lau¬ 
rie Campbell, however, 
says such criticisms are 
“very short-sighted.” Since 
June, she and her col¬ 
leagues have been assess¬ 
ing the state of financial 
literacy in Canada. 

That involves gauging 
both domestic and interna¬ 
tional programs to deter¬ 
mine which ones work 
best. 

“We know there is no 


doubt a wealth of informa¬ 
tion out there, but we 
want to make sure that 
we’re able to find the best 
fit and something that is 
going to make a long-term 
difference,” said Campbell, 
who is also executive direc¬ 
tor of Credit Canada, a 
non-profit credit-coun¬ 
selling agency. 

“Because it is not 
enough to give people in¬ 
formation, we have to give 
people information that 
they can actually absorb 
and turn around and 


use.” 

The task force’s next 
step is the release of a con¬ 
sultation document in Feb¬ 
ruary. 
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Cyber crimes will move to 
smartphones in 2010: Experts 


internet As usual, we can 
expect the Internet to be 
rife with potential cyber 
crimes and annoyances 
next year — more spam, 
more fake antivirus soft¬ 
ware and more computers 
hijacked by criminals. 

But 2010 will also see 
more attacks moving to 
smartphones, now that the 
devices are being used 
more like mobile comput¬ 
ers, predict security ex¬ 
perts. What’s expected to 
be targeted are “apps” — 
software applications that 
let users do things like mo¬ 
bile banking and pay¬ 
ments, as well as any other 
personal or work informa¬ 
tion on their smartphones. 

“Attackers will probably 
be devoting more time to 
creating malware for those 
devices,” said David Cow- 


“Attackers will 
probably be devot¬ 
ing more time to 
creating malware 
for (smartphones).” 
David Cowings, 
Symantec Security 

ings of Symantec Security 
Response. 

The move to smart¬ 
phones is natural because 
many users have them syn¬ 
chronized with their com¬ 
puters to allow better ac¬ 
cess to email, contacts and 
work documents that of¬ 
ten contain a wealth of in¬ 
formation. These kinds of 
cyber attacks could infect 
both the smartphone and 
the PC, said Cowings. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Cars Holiday shopping 


A salesman shows the features inside of a Buick LaCrosse CXS, at Hilltop Buick Pontiac GMC in Richmond, Calif., on Wednesday. 
Wealthier car buyers are returning to the showroom this holiday season, but they’re pinching pennies of a sort by choosing smaller 
models of Mercedes or BMW — or buying the fanciest cars from other manufacturers. 


In brief 


telecom Nortel Networks 
Corp. said Wednesday it has 
entered an agreement to sell 
all its carrier voice over 
Internet protocol and applica¬ 
tion solutions business to Gen- 
band Inc. for $282 million 
US. 

DEFAULT Ski resort giant 
Intrawest ULC may default on a 
$1.4 billion US loan and is in 
talks with lenders about debt 
repayment options, according 
to a report. The report from 
Bloomberg that cited unidenti¬ 
fied sources with direct knowl¬ 
edge of the matter, said 
Intrawest may be pushed clos¬ 
er to default if it fails to make a 
$524 million US payment due 
Wednesday. 


Economy to continue uphill, but 
jobless stats to stay flat: Analysts 


prediction Economists are 
cautiously optimistic that 
“recession” will not be a 
prominent phrase in the 
Canadian vocabulary next 
year as the economy 
trudges out from its 
second-worst annual de¬ 
cline in nearly half a centu¬ 
ry* 

Most economists predict 
a gross domestic product 
growth rate between 2.5 to 
three per cent in 2010, 
about average by historical 
standards, but not robust 
enough to make a dent in 
the 8.5 per cent unemploy¬ 
ment rate. 

The growth would essen¬ 


tially reverse the 2.5 per 
cent decline seen this year. 

This year will rank be¬ 
hind only 1982 as the worst 
year of economic decline 
since record-keeping began 
in 1961, said Douglas 
Porter, deputy chief econo¬ 
mist with BMO Capital Mar¬ 
kets. 

Statistics Canada report¬ 
ed Wednesday a modest 0.2 
per cent month-over-month 
growth in real gross domes¬ 
tic product in October, 
leading many economists to 
believe growth in the last 
quarter of 2009 could reach 
as much as four per cent. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


“Peace, Joy and Happiness this Holiday Season and in the New Year” 

muEx 

Regional Municipality 

PO Box 1749, Halifax, Nova Scotia B3J 3A5 Canada 
Tel: 902-478-2705 • Fax: 902-490-4122 
lorelei.nicoll@halifax.ca • www.halifax.ca 


Lorelei Nicoll 

Councillor - District 4 
Cole Harbour 
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Deadline looms for Pacquiao-Mayweather Jr. fight 

The promoter for boxing sensation Manny Pacquiao says a fight against Floyd Mayweather Jr. will not happen unless Mayweather's camp drops its insistence for Olympic-style blood 
testing. Promoter Bob Arum says if that doesn't happen by Thursday, the proposed March 13 fight that would have likely been the richest ever in boxing is over, the associated press 





Wildcats trade for Deschamps 

The Moncton Wildcats acquired forward Nicolas Deschamps, left, from the Chicoutimi 
Sagueneens on Wednesday in exchange for forward Matthew Bissonnette and 
defenceman Jeremy Barriault. The Wildcats also gave up a first-round pick in 2011 
and a fourth-round pick in 2010 in the deal. the Canadian press 
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'Right in the thick of things’ 


A change of atmosphere on the club has 
the Halifax Lions fighting for a playoff spot 


MATTHEW WUEST 

matthew.wuest(3metronews.ca 


Standings 


The only goal the Halifax 
Lions set this season was 
to make the playoffs. 

So far, they’re well on 
their way. 

At the Maritime Junior A 
Hockey League’s holiday 
break, the Lions have grad¬ 
ually crawled out of last in 
the six-team Bent Division, 
and are now in fourth 
place with a 12-12-2 record 
and games in hand on 
their nearest challengers. 

For a club that finished 
with just 10 wins last sea¬ 
son and six the year be¬ 
fore, the Lions can’t com¬ 
plain. 

“From Day 1, the biggest 
thing has been to change 
the atmosphere here and 
make winning a priority, 
and it’s slowly starting to 
happen,” said Lions head 
coach Troy Ryan, who took 
over the job in the off-sea¬ 
son. 

“We found ways to lose 
games in the past, and 
now, we’re starting to find 
ways to win.” 

The Lions have four 
games in hand on the fifth- 


Bent Division standings at the 



W 

L 

Truro 

19 

4 

Pictou 

17 

11 

Bridgewater 

13 

10 

HALIFAX 

12 

12 

Yarmouth 

ll 

15 

Amherst 

ll 

19 


place Yarmouth Mariners 
and six games in hand on 
the last-place Amherst 
Ramblers. 

Their winning percent¬ 
age of .462 puts them in 
the middle of the overall 
standings and their power 
play — operating at 25 per 
cent — is No. 1 in the 
league. 

“We’re right in the thick 
of things,” Ryan said. 

Forwards Travis Perry 
(25 points in 25 games), 
Stuart Lenehan (10 goals) 
and Wayne Bedecki (18 
points) have led the way 
offensively. 

Power-play quarterback 
Dylan King, defenceman 
Kyle Mariani and captain 
Robbie Verilcer have also 
been key factors in the Li¬ 
ons’ improvement. 


holiday break. 

O/S P 

4 42 

1 35 

6 32 

2 26 

4 26 

2 24 

Verilcer, who Ryan calls a 
“hard-nosed, two-way guy,” 
arrived in a September 
trade and has made a dif¬ 
ference. 

“He’s holding guys ac¬ 
countable and that’s 
maybe something we did¬ 
n’t have in the past,” Ryan 
said. 

The Lions are off until 
Jan. 7, but they’ll be 
thrown right back into the 
fire with 13 games in 
January. If they survive 
that stretch, the playoffs 
should be a virtual guaran¬ 
tee. 

“It’s going to be a tough 
test,” Ryan said, “but if we 
come out of that with a 
.500 record at the end of 
January, what we gain 
from that will be beneficial 
down the road.” 



Troy Ryan took over as Lions head coach in the off-season. 


Former Mooseheads thriving with Truro 


success The Truro Bearcats 
are taking a shot at a Mar¬ 
itime Junior A Hock¬ 
ey League title, and 
a trio of veteran Hal¬ 
ifax Mooseheads 
castoffs are leading 
their charge. 

Ben MacAslcill is 
the team’s captain 
and leads Bearcats Ben MacAskill 
defencemen with 
three goals and 15 assists 
in 27 games, while hard¬ 



hitting forward Eric Louis- 
Seize has suddenly found 
an offensive touch 
and is second in 
team scoring with 
30 points in 26 
games. 

Yuri Cheremetiev, 
who joined the 
Bearcats after being 
cut by the Titan ear¬ 
lier this month, al¬ 
ready has three goals and 
an assist in four games. 


Winning gold won’t be easy 



Canada’s Brayden Schenn is stuffed by Czech Republic goalie 
Pavel Francouz during world junior exhibition play Wednesday. 


Indianapolis looking to 
extend perfect record to 15-0 


team Canada They are the 
home team and therefore 
the favourite, but winning 
gold at the world junior 
hockey championship 
won’t be easy for Canada. 

The Swedes, who lost 5-1 
to their hosts in the final 
last year in Ottawa, are 
back with big goaltender 
Jacob Markstrom and a 
fleet of gifted forwards, 
and the Russians, who lost 
to Canada in a shootout in 
the semifinals, should be 
just as dangerous with 
Nikita Filatov cruising for 
goals. 

Meanwhile, the Canadi¬ 
ans have lost some of their 
best scorers to the NHL, 
like John Tavares, Matt 
Duchene and Evander 
Kane, as well as the injured 
Cody Hodgson, and may 
need to rely more than 
usual on defence and team 
play as they try to win a 
record sixth consecutive 
gold medal. 

“The record is exciting in 


itself, especially to do it on 
home soil,” said Canadian 
defenceman Ryan Ellis. 

“It’s important for us to 
win this and be part of his¬ 
tory. 

“It would help if we had 
a lot of those guys in the 
NHL, but I think we’ll be 
fine. Everyone will step up 
and play better than they 
ever have.” 

The tournament, official¬ 


ly called the IIHF Under-20 
World Championship, 
kicks off Saturday with 
Canada playing the first 
round in Saskatoon in 
Group A with Slovakia, the 
U.S., Latvia and Switzer¬ 
land, while the tighter 
Group B in Regina has Swe¬ 
den, Russia, the Czech Re¬ 
public, Finland and Aus¬ 
tria. The final is Jan. 5. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


nfl To be perfect or not to 
be? The Indianapolis Colts 
don’t consider it much of a 
dilemma, really. 

They certainly aren’t go¬ 
ing to sit Peyton Manning 
for long as he pursues an 
unprecedented fourth MVP 
award and the career 
50,000-yard passing mark. 
And on Sunday they host 
the Jets, a team that has 
shown little ability to keep 
up offensively. 

So Manning could get in 
his work, lift the Colts to 
15-0, knock the Jets out of 
playoff contention and 
finish off an unbeaten 
home schedule before 
heading to Buffalo for the 
finale. 

And a share of history. 

“You don’t want to lose a 
game. As a competitor, as 
an athlete, you want to go 
out every single game and 
win,” defensive end 
Dwight Freeney said. “That 
being said, we’re going out 


"You don’t want to 
lose a game. As a 
competitor, as an 
athlete, you want to 
go out every single 
game and win.” 
Dwight Freeney, 

Colts defensive end 


there and playing hard 
every game no matter who 
is out there. Maybe the 
starters may not be out 
there the whole game, but 
that’s no excuse. We still 
have to try to get it done 
regardless.” 

They have gotten it done 
23 straight games, an NFL 
regular-season record. To 
think they will make a 
halfhearted effort at an un¬ 
beaten slate is, well, un¬ 
thinkable. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Sports in brief 


BASKETBALL Celtics forward 
Paul Pierce had fluid drained 
from his right knee 
Wednesday and will miss the 
next two weeks. Pierce did not 
make the flight to Orlando for 
a Christmas Day game against 
the Magic. 

BASEBALL The Athletics have 
finalized a $ 5-25 million US, 
one-year contract with free 
agent outfielder Coco Crisp. 
The deal, announced Wednes¬ 
day, pays Crisp $ 4-75 million 
next year and includes a $5-75 
million club option for 2011 
with a $500,000 buyout. 
FOOTBALL An ankle injury pre¬ 
vented Buffalo Bills starter 
Ryan Fitzpatrick from practis¬ 
ing Wednesday, opening the 
possibility for Brian Brohm to 
make his NFL debut at Atlanta 
this weekend. Interim head 
coach Perry Fewell declined to 
rule out Fitzpatrick, saying the 
quarterback was feeling better 
after he was hurt in a 17-10 loss 
against New England last 
weekend. 

BASEBALL The power-hungry 
Atlanta Braves are hoping 
longtime third baseman Troy 
Glaus can fill the team's void at 
first base. The Braves have 
reached a preliminary 
agreement on a one-year con¬ 
tract with Glaus, a person with 
knowledge of the negotiations 
told The Associated Press on 
Wednesday. 

BASKETBALL Pau Gasol has 
agreed to a three-year contract 
extension with the Los Angeles 
Lakers, and he's hoping Kobe 
Bryant follows his lead. Gasol's 
deal extends through the 2013- 
14 season, and could be worth 
more than $60 million US de¬ 
pending on future salary caps. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


SCOREBOARD 

QMJHL_ 


HALIFAX MOOSEHEADS HOLIDAY SCHEDULE: 

SUNDAY, DEC. 27 
Moncton at HALIFAX, 4 p.m. 

TUESDAY, DEC. 29 
HALIFAX at Cape Breton, 7 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 30 
Cape Breton at HALIFAX, 7 p.m. 

SATURDAY, JAN. 2 
HALIFAX at Bathurst, 7 p.m. 

SUNDAY, JAN. 3 
HALIFAX at P.E.I., 4 p.m. 


HALIFAX RAINMEN HOLIDAY SCHEDULE: 

SUNDAY, JAN. 3 

Halifax at Lawton-Fort Sill, 4:35 p.m. 


m.metr^riews.ca 



Scan this barcode for the most recent 
Sports updates on your smartphone. 

Learn how to scan the barcode with 
the instructions at the top of pg 3 
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Alfredsson leaves game 

Ottawa Senators forward Daniel Alfredsson left Wednesday night's game 
against the Pittsburgh Penguins after taking a hit to the head, the Canadian press 


sports 19 


BOXING DAYS 



Montreal Canadien Sergei Kostitsyn slips the puck past Carolina Hurricanes goalie Cam Ward on 
Wednesday night in Raleigh, N.C. The Canadiens won 5-1. 


Halak stops 46 in win 


NHL 


Montreal 5 Carolina 1 



Glen Metropolit and 
Andrei Markov are putting 
the power in Montreal’s 
power play. Not that the 
Canadiens really needed 
that much offence — not 
with Jaroslav Halak stop¬ 
ping pucks like this again. 

Metropolit scored two 
goals with the man advan¬ 
tage after Markov had his 
third in three games, Ha¬ 
lak made 46 saves and the 
Canadiens routed the Car¬ 
olina Hurricanes 5-1 on 
Wednesday night for their 
third straight victory. 

Andrei Kostitsyn and 
Sergei Kostitsyn added 
goals, while Tomas 


Plelcanec and Scott Gomez 
had three assists apiece for 
the Canadiens, who led 4-1 
in the first period. 

“We stuck to our game 
plan — we got pucks in 
deep, our power play was 
key right away,” Metropol¬ 
it said. “A team like that, 
they’ve been playing hard, 
but you get them down a 
couple goals, and maybe 
they’re pressing a little too 
much, and we took advan¬ 
tage of it.” 

Montreal, which entered 
with the NHL’s second-best 
power-play unit, scored 
three times with the man 
advantage and is 8-for-13 
on the power play through 
the first three games of a 
season-high seven-game 
road trip. 

And in this one, there 
certainly was no shortage 
of Canadiens putting up 
impre s sive numbers. 


Plelcanec, who assisted 
on Montreal’s first three 
goals, pushed his three- 
game point total to nine, 
and his 36 assists rank sec¬ 
ond in the league. Halak, 
who was one save shy of 
matching the career high 
he set last time out against 
Atlanta, has stopped 133- 
of-137 shots in his last 
three games. 

“You’ve got to be lucky 
for us to win these games. I 
got lucky tonight, I got 
lucky the night before and 
before (that),” Halak said. 
“Hopefully it’s going to 
stick with me.” 

But the most significant 
contributions of late may 
have come from Markov, 
who missed two months 
with a leg injury. He has 
four points in three games 
while providing instant of¬ 
fence since his return. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Blue Jays complete deal to 
get Morrow from Mariners 


SCOREBOARD 



WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS 


Pittsburgh 8 Ottawa 2 
Montreal 5 Carolina 1 
Minnesota 3 Edmonton 1 
N.Y. Islanders 3 Toronto 1 
Boston 6 Atlanta 4 
Chicago 3 Detroit 0 
NY. Rangers 4 Florida 1 
Philadelphia 5 Tampa Bay 2 
Washington 5 Buffalo 2 
Dallas 3 Columbus l 
Anaheim at Phoenix 
St. Louis at Calgary 

THURSDAY TO FRIDAY 

No Games Scheduled. 



WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS 

Toronto 94 Detroit 64 
Miami 80 Utah 70 
Minnesota 103 New Jersey 99 
New Orleans 108 Golden State 102 
Orlando 102 Houston 87 
Portland 98 San Antonio 94 
Washington 109 Milwaukee 97 
Atlanta at Denver 
Oklahoma City at Phoenix 
Cleveland at Sacramento 

THURSDAY 

No Games Scheduled. 

FRIDAY’S GAMES 

Miami at New York 
Boston at Orlando 
Cleveland at L.A. Lakers 
L.A. Clippers at Phoenix 
Denver at Portland 


The Toronto Blue Jays are a 
team without an ace now 
that Roy Halladay is gone 
and Wednesday’s acquisi¬ 
tion of Brandon 
Morrow does little 
to immediately 
change that chal¬ 
lenging new reality. 

But in picking up 
the 25-year-old with 
dominating stuff 
from the Seattle 
Mariners, general Brandon 
manager Alex An- Morrow 
thopoulos has 
added a pure power pitch¬ 
er to the team’s lengthy 
list of potential starters for 
2010 , one with an upside 
that few of the others can 
match. 

“He reminds me a lot of 
A.J. Burnett in terms of the 


delivery and the stuff,” An- 
thopoulos said on a confer¬ 
ence call after completing 
the deal that sent reliever 
Brandon League and 
minor-league out¬ 
fielder Johermyn 
Chavez to Seattle. 

“He can throw 
very hard, it’s 98, 99 
as if he’s playing 
catch and it’s a pow¬ 
er curveball in the 
low 80s, similar to 
what Burnett did. 
His changeup is not 
there right now, it’s more 
of a show-me changeup 
but it has pretty good ac¬ 
tion and it has promise, 
and I think Burnett was 
kind of the same way. So I 
think he’s got that type of 
ceiling.” the Canadian press 



We will beat ALL Competitors Rates... 

Guaranteed! 


If the Country you call is 
not listed, call now and 
we'll beat the rate you 
are currently paying. 



UNLIMITED 
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Anywhere in 
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Make Long Distance calls to Anywhere 
in the World from your Cell Phone at 
Comwave's GUARANTEED Lowest Rates 

No need to cancel your service provider. 

$10 Free Long Distance for every friend you refer 
No Contracts 


1 - 866 - 519-8090 
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CHEVROLET 


UNWRAPb 

EVEN MORE! -“4 


DON’T PAY FIRST 

PAYMENTS! 


WINTER 

TIRES! 2 


2010 CHEVROLET 
COBALT LS 


INCLUDES: 

• 2.2L Ecotec 155 hp Engine 

• CD Player with MP3 Playback & iPod 
Audio Input Jack 

• Driver Information Center 

• Automatic Headlamps 

• Variable Intermittent Wipers 

• Plus More! 

CASH PURCHASE PRICE 

$14289 

Freight not included 



with $0 down 
payment and 
purchase financing 
for 84 months 


INCLUDES $1000 ° HOLIDAY BONUS 


BI-WEEKLY 


COMPARE, AND YOU WILL KNOW 


OR STEP UP TO THE 

2010 COBALT LT 

515909 


Freight not 
included 


CASH PURCHASE PRICE 


INCLUDES $1000 J HOLIDAY BONUS 

0R ft O* BI-WEEKLY 

t 5 109 


CASH PURCHASE PRICE 
HEAD CURTAIN SIDE IMPACT AIRBAGS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
16" ALUMINUM WHEELS 
REMOTE KEYLESS ENTRY 
POWER DOOR LOCKS 
HP/TORQUE 
POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 


2010 CHEVROLET 

COBALT LT 

2010 HYUNDAI ELANTRA 2010 HONDA CIVIC 

L SEDAN DX SEDAN 

$15,909** 

$15,849** 

$15,990** 

Standard 

Not Available 

Standard 

Standard 

Optional 

Optional 

Standard 

15" Steel 

15" Steel 

Standard 

Not Available 

Not Available 

Standard 

Standard 

Not Available 

155/150 

138/136 

140/128 

5-year/160,000 km 

5-yea r/100,000 km 

5-yea r/100,000 km 


with $0 down payment 
and purchase financing 
for 84 months 


With More than *2,000** in additional features than Hyundai or Honda 


tt Value of additional features based on dealer pricing. Vehicle comparison is based on 2010 Cobalt LT 
(1AL69/1AL37 ISA), 2010 Elantra L Sedan (D4T) and 2010 Civic DX Sedan (FA1529EX). ** Vehicle specification 
and purchase price according to the information available on the manufacturer's website at time of printing. 


0nin PL|C\/DOI CT A\/Cfl 5 INCLUDES:* Peppy 1.6L 4 Cylinder Engine • CD Player with MP3 Playback & 
ZU IU LnCVKULC I MVCU 3 iPod® Audio Input Jack* Driver’s Seat Height Adjuster • 60/40 Split-Folding 



Rear Seat • Plus More! 


CASH PURCHASE PRICE 


$ 12,149 $85 






Freight not included 


OR OWN IT! 


with $0 down 
payment and 
purchase financing 
for 84 months 


BI-WEEKLY 



§2350 


W 


& 


W 


★ ★★★★ FIVE-STAR SAFETY RATING* INCLUDES $1000 ° HOLIDAY BONUS 


OR ASK ABOUT 


|%* 

I PURCHASE FINANCING FOR 36 MONTHS! 


60 DAY SATISFACTION GUARANTEE* 


DEALER OR SEE THE FULL LINE-UP AT I 



Canada ♦ 


TOY JOY evfivr 

^j^Star 


THE BEST COVERAGE IN CANADA 

C YFflR^ • POWERTRAIN COMPONENT LIMITED WARRANTY 
rv ■ J-fl 1 .;• ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 
160,000 KM ‘COURTESYTRANSPORTATION 

♦WHICHEVER COMES FIRST. EXCLUDES MEDIUM-DUTY TRUCKS. SEE DEALER FOR LIMITED WARRANTY DETAILS. 



CHEVROLET 
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Splash out 

Longines ladies Dolce Vita watch, $1,750, features 12 numerals set with six diamonds and silver dots. Available 
at every retailer across Canada that carries Longines. For more, go to longines.com. metro news services 
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Bathing beauties 


12 Days of 
Christmas, | 
$ 74 - 95 , 

includes a Hol¬ 
iday Bubble Bar, 
Jingle Spells, 
and more. Call 
1 - 866 - 644-5874 
or visit lush.ca 
for more. 


Rocky Mountain Soap Company’s 
Spicy Mandarin Christmas, $21.50. 
Includes Large Spicy Mandarin 
Body Butter, Spicy 
Mandarin Soap, and 
Spicy Mandarin Bath 
Salt. Available at stores 
across Canada, or at 
rockymountain 
soap.com. 




Season’s Treatings 
by Bliss, $ 45 , 
includes body but¬ 
ter, hand cream 
\ and body wash. 

Available at 
Sephora. For 
|l more, call 1-877- 
73x4672. 


MOUNI 


Winter White Fresh and 
Winter White Citrus 
body wash, $16.50 each; 
and Winter White Fresh 
and Winter White Citrus 
splash, $29.50 each. 
Available at Bath and 
Body Works stores across 
Canada. For more, go to 
bathandbodyworks.com. 


NT VINTER 
WINTER fHI WINTER VHITE 
WHITE TRI WHITE RESH 
FRESH D¥W CITRUS ODY WASH 

SPLASH BODY LOTION 


MERRY CRANBERRY COLLECTION 

Pamper her with cranberry treats from The 
Body Shop this holiday season. This best¬ 
selling holiday favourite collection includes 
bath and shower gel, soap, lip balm, body 
butter, frosted shimmer lotion, candles, 
home fragrance oil, and much more. 

$5-$24 

Available at The Body Shop stores across 
Canada. 

thebodyshop.ca 


VER BUBBLES 


CREME MOUSSE 


TE BAIN DOUCHE 


Jacky Frost, 
Gingerbread 
Woman and 
Snow Woman 
bath and show¬ 
er bubbles, $20 
each. For more, 
go to cake 
beauty.com. 


BATH & SHOWER BUBBLES 


CREME MOUSSANTE BAIN DOUCHE 


Fruity Foaming Bath Collection, $24 (6 x 40 mL). 
Comes in six colours and fragrances: Field Berries, 
Pear-Peony, Grapefruit-Guava, Georgia Peach, 
Very Lemon and Orange-Cantaloupe. Available at 
Fruits & Passion stores across Canada. For more, 
go to fruits-passion.com. 


MERRY 

CRANBERRY 


'Bo-mg UJeek at VenUS envy 


it' 


s our 


^aest?? 


k 


of the year! 


25% of all to-c/al! 

4 dac/a only! 

Sunday, Dec 27 — Wednesday, Dec 30 ^ 

K 

venus envy , 



598 Barrington St, Halifax. 902-422-0004 WWW.venUSenvy.Ca 



■ 


EVERYTHING IN THE SHOP 


p! BONG* IS# ZIPPER "1 ONeitiL. CHILI 
head NIXON UlirtlXLUD Iscott 


1270 BEDFORD HIGHWAY 902 406 3449 WWW.ENTITYBOARDSHOP.COM 
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{I f j For him 

||T^ This Remington 8-in-i Grooming System, $25.93, is available 

n u at Walmart. For more, go to walmart.ca. metro news services 

aUU 
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Hey, good-looking 


Davidoff Hot Water 
Eau de Toilette, $65 
for 60 mLand $$87 
for 110 mL. Also 
comes in after-shave 
balm, $49 for 100 
mL, and deodor¬ 
ant, $30 for 
75 g. 

Available 
at Sears 
and select 
drug 
stores 
across 
Canada. 


I 


Braun Series 7 Pulsonic shaver, $279-99- 
$339-99, features an LCD display screen. 

Available in department and 
mass merchandise 
stores across 
Canada. 





David Beck¬ 
ham Signa¬ 
ture Story 

for Him, $57 for 50 mL and $69 for 75 mL. Available 
at drug and department stores across Canada. 


Carry-on Companions, 
$29.75, includes travel-sizes 
of Aveda Men Pure- 
Formance Shampoo and 
Aveda Men Pure-Formance 
Grooming Clay. Available in 
Aveda salons, spas 
and stores. For more, 
call 1-800-689-1066. 




Life Brand Revitaliz¬ 
ing Shower Gel Set, 

$6.99 at Shoppers 
Drug Mart. For more, 
goto shoppersdrug- 
mart.ca. 



CO.BIGELOW 


C.O. Bigelow Barber Collection for Him includes 
Elixir White Cologne, $24.50; Elixir White 
Hair & Body Wash, $13; and Elixir White 
Ultra-Light 
Body Lotion, 
$13. Available 
at Bath and 
Body Works, 
bathandbody 
works.com. 



Solutions by 
Vidal Sassoon 
Haircut Kit, 

$24.99, is an 
18-piece 
system 
that 

includes a barber 
comb and steel barber 
shears. Available at Shoppers 
Drug Mart. For more, go to shoppersdrugmart.ca. 


Sephora Viva Box Collec¬ 
tor’s Fragrance Sampler 
for Him, $45- Includes 
Ralph Lauren Polo Black, 
Versace Pour Homme Eau 
de Toilette and Canali Eau 
de Toilette. At Sephora. 
For more, call 

r 11 fl* 1-877-737- 
| I JL 4672. 




Put a Home Gym on 

Your Fitness List 

Healtny savinqs on all the right gear! 




PACKAGE 1 

PACKAGE 2 

PACKAGE 3 

PACKAGE 4 

• Lifefitness G2 Multi Gym 

• Hoist V-Express Multi Gym 

• Hoist V4-Elite Multi Gym 

• Inspire M4 Multi Gym 

• Bremshey Control 

• Bremshey Control 

• Bremshey Control 

• Bremshey Control 

Recumbent Bike 

Recumbent Bike 

Recumbent Bike 

Recumbent Bike 

•Anti-Burst Stability Ball 

•Anti-Burst Stability Ball 

• Anti-Burst Stability Ball 

•Anti-Burst Stability Ball 

• Poster Pack 

• Poster Pack 

• Poster Pack 

• Poster Pack 

Save $ 600 

Save $ 700 

Save $ 700 

Save $ 800 

Less than $45/month 

Less than $55/month 

Less than $75/month 

Less than $85/month 


spartanfitness.ca 


DARTMOUTH HALIFAX 

900 Windmill Road 201 Chain Lake Drive 

Call 482-0330 Call 444-7337 


spartan fitness 

The Right Gear. The Right Fit. 
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For your little princess 

This Princess 6 V Quad car, $ 119 - 99 , includes a 6 -volt battery and charger. 

Suitable for ages 3 and up. At Canadian Tire, canadiantire.ca. metro news services 
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Advice for the procrastinator 


BRIAN COULTON 

for Metro Canada 


It’s Dec. 24. You settle in 
front of the tube with a 
cider to watch It's A Won¬ 
derful Life for the 
umpteenth time, glance at 
the perfectly packaged 
gifts under the tree and 
suddenly get the feeling 
you’re forgetting 
something. 

Don’t fear, present pro¬ 
crastinator! 

Just remember these 
four tips to weather the 
last-minute holiday shop¬ 
ping hustle... 

Prime for lines 

Lineups amid your heel¬ 
dragging brethren can en¬ 
courage public fits of frus¬ 
tration due to the claustro¬ 
phobic combination of 
chipper Christmas music, 
flashing lights and other 
latecomers inadvertently 
touching you. 

So zen out by bringing a 
rousing book (have you 
scoured Metro’s holiday 
book picks yet? If not, 
check them out online) or 
iPod to tune out the lot. 
Podcasts from programs 
like CBC’s Definitely Not 
The Opera or NPR’s This 
American Life will make 
you happy by making light 
of the human absurdity 
you’re surrounded by. 



Did you forget to do your holiday shopping? Don't worry, you still have time to get something for everyone on your list. 



Be thoughtfully 
thoughtless 

Sure, gift cards aren’t the 
most attentive festive of¬ 
ferings, but 
they’re easy, of¬ 
ten have no ex¬ 
piry date and 
save you 
from picking 
a present the 
recipient 


plastic rectangle. Consider 
what the giftee likes 
(makeup? books? power 
tools?) and pick a shop 


with a suffocating selec¬ 
tion of it. Buy a greeting 
card, write a 
schmaltzy mes- 


Get out and have 


with the family! 


may com¬ 
pletely hate, 
thereby ruin¬ 
ing your rela¬ 
tionship for¬ 
ever all be¬ 
cause you 
waited so 
long to shop. 
Plus, it does¬ 
n’t take 
much to per¬ 
sonalize a 


visit bowlarama.ca or can 453-BOWL 


sage expressing your love, 
and seal with gift card in¬ 
side. 


When all else 
fails, remember 
the two Fs... 

Fragrances and full- 
refund! Perfume 
and cologne 
provide a per¬ 
fect outlet to 
buy your 
way out of 
Christmas 
neglect. Go 
expensive: 
Black Orchid 
by Tom Ford 
or Stella by 
Stella Mc¬ 
Cartney for 
ladies; 
Tabarome 
by Creed or 


n (Pi Neo) by Givenchy for 
guys. If you buy a box set, 
crack it open and wrap 
items individually to mask 
your embarrassingly obvi¬ 
ous inclination toward a 
deal. But whether buying 
an eau de toilette or toi¬ 
letries (don’t gift toi¬ 
letries), always ask for the 
store refund policy and/or 
obtain a gift receipt. This 
lets the recipient return 
your present and get what 
they really wanted in the 
first place. 

... Unless the stores 
are closed 

If you waited this long, 
you’ve really only got two 
options left: The Internet 
(thanks A1 Gore) or corner- 
store cigars and scratch- 
and-wins. For some reason, 
not eveiybody appreciates 
the latter. Instead, use the 
series of tubes to find a gift 
you don’t need to wait for 
in the mail. Magazine sub¬ 
scriptions, e-coupons for 
music and book downloads 
and getaway bookings are 
easy point-and-click buys 
and don’t even require 
wrapping. Simply pen a 
note proclaiming your 
thoughtfulness, emphasize 
how your gift is so superior 
the recipient must wait to 
get it, and watch the joy 
spread across his or her 
face on Christmas morn¬ 
ing. 


Last-minute gifts you can make yourself 



If you're making gifts with children, try baked goods. 


Crayon Melt Stationary Set 


If ever there has been a year 
to give a homemade holiday 
gift, this is it. Budgets are 
tight. Gift-givers have to be 
more creative than ever if 
they want to delight their 
friends and family with 
something unusual. 

Meanwhile, business is 
booming in the world of 
homemade crafts. Not only 
has scrapbooking launched 
an industry of its own, but 
the notion of do-it-yourself 
has produced thousands of 
new products, services, 
classes and ideas. 

With all these choices, 
the question remains: 
What to give? Here are 
some ideas: 

• Aprons are big this year, 
according to Kathy Rogers 
of Oak Park, Calif. These 


INGREDIENTS: 

• 1 cup flour 

• 3/ 4 cup salt 

• J/ 4 cup cooking oil 

• 11 2 cup water 


kitchen coverups are use¬ 
ful and they’re easy to sew, 
even for novices. 

“People are having fun 
with it; I’ve seen a lot of 
aprons with retro pat¬ 
terns,” said Rogers, a fibre 
artist and teacher who is 
president of the California 
Art Education Association. 
“That seriously seems to be 
a very hot item.” 

Can’t sew at all? Order a 
white cotton twill apron 
from the Bay Area-based 
Dharma Trading Company 
(dharmatrading.com). 

They start at around $7 US 
and can be dressed up with 
tie-dye, buttons, decals, 
fabric paint and just about 
anything else. 

• Or try a wreath. Jenny 
Bosben, a Madison, Wis., 


1 Preheat oven to 350 F. 

In a bowl, mix flour, salt 
and oil with wooden spoon. 
Add water gradually. Shape, 


art teacher, estimates she 
spends about $3 per wreath 
for a metal frame and some 
craft wire. Then she heads 
into her backyard to chop 
off a few pieces of arbor vi¬ 
tae, an evergreen shrub. If 
you don’t have access to 
evergreens, boughs are 
available to buy at Christ¬ 
mas time. 

Just wrap the boughs se¬ 
curely onto the frame with 


add hook for hanging from 
tree, and then bake for l to 2 
hours, until ornaments are 
hard. Paint and decorate. 

-JENNY BOSBEN RECIPE 


the wire, overlapping so 
the stems don’t show. 

“You can add whatever 
you want: Holly berries, 
dried flowers from the 
backyard,” said Bosben. 
“It’s something people re¬ 
ally enjoy because it’s real 
and it smells good.” 

Homemade cards are also 
popular this year, accord¬ 
ing to craft store buyers. 
Molly Heyn-DeVinaspre, a 
sculptor, photographer 
and art teacher in Boise, 
Idaho, creates stationary 
from crayons (see instruc¬ 
tions above). 

• If you’re making gifts 
with children, try baked 
goods, said Laurie Nagus, 


MATERIALS: 

• Electric fry pan 

• Foil 

• Original crayons (not wash¬ 
able) 

• Card stock 
Envelopes 

• Paper towels 

• Hot pad or oven mitts 

METHOD: 

Line pan with foil. Turn 
on pan until hot enough 
to melt crayons. Peel paper 
off crayons. (If working with 
kids, have them use oven 
mitts to avoid burns.) 

2 Melt or draw with the 
crayons on the foil until 
the desired look is 


who runs play groups at 
the Madison Waldorf 
School in Madison, Wis. 

Nagus likes to give 
homemade fudge as a gift. 
She also makes shortbread 
every year for neighbours 
and friends. “We give it 
with a candle and a tiny 
bottle of wine,” she said. 

• Bosben also makes orna- 


achieved; thick pools of 
melted crayons end up cre¬ 
ating interesting shapes. 

3 Place paper on top of 
melted wax. Gently blot 
with paper towel to stick 
the wax onto the paper. Lift 
paper off and allow cooling 
time. 

4 Fold in half to create 
card. Wipe excess wax 
off foil with paper towel 
and create another. 

5 Package all of the cards 
with envelopes and tie a 
piece of yarn around every¬ 
thing. 

- BY MOLLY HEYN-DeVINASPRE 


ments from a salt clay 
recipe that her mother 
used (see recipe at left). 
Baked hard, the ornaments 
can be painted and deco¬ 
rated. Salt clay renders the 
ornaments both rock-hard 
and unappetizing to the 
family dog. “The ones my 
mom made, they lasted 
forever,” Bosben said. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Holiday ornament recipe 

METHOD: 
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Stocking stuffer 

Where The Wild Things Are ornament, $ 19.99 at Hallmark. 
For more, go to hallmark.ca. metro news services 


Toys for boys 


Ben 10 Alien Force 
Spidermonkey, 

$7.99. Each set 
includes two 
figures, an alien key 
to unlock body parts 
and an alien com¬ 
bo card. Spider- 
monkey comes 
with Echo Echo. 
Available at 
Walmart, 

, / , 

Zellers. 


Spider-Man Zoom N Go 
ATV Racer, $14 99. 
Available at 
Walmart, 

Zellers M 
and AE 
Toys 
RUs. 


Power Rangers nn. 

Eagle Guardian, 

$ 10 . 99 . Comes in 
other animal 

assortments, including Lion, 
Wolf and Shark. Available ex¬ 
clusively at Toys R Us. 


Kota 
& Pals 

Monty ]9 

Rex di- | 

nosaur, 

$89-99, 
moves his 
head, tail 

and arms — and he walks 
too! Available at Walmart, 
tellers and Toys R Us. 


that keeps on 

Giving 


RC Camaro, 

$34-99. 
Available 
at Canadi¬ 
an Tire. 

For more, 
go to cana- 
diantire.ca. 


Help Oxfam fight poverty! 


To order by phone 1-866-572-2831 

nwrfppedl ©££f" 


G.l. Joe Snake Eyes Ninja fig- . 
ure and G.l. Joe Tough ^ 
Trooper, right, $ 29.99 JF 
each. Available at l^j. 

Walmart, Zellers and Toys R Us. 


Helmet Heroes Police 
Officer, $39-99- Fea¬ 
tures colourful lights 
and a microphone so 
i boys can hear them- 
| selves broadcast 

A their adventure. 

Il Available at 

M Walmart, Zellers 
and Toys R Us. 


Didn't get everything on your Christmas list? 
Check out our Boxing Week Sale, with great 
deals at over 160 stores and services. And don't 
Forget to use your Mic Mac GiFt Cards - they'll 
go much Further this week! 


Green Toys Recycling 
Truck, $ 29 . 95 , made from 
recycled plastic milk 
^ containers. Avail- 
l able at Indigo 
and Chapters 
\ stores across 
Canada. For 
WP more, go to 
chapters.indi- 
go.ca. 


MIC MAC MALL 


>ay WWINNERS IHomeSense tf/l/l AEROPOSIALE TOySHUS ISfewp.store 


Find us on 

Facebook 


21 Mic Mac Boulevard, Exit 5 off Hwy 111, Dartmouth micmacmall.COm 
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www.oxfamunwrapped.ca 


Sale starts December 27, 9=00 am 
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Queen Mattress Set 

only 


Euro Pillow Top with Memory l w P 
Foam and Latex! I 


r 


?399 


Foam and Latex! 

Was $24-99 


Only 


Was WAT 




Pillows, 
Sheets 
& Frame! 


S * VE 30% ■ 60% 

OFF STOREWIDE! 


4 Piece Bedroom Set 

*799 

Was $;umn 

Includes Queen Bed, Dresser, 
Mirror and 1 Nite Stand 


) Piece Dining Set 

*897 

Was %ym- 

I Includes Table with butterfly leaf 
1 4 Chairs and Bench! 

m 


onaWk 

^ FURN I TURE 

It’s you! 


^ E IN STOCK 

J ^ IN OUR WAREHOUSE 
^ READY TO DELIVER! 
www.worldwidefurniture.ca 


Halifax 

3377 Kempt Road 
tel 455-9433 

Dartmouth 

1245 Cole Harbour Road 
tel 435-1525 
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Family fun 

The Penguin, caveman and other characters come to life in this Pictureka! 300-piece 
puzzle, $7-99- Available at Walmart, Zellers and Toys R Us. metro news services 


Home 


Slatkin oil 
warmer figuraIs, 

$14.50, and ^ _ _ 

fragrance oils, $7-50 JV 

each. Available at « 

Bath & Body Works 
stores across Cana¬ 
da. For more, go to M ' 

bathandbody [faff • 

works.com. 




for the 


12 Days of Christ¬ 
mas votive set, 

$29.99. These 
holiday berry- 
scented candles 
are available at 
Indigo and Chap¬ 
ters stores across Canada, 


holidays 


Leopard print glasses, 
$4-99 each. Available 
at HomeSense. For 
more, go to home 
sense.ca. 


Snowman appetizer 

plates, $30 for a set of fc- 

more, go to pamperedchef.com or 
call 1-800-266-5562. 



■ 


20% OFF ■ 
ALL NATURl 
MATTRESSES 


Natura talalay Latex 

Sleeps cool and dry 
Relieves pressure points 
Reduces tossing and turning 


Twin 

$449 tax in! 

Double 

$ 549 tax in! 


Thick pillowtop with 
memory foam & wool 
Single to king available 


AND PLENTY MORE 


(BAYERS LAKE) 


( BURNSIDE ) 


MATTRESS GALLERY 


Comer of Wright Ave & Garland 1 7 2 Chain Lake Dr 

simmonsmattressgalleryuiet 435-5119 4500233 


Free local delivery on sets $599 and more • Free removal of old set and set up of new • Financing also available 



Merry Merry salad 
plates, $10 each; Merry Merry 
appetizer plates, $9 each; Merry Merry 
serving platter, $32. All available at Pier 
1 Imports. For more, go to pieri.ca. 



Caspian dessert plates, $9.99 
for four. All by PC Home. For 
more, go to superstore.ca. 

Stem less 

champagne 

glasses, 

$9-99, by PC 
Home. For 
more, go to 
superstore.ca. 



in science t, ranccrra 



Exciting sessions for 
youth in grades 4 - 9 
January - March! 

For more info or 
to register go to 
www.supernova.dal.ca 
or call 494.6220 

SUPERNOVA* 

at Dalhousie University 






















































BLOWOUT! 


Over 3 Million Dollars worth 
of Furniture Inventory is on Sale 


Some Items 

UPTO 


% 

OFF 


on some items, so hurry in for Best Selection! 

It all begins... 


Furniture Centre 


iBnber 27th 8am-8pm 

Highfield Park, Dartmouth 

( 902 ) 466-5552 


Atlantic Canada's Largest Furniture Store 

* 0 AC. Clearance Center, Appliances & G 1 outlet items are different terms. Not combinable with any other discounts or financing offers. No minimum purchase required. See store for complete details. 
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This year in fashion 2009 

Hosted by Glen Baxter, a special edition of In Fashion reviews the memorable moments and 
events that shaped the world of fashion in 2009. Premieres Sunday on CTV. metro news service 


Style 



If the shoe fits... the redpi 


Need a last-minute gift idea for the fashionista in your life? Dazzle her 
with the The Red Shoe Lover’s Cell Phone Holder. This bejeweled stand, 
adorned with fully-faceted crystals, fits most standard headsets and 
features a built-in grommet for a recharging cable. She will be head 
over heels for it! Available at The Shoe (thesource.ca) for $9.99. 

METRO NEWS SERVICE 


EDITOR: ANN-MARIE.COLACINOMETRONEWS.CA 






Best 


Amber 
Rose 

Never mind 
that she 
seems to 
have pulled it 
together in 
recent months, 
Kanye West's 
girlfriend spent 
the majority of 
2009 looking 
like one hot 
intight 
gging- 
vearing 
mess. 


Best & Worst 


Maria h 
Carey 

Why our 
beloved 
diva insists on 
squeezing into dres¬ 
ses that are clearly a 
few sizes too small is 
beyond us. We wish 
she’d burn the Spanx 
and exhale normally. 


Lady Gaga 

We loved: Her 
wild and crazy 
approach to 
fashion (see every 
outfit in her video 
for Bad Romance 
and her wardrobe 
at the MTV VMA 
awards). 

We hated: Her 
wild and crazy 
approach to 
fashion (i.e. that 
puzzling bolero 
made of Kermit 
the frog stuffed 
animals and 
weird hat 
made of deer 
antlers). 


Best and worst *09 

Metro polled editors across our 100 editions worldwide to 
compile this list of who looked great and who didn't this year 


Michelle Obama 

Dubbed the first lady of fashion, 
Michelle Obama dazzled us with h€r 
sleeveless, strapless, anctone-armed 
gowns, classic sheath dresses and 
creative accessories over the past year. 
She helped put budding designers on 
the mSp (i.e. Jason Wu) and showed 
off her modesty with old favourites 
like J. Crew. Not since Jackie O has the 
fashion world been so intrigued With 
the White House. 


designer The president of 
foundering Paris-based label 
Emanuel Ungaro — who 
hired Hollywood star Lind¬ 
say Lohan last season in 
what critics decried as a des¬ 
perate move to revive the 
flagging brand — has 
stepped down, the fashion 
house said in a statement 
last week. 

Lebanese-born business¬ 
man Mounir Moufarrige is 
leaving “in order to devote 
more time to his other busi¬ 
nesses, namely, in the watch 
and jewelry industry,” the 
statement said. 

A press officer for the Un¬ 
garo said Moufarrige, who 
joined the label in 2006, will 
continue to serve on its 
strategic committee as an 
adviser on an “as-needed ba¬ 
sis.” 

Moufarrige has made a 
specialty out of reviving 
semi-dormant brands: His 
achievements include 
turning the Montblanc 
pen into a cult object and 
hiring then little-known 


Mounir Mouffarige recently stepped down from his post as 
Emanuel Ungaro’s CEO to devote more time to his other businesses. 


designer Stella McCartney 
at Chloe, which has since 
become a hot label for the 
under-40s set. 

Once favoured by Holly¬ 
wood’s elite, Ungaro had 
been bleeding money 
since its founder retired 
in 2004. However, Moufar¬ 
rige struggled to turn the 
label around, and his at¬ 
tempts to appeal to 
younger consumers ap¬ 
peared to grow ever more 


Changes 

• Ungaro vice-president 
Marie Fournier has been 
named general manager "to 
oversee all operations," ac¬ 
cording to a recent state¬ 
ment. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


desperate as the years 
ticked by. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Diane 
Kruger 

The actress 
has always 
been an 
underground 
stunner, but 
she kicked the 
fashion up a 
notch while pro¬ 
moting Inglouri- 
ous Basterds. 
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Lively lights up Green Lantern 

Gossip Girl actress Blake Lively is set to star in new comic book movie Green Lantern. The 22-year-old blonde star is being 
lined-up to play the love interest of the main character Hal Jordan — who is played by Ryan Reynold, femalefirst.co.uk 
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Baby Knoxville 


_ . It’s a boy for Johnny Knoxville and 
If girlfriend Naomi Nelson. The cou- 

nlp uupIrnmpH con Rnrkn Akira 




pie welcomed son Rocko Akira 
Clapp on Sunday in Los Angeles. The 
baby weighed in at 8 pounds. 


PEOPLE.COM 


EDITOR: DEAN.LISK^)METRONEWS.CA 


Gilliam creates imaginary world 



Actor Heath Ledger died unexpected during production of The Imaginarium of Doctor Parnassus. 


The Imaqinarium of 

Doctor Parnassus 

Director: Terry Gilliam _ 

Stars: Heath Ledger, Johnny 
Depp_ 

Classification: PG 
Rating: 


RICHARD CROUSE 

for Metro Canada 


As you may have guessed 
from the title, The Imagi¬ 
narium of Doctor Parnas¬ 
sus is an odd movie. 
Directed by Terry Gilliam, 
it’s the strange tale of a 
mysterious immortal who 
complicates his life by 
making deals with the 
devil. 

Complicating Gilliam’s 
life during production was 
the unexpected death of 
his star Heath Ledger but, 
the show, as they say, must 
go on and here we are after 


the untimely January 2008 
passing of the young actor, 
with a completed film. 
How did Gilliam finish the 
movie? A new credit, A 
Film from Heath Ledger 
and Friends tells the tale. 

Three of Ledger’s bud¬ 
dies, Johnny Depp (seen 
dancing on a leaf!), Colin 
Farrell and Jude Law, 
stepped in to play “through 
the looking glass” versions 
of the late actor. 

Set in present day Lon¬ 
don the film begins with a 
look at Doctor Parnassus’ 
(Christopher Plummer) 
bizarre traveling show that 
offers people a chance to 
step through Dr.P’s magi¬ 
cal mirror into an alter¬ 
nate reality. He’s selling 
imagination, but his gift of 
mind’s eye manipulation 
came with a heavy price. 

Eons before he made a 
trade with the devil (Tom 


Waits): Remarkable power 
in exchange for his first 
born daughter on her six¬ 
teenth birthday. That an¬ 
niversary is now days away 
but with the help of a mys¬ 
terious stranger named 
Tony (played by Ledger, 
Depp, Law and Farrell) and 


the magic mirror Dr. P just 
may be able to save her. 

The Imaginarium of Doc¬ 
tor Parnassus is more a 
piece of surrealist art than 
a traditional movie. Imag¬ 
ine watching a Salvador 
Dali painting come to life 
and you’ll get the idea. 


Gilliam, who co-wrote the 
script as well as directed, 
has allowed his imagina¬ 
tion to run riot. 

While the story mean¬ 
ders to and fro he fills the 
screen with unforgettable 
images; Old Nick dangling 
Dr. P from the end of a 


On the web 


• For movie trailers, photos 
and screen times — or to 
buy tickets — visit 
metronews.ca/movies. 


branch or a multi-eyed hot 
air balloon shaped like a 
man’s head or the ensem¬ 
ble of skirt wearing, danc¬ 
ing Bobbies. Visually it’ll 
make your eyeballs do the 
Watusi. 

The story, however, may 
leave some a bit baffled, 
but so what if it warps the 
brain a bit? The film oozes 
Gilliam’s trademarked an¬ 
archic spirit — he might 
be the only filmmaker 
who could replace his lead¬ 
ing man with three other 
actors and actually pull it 
off — and is the most origi¬ 
nal movie of the year. 


It’s Complicated uncommonly mature 



Meryl Streep and Alec Baldwin star in It’s Complicated. 


It's Complicated 

Director: Nancy Meyers 
Stars: Meryl Streep, Alec 
Baldwin, Steve Martin 
Classification: 14A 
Rating: @@@ 


PHIL BROWN 

for Metro Canada 


review Writer/director Nan¬ 
cy Meyers (Something’s Got 
To Give) is a specialist in ro¬ 
mantic comedies about 
middle-aged women. It’s a 
genre with a built in audi¬ 
ence and normally few sur¬ 
prises. 

However, there’s some¬ 


thing different about It’s 
Complicated. This movie 
actually presents psycho¬ 
logically believable charac¬ 
ters and doesn’t offer easy 
happy endings. For a holi¬ 
day release comedy, it is 
surprisingly well written 
despite the Hollywood fan¬ 
tasy elements. 

Sure everyone in the 
movie is ridiculously rich 
and impossibly attractive, 
but if Meryl Streep and 
Alec Baldwin actually had 
children there probably 
wouldn’t be a fugly kid in 
the family. 

Meryl Streep stars as a 
divorcee whose youngest 
child just left for college. 


Just as she starts planting 
the seeds for a relationship 
with a charming architect 
(Steve Martin), Streep has a 
drunken rendezvous with 
her ex-husband (Alec Bald¬ 
win) that leads to an affair. 

All the expected comic 
mix-ups and zany shenani¬ 
gans follow, but what is a 
pleasant surprise is that 
they have genuine repercus¬ 
sions for the characters and 
nothing gets tidied up in an 
obvious way. 

For the most part this is a 
lighthearted romp, but 
Nancy Meyers crafts her 
characters as believable hu¬ 
man beings and there is a 
mature undercurrent of re¬ 


ality rarely found in this 
sort of movie. 

Despite the clever 
screenplay, this is an ac¬ 
tor’s movie and Meyers 
cast the roles well. 

Meryl Streep is her ex¬ 
pected excellent self, get¬ 
ting plenty of laughs while 
still creating a three di¬ 
mensional character. Steve 
Martin delivers the goods 
as always, but the real star 
is Alec Baldwin who steals 
every scene. 

Baldwin has really come 
into his own as a comic ac¬ 
tor in recent years as his 
burgeoning beer-belly and 
scotch n’ cigars scarred 
voice began to overcome 


his leading man looks. It’s 
Complicated might be a 
little too familiar to be con¬ 
sidered a great movie, but 
it is uncommonly mature 
for the genre and should 


please the target audience. 

• For It’s Complicated 
trailers, photos and screen 
times — or to buy tickets 
— visit metronews.ca / 
movies. 
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Longoria launches fragrance 

Eva Longoria is to launch her own fragrance. The Desperate Housewives actress has created a new scent with Falic Fashion 
Group and was keen to make something wearable and not overpowering, femalefirst.co.uk 


Fun from start to finish 

Robert Downey Jr. and Jude Law are perfect together in Sherlock Holmes 



Robert Downey Jr., left, and Jude Law stir up plenty of chemistry in Sherlock Holmes. 


Auction to sell 
Cher’s home 

people Cher’s six-bedroom 
Hawaii home overlooking 
the Pacific Ocean is set to 
be auctioned Jan. 18. 

Concierge Auctions esti¬ 
mated the property with 
views of the Hualalai Golf 
Course at $8 million to $12 
million US. 

A website set up for the 
sale says the property has 
a main residence and five 
freestanding bungalows. 
Four have bedroom suites, 
and the fifth is a media 
bungalow with a bar. 

Cosby to receive 
special award 

prize Bill Cosby will be the 
next recipient of the Mari¬ 
an Anderson Award. 

He is to accept the award 
and $100,000 prize April 6 
at the Kimmel Center in 
Philadelphia. The comedi¬ 
an, actor and educator is 
being honoured for his cul¬ 
tural impact as well as his 
work in encouraging aca¬ 
demic achievement and 
calling for accountability 
in the black community. 

It honours artists 
whose leadership benefits 
society, the associated press 


Sherlock Holmes 

Director: Guy Ritchie 
Stars: Robert Downey Jr., 
Jude Law 

Classification: PG 


NED EHRBAR 

for Metro Canada 


review Guy Ritchie’s risky 
re-imagining of literature’s 
most famous detective def¬ 
initely pays off well, 
thanks in most part to the 
sheer force of charisma 
that is Robert Downey Jr. 

As he proved earlier this 
year in the middling The 
Soloist, Downey can be 
great even when the movie 
around him fails to per¬ 
form. Luckily, in Sherlock 
Holmes he doesn’t have to. 

The film takes all the 
strokes of genius and su¬ 
perhuman deductive skills 
usually attributed to 
Holmes and adds the psy¬ 


chological shortcomings 
that would naturally go 
with them. He can’t ven¬ 
ture out into public with¬ 
out obsessively clocking 


every odd behavior of his 
fellow Londoners. 

Downey portrays all of 
this splendidly, as un¬ 
hinged is one of his better 


looks. But Holmes is noth¬ 
ing without Watson, and 
under Ritchie’s direction, 
Jude Law is better than 
he’s been in years. The two 


are perfect together, stir¬ 
ring up enough chemistry 
to make Watson’s fiancee 
(Kelly Reilly) feel like an 
unwanted distraction. 

Unfortunately, most of 
Holmes’ ticks are aban¬ 
doned for the second half, 
when they get down to the 
business of unraveling the 
case at hand, the mysteri¬ 
ous resurrection of con¬ 
victed murderer Lord 
Blackwood (the menacing 
Mark Strong). 

There are plenty of elab¬ 
orate action sequences set 
throughout the grey, mud¬ 
dy, under-construction 
London, but all the loose 
ends tie up a bit too neatly 
in the end — except for 
those needed to tease a se¬ 
quel. It’s absolute fun from 
start to finish, but it would 
be nice if so much of the 
fun weren’t front-loaded. 

• For Sherlock Holmes 
photos, a trailer and screen 
times — or to buy tickets — 
visit metronews.ca/movies. 



THE MOST NOMINATED FILM IN ITS HISTORY! 


PETER TRAVERS 'RojlirfgStone 

DAZZLING! 

A HOT-BLOODED MUSICAL 
FANTASIA FULL OF SONG, DANCE 
& SIMMERING SEXUALITY. 

ROB MARSHALL DIRECTOR OF CHICAGO. IS VISIONARY AND ELECTRIC 

NINE IS A TEN! 


Check Theatre Directory or 
r.alliancefilms.com for showtimes. 


GOLDEN GLOBE AWARD NOMINATIONS 


BEST ACTOR BEST ACTRESS BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS BEST ORIGINAL SONG 

Daniel Day-Lewis Morion Cotillord Penelope Cruz ' Cinema Mono" by Maury Yeston 


Unwind with the season's latest flicks 



Movies and Boxing Day go 
together like turkey and 
stuffing. 

While everyone is re¬ 
turning unwanted Christ¬ 
mas gifts or fighting bar¬ 
gain hunters at the mall 
it’s the perfect time to re¬ 
lax and catch up on flicks 
you missed in the hectic 
ramp-up to the holidays. 

The multiplexes are 
jammed with new movies 
at this time of year. Go see 
Disney’s first hand drawn 
faiiy tale in twenty years, 
The Princess and the Frog, 
for the beautiful anima¬ 
tion Stay for the great 
songs and first ever 
African-American princess. 

Also kid friendly is Alvin 
and the Chipmunks: The 
Squealcquel, which sees 
the three furry singing 
stars find some competi¬ 
tion from The Chipettes, 
an all girl chipmunk group 
lead by (the voice of) Drew 
Bariymore. 

If singing rodents aren’t 
your thing how about an 
all singing, all dancing 
movie from the usually oh- 
so-serious Daniel Day 
Lewis? The Oscar winner 
stars in Nine, a musical 


about a film director jug¬ 
gling relationships with 
his wife, mistress, muse, 
agent and mother all while 
wearing cool Italian suits. 

If twisty-turny relation¬ 
ships turn your crank but 
an overdose of Christmas 
carols has put you off mu¬ 
sic for the week, you may 
find some yuks in watch¬ 
ing Steve Martin and Alec 
Baldwin fight over Meryl 
Streep in the comedy It’s 
Complicated or the soon- 
to-be-divorced couple 


Hugh Grant and Sarah Jes¬ 
sica Parker enter the wit¬ 
ness-protection program 
in Did You Hear About the 
Morgans?. 

If you have time on your 
hands — or simply want a 
break from Christmas 
house guests — James 
Cameron’s two-and-a-half- 
hour sci fi epic Avatar is 
the longest movie in cur¬ 
rent release. 

Can’t make the trip to 
the theatre? There’s some¬ 
thing on DVD or Blu-ray 


“While everyone 
is returning 
unwanted 
Christmas gifts or 
fighting bargain 
hunters at the mall, 
it’s the perfect time 
to relax and catch 
up flicks you missed 
in the hectic ramp- 
up to the holidays.” 

for eveiyone. For the kids 
there’s Hariy Potter and 
the Half-Blood Prince and 
G-Force. 

Once the tots have gone 
to bed and grandma has 
had an extra sheriy or two 
check out Trailer Park 
Boys: Countdown to Liquor 
Day, Inglourious Basterds 
or The Hangover for some 
adult entertainment. 

For the music lover in 
the house there’s Taking 
Woodstock and the excel¬ 
lent guitar rock doc It 
Might Get Loud. 

For the lovelorn, (500) 
Days of Summer should 
confirm that love can be 
fleeting, and for the ro¬ 
mantics, Julie & Julia 
should verify that food al¬ 
ways tastes better with 
someone you love. 

Whether staying home 
or going out, there are 
plenty of options to help 
while away a lazy Boxing 
Day. 
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Jon & Kate most overexposed couple 

Jon and Kate Gosselin have been named the most overexposed couple of the year, easily beating 
out Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie in a popeater.com poll, metro news services 
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Nine is not enough 

Musical fails to make transition stage to the big screen 



Nine marks director Rob Marshall’s second attempt to turn a 
lavish stage show into a big-screen showstopper. 


Director goes back 
in time for Victoria 


Nine 

Director: Rob Marshall 
Stars: Daniel Day-Lewis, 
Penelope Cruz _ 

Classification: PG _ 

Rating: 


STEVE GOW 

for Metro Canada 


review Based on a musical 
(which itself was based on 
Federico Fellini’s classic 
film 8 %), Nine marks di¬ 
rector Rob Marshall’s sec¬ 
ond attempt to turn a lav¬ 
ish stage show into a big- 
screen showstopper. 

Well why not? After all, 
he found success with 
Chicago (which won the 
Best Picture Oscar in 2003) 
but unfortunately this Ital¬ 
ian-set noodle only ends 
up al dente. 

Daniel Day Lewis plays 
an admired filmmaker in 
the 1960s that flees Rome 
and the set of his latest pic¬ 
ture at the outset of a 
midlife crisis. Paralyzed by 
a creative deadlock, his 
quandary is reflected in 


fantasy sequences as the 
auteur encounters the 
women in his life — his en¬ 
during wife (Marion Cotil- 
lard), mistress (Penelope 
Cruz), mother (Sophia 


Loren) and others played 
by the likes of Nicole Kid¬ 
man and Kate Hudson. 

While a song notably ac¬ 
companies each female’s 
appearance (and surpris¬ 


ingly, the cast can carry a 
tune) and is intended to re¬ 
veal the filmmaker’s inter¬ 
nal struggle, most of the 
arrangements are still sim¬ 
ply unremarkable with the 
possible exception of Be 
Italian, the movie’s signa¬ 
ture song (performed by 
Fergie of the Black Eyed 
Peas). 

Marshall helps to com¬ 
pensate with a slick pro¬ 
duction, opulent se¬ 
quences and a recurring 
chorus of scantily-clad 
dancers but without some 
fetching songs to support 
it, Nine does not add up to 
a momentous musical. 

While a scrawny story¬ 
line only adds to the film’s 
lack of luster, fans of musi¬ 
cals that are willing to ac¬ 
cept the film for its surface 
glitter may be thrilled. For 
the rest of us ... well, rent 
8 Vi on DVD over the holi¬ 
days to see what goes 
much better without 
singing. 

• For Nine photos, a trailer 
and screen times — or to 
buy tickets — visit 
metronews.ca/movies 


The Young Victoria 

Director: Jean-Marc Vallee 
Stars: Emily Blunt, Rupert 
Friend _ 

Classification: STC _ 

Rating: 


ADAM NAYMAN 

for Metro Canada 


review It’s a bit disap¬ 
pointing that Quebecois 
director Jean-Marc Vallee 
chose to follow up his ec¬ 
static 2005 debut 
C.R.A.Z.Y. with a Golden 
Age melodrama. Why 
would such an unruly, 
contemporary talent will¬ 
ingly stuff himself into a 
period-piece corset? 

That said, The Young 
Victoria, which stars Emily 
Blunt as the eponymous 
monarch and Rupert 
Friend as her ardent suitor 
Prince Albert, is perfectly 
acceptable filmmaking in 
the costume drama mode. 
As an examination of girl- 
in-a-gilded-cage melan¬ 
choly, it’s far more affect¬ 
ing than last year’s simi¬ 


larly themed The Duchess 
(which seemed mostly like 
an excuse to dress Keira 
Knightley in a variety of 
fetching ensembles). 
Screenwriter Julian Fel- 
lowes frames the monarch 
not as an ascendant icon 
but a frustrated teenage 
girl, and it’s no small com¬ 
pliment to say that the 26- 
year old Blunt comes off as 
credibly adolescent (in¬ 
cluding a few nicely 
played temper tantrums). 

Vallee eschews the di¬ 
rectorial pyrotechnics 
that marked C.R.A.Z.Y., 
but still has some trouble 
finding an appropriately 
stately pace: The introduc¬ 
tions of several major 
characters and their vari¬ 
ous roles in palace in¬ 
trigue (most of it revolv¬ 
ing around the 18-year-old 
queen’s ability to rule) feel 
rushed. Eventually, the 
film settles into a gauzy, 
romantic groove, building 
to a climax that feels emo¬ 
tionally authentic even as 
it plays rather fast and 
loose with the historical 
record. 


The Imaghtarium of Doctor Parnassus 

Actors Depp, Law and Farrell Ensure Ledger’s Final Performance Be Shared 



In The Imaginarium 
of Doctor Parnassus 

director, Terry Gilliam 
creates a thrilling, fantasy 
story which follows 
f young Valentina (Lily 
- Cole) and her father 
Dr. Parnassus 
(Christopher Plummer) 
who finds himself blessed 
with the gift of guiding the 
imagination of others. 

The great doctor is 
also cursed with a 
. dark secret 
and a 
haunting 
deal he 
made with 
the devil 
(Tom Waits). 


The film is a mystifying 
exploration with an award¬ 
winning cast, Heath Ledger, 
Johnny Depp, Colin Farrell and 
Jude Law starring as the 
enigmatic ‘Tony in this 
captivating story in a race 
against time. 

Production on film 

THE IMAGINARIUM OF 

DOCTOR PARNASSUS was 

halted by the sudden passing of 
lead actor, Heath Ledger. “And 
so the three heroes, Johnny 
Depp, Colin Farrell and Jude 
Law came to Vancouver to play 
these various aspects of Tony, the 
character which Heath Ledger 
began. Their willingness to help 
rescue the film and Heaths last 
performance was an incredible 
act of generosity and love. 

A beautiful and rare moment in 
our industry and, as a result 
of their 


involvement, the film is even 
more special: it’s more 
surprising; its become funnier. 
All in all, it’s a bit more 
magical,” affectionately 
exclaims Gilliam. 

For the first time, the actors 

Johnny Depp, Jude Law and 
Colin Farrell speak out about 
the film, their admiration for 
director, Terry Gilliam and 
actor, Heath Ledger. 



Johnny Depp remembers 
“... Heath is a marvel, 
Christopher Plummer beyond 
anything he's ever done. Waits 
as the Devil is a God, Lily Cole 
and Andrew Garfield, the very 
foundation, are spectacular, 
Verne Troyer simply kicks ass 
and as for my other cohorts, 
Colin Farrell and Jude Law, 
they most certainly did Master 
Ledger very proud, L salute 
them. .. Though the circum¬ 
stances of my involvement are 
extremely heart-rending and 
unbelievably sad, L feel 
privileged to have been asked 
aboard to stand in on behalf of 
dear Heath. " 

“... To help finish his final 
piece of work was a tribute L 
felt compelled to make. To 
help Terry finish his film was 
an honour paid to a man L 
adore... ” recalls Jude Law. 


"... one of cinemas 
finest actors and 
most generous of 
men. It will be this 
sense of love amidst 
the sadness I will 
remember most. ^ 

Such a gift and an ^ 

honor, from Heath, 
to be a part of the 
trail that he left 
behind. RIP Heath 
Ledger x. " Colin Farrell. 

Ledger will be forever 
immortalized on the 
silver screen. 



IN THEATRES CHRISTMAS DAY 
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Rapper T.l. released from jail 

T.l. has been released from prison in Arkansas and is being moved to a halfway house in Georgia, The Associated 
Press reports. The rapper, whose real name is Clifford Harris Jr., was released from jail Tuesday, tvguide.com 


Presents to purchase yourself 


Suggestions on how to 
spend your holiday cash 



metronews.ca/soundcheck 


C all it Black Satur¬ 
day. Armed with 
the Christmas 
cash found under 
the tree, many 
millions of Canadians will 
lose their minds on Boxing 
Day in a shopping frenzy 
as they rush out to pur¬ 
chase all the stuff they re¬ 
ally wanted for the holi¬ 
days. Sure, we could save 
this money —hey, the 
RRSP deadline is just over 
two months away — but 
what’s the fun in that? 
Here are some suggestions: 

A Good CD Box Set: Vir¬ 
tually any song ever 


recorded is just a mouse 
click away, but you can’t 
download the kind of 
goodness that you get in a 
carefully-compiled box set. 
If your budget affords it, 
it’s almost always better to 
go with the deluxe edition. 
Recommendations: 
AC/DC’s Backtracks (Stan¬ 
dard: $40, deluxe: $200); 
the recent Beatles re-re- 
leases (Go with the In 
Mono set over the stereo 
collection for the packag¬ 
ing alone. It’s worth the 
$350 or so); and the Pixies 
Minotaur, which, at two 
feet tall, is one of the most 
ambitious — and expen¬ 
sive — rock boxes ever pro¬ 
duced ($500 and up. Way 
up). 

A New Deluxe Edition 
Re-release of an Old Al¬ 
bum: If box set is on the 
dear side, why not opt for 
an expanded and enhanced 



“Millions of Canadians will lose their 
minds on Boxing Day in a shopping frenzy 
as they rush out to purchase the stuff they 
really wanted for the holidays.” 


version of an older record? 
Recommendations: The 

Legacy edition of Pearl 
Jam’s Ten (same remix/re¬ 
master but without all the 
extra pieces in the other 
versions: about $20), U2’s 
Limited Edition Box Set of 
The Unforgettable Fire (a 
decent value at about $50). 

A Turntable: This is what 
I’m shopping for today. I 
need a replacement for my 
venerable Alcai belt-drive, 


which has served me 
well since the ’70s. Turnta¬ 
bles were an endangered 
species for a while, but 
with vinyl making such a 
comeback, they’ve risen 
from the dead. Recom¬ 
mendations: A USB 

turntable like the ION Pro¬ 
file that can help you turn 
those old records into MP3s 
($90 and up); a Technics SL- 
1200 series machine, the 
DJ’s favourite and ru¬ 
moured to be going out of 



Far left: 
AC/DC’s Back¬ 
tracks deluxe 
edition. Left: 
Pearl Jam’s Ten 
(Deluxe 
edition). 


With vinyl making a comeback, ION Profile’s USB turntable is the 
perfect post-Christmas gift for yourself. 


production in 2010. ($700 
and up. Make sure you 
shop around). 

Rock Band/Guitar 
Hero/Band Hero: Competi¬ 
tion between games and 
platforms means that be¬ 
ing a virtual rock star re¬ 
mains very affordable. Rec¬ 
ommendations: The Beat¬ 


les edition of Rock Band 
brought this kind of enter¬ 
tainment to a whole new 
level. (Prices vary, but I’ve 
seen the Rock Band Special 
Value edition —which in¬ 
cludes the Beatles game — 
selling for about $100). 


The Ongoing History Of New Music can be 
heard on stations across Canada. Read more at 
ongoinghistory.com and exploremusic.com 
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BEST ACTOR! BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS BEST SCREENPLAY 


Chicago Sun-Times 

★★★★ 

Peopte 

★ ★★★I 

<£l)e tOrtsIjington post 

★★★★I 

San JJrantisfo C|mtklr 


,d- WINNER! Xi, 

f BEST FILM 1 

BEST George BEST Xfc* 

ACTOR Clooney SCREENPLAY ADAPTED 

“THE MOVIE OF THE YEAR, 

THE MOVIE OF THE MOMENT.” 

g WINNER! BEST PICTURE \ 


★★★★ 

£ USA TODAY 


★★★★ 


★★★★ 

Us 


Ail 


^ t?! 

George Clooney 

UP IN THE AIR 

From the Director of “Juno” 

COARSE Copyright©2009DWSTUDIOSL.LC. 

J T language TheUpInTheAirMovie.com andC 0 L ^K= MM 


NOW PLAYING IN THEATRES EVERYWHERE! 


CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORY 
FOR LOCATIONS AND SHOWTIMES 
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No payday in court for disappointed Star Trek fan 

An appeals court ruling Tuesday in New York says Ted Moustakis wasn't promised a one-of-a-kind piece when he paid $11,400 at a 
2006 auction for a uniform from the wardrobe of the character Data from Star Trek: The Next Generation, the associated press 
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2009: The year of celebrity deaths 


Year in Review 


BRIAN COULTON 

for Metro Canada 


Headliners in life and 
death, the many stars who 
died this past year were a 
sure hit to the Hollywood 
community. 

While some were 
shrouded in controversy, 
and others premature acci¬ 
dents, their, 
deaths perme¬ 
ated interna¬ 
tional me- r 
dia, marking ' 
one last mo- * 
ment in the 
limelight. ( 

Here, | 

Metro looks 
back at the 
names-in-lights 
that flickered 
in 2009. 

MICHAEL JACK- 
SON 

When rumors 
began to circulate 
on June 25 that 
Michael Jackson 
went into cardiac 



arrest at his home, the 
whole world speculated 
whether the King of Pop 
was hanging up his crown 
for good. 

It would only be hours 
before the 50-year-old pop 
star’s death was con¬ 
firmed, an event that 
graced the front pages of 
newspapers everywhere 
and brought the Internet 
to a crawl. 

Autopsies concluded 
homicide prompted by a 
deadly drug combination 
caused Jackson’s death, a 
final puzzling 
piece in the 
troubled 
artist’s life. 

FARRAH 
FAWCETT 
Surely the 
year’s dark¬ 
est day for 
the celebrity 
world, June 
25 also saw 
the death of 
actress and 
sex symbol 
f Farrah Faw- 
| cett at 62. 

Despite com¬ 
ing to fame as 
one of the origi- 



Notable 2009 celebrity deaths 


Mar. 22 - Jade Goody, 27, re¬ 
ality TV star (cancer) 

April 25 - Bea Arthur, 86 , ac¬ 
tress (cancer) 

June 3 - David Carradine, 72, 
actor (autoerotic asphyxiation) 
June 28 - Billy Mays, 50, TV 
pitchman (heart disease) 

July 17 — Walter Cronkite, 
92, broadcaster (cerebral vas¬ 
cular disease) 

Aug. 6 - John Hughes, 59 , 

nal Charlie’s Angels and 
winning sev¬ 


eral 


Gold¬ 


en Globes 


and 


Em 


awards 


her cul 


tural 


tend- 


well 


filmmaker (heart failure) 

Aug. 28 - Adam (DJ AM) 
Goldstein, 36, disc jockey (acci¬ 
dental drug overdose) 

Sept. 16 - Mary Travers, 70, 
singer, Peter Paul & Mary 
(chemotherapy complications) 
Oct. 10 - Stephen Gately, 33 , 
singer, Boyzone (natural caus¬ 
es) 

Dec. 20 — Brittany Murphy, 
32, actress (cardiac arrest) 

yond acting. Fawcett’s 
flipped-out hairstyle in¬ 
spired scores of women; 
her iconic pinup poster, 
countless men. 

Three years after being 
diagnosed with anal can- 
5 cer, Fawcett died, leav¬ 
ing behind video docu¬ 
mentation of her bat¬ 
tle, which was lat¬ 
er turned into 
the documen- 
1 tary Farrah’s 
Story. 

PATRICK M 
SWAYZE 

Cancer also 
claimed cele¬ 
brated actor 
Patrick 


Swayze on Sept. 14, about 
one month after his 57th 
birthday. Swayze chassed 
his way into the spotlight 
with his role as a dance in¬ 
structor in the 1987 film 
Dirty Dancing, which in¬ 
spired a stage musical, re¬ 
ality TV show and video 
game. 

His co-starring role in 
the 1990 film Ghost earned 
him respect as a serious ac¬ 
tor, which influenced his 
future stage and screen 
roles. Swayze finally suc¬ 
cumbed to pancre¬ 
atic cancer less 
than two years 
1 after being di- 
I m agnosed. 

r ™ NATASHA 

RICHARDSON 
After an ac- 
cidental fall 
i and re¬ 


head injury during a skiing 
lesson at a Mont Trem- 
blant, Que., resort, English 
actress Natasha Richard¬ 
son died on March 14 at 
45. Daughter of famed ac¬ 
tress Vanessa Redgrave and 
British new wave auteur 
Tony Richardson, and wife 
of actor Liam Neeson, 
Richardson was a respect¬ 
ed actress in her own right. 
A performer on stage and 
screen, she was praised for 
her roles in Gothic, The 
Handmaid’s 
Tale, Nell 
and Wid- 
ows’ 
Peak. 


suit 



For December 23 rd 

| David Guetta ft Akon 

■ Sexy Chick 

> Drake FT Kevin 
Cossom -1 Get Paper 
Faber Drive - Give 
Him Up 

1 Hedley - Don’t Talk 
| To Strangers 

| Aleesia-Bubble Gum 

I Jason Derulo- In My 
Head 

[ Down With Webster 

■ Rich Girl$ 

I Lady Gaga - Bad 
■ Romance 

Ke$ha-TikTok 


WE WANT YOU! 

You could guest ^ 
host the 
Interactive 
NINE@9 
with Kid Craig. 




HA 

H 

D B 

7:00 

7:30 

8:00 

8:30 

9:00 

9:30 

10:00 

10:30 

11:00 


31 

31 31 ABC 

News Center 5 

World News 

Holiday Lights 


The Middle 

Modern Family 

Cougar Town 

Grey’s Anat. 


7 

7 7 ASN 

Chasing Christmas (2005, Drama) Tom Arnold. 

Santa Baby (2006, Comedy) Jenny McCarthy, Ivan Sergei. 

Atlantis 

1 

11 

11 11 CBC 

Wheel Fortune 

Jeopardy! (N) 

Miracle on 34th Street **** (1947, 

Fantasy) 

CBC News: The National 

The Hour 

CM 

2 

2 2 CBC-F 

Pyramide (SC) 

Union-force 

Sur les traces du Pere Noel 2** (2002, Comedie) (SC) 

Studio 12 (N) (SC) 

Le Telejournal 

cvi 

32 

32 32 CBS 

WBZ News (N) 

Evening News 

Wheel Fortune 

Jeopardy! (N) 

CSI: NY “Greater Good” 

CSI: Crime Scene Invstgtn. 

The Mentalist 


69 

69 69 CFTM 

TVA nouvelles 

Maman, j’ai encore rate I’avion ** (1992, Comedie) Macaulay Culkin. 

Les Anges de la renovation 

Renovation 


6 

6 6 CIHF 

Entertainment 

ET Canada 

The Road to Christmas (2006, Comedy) Jennifer Grey. 

Mall Santa 

Bethlehem 


9 

9 9 CJCH 

Corner Gas 

Degrassi: TNG 

It’s a Wonderful Life **** (1946, Comedy-Drama) James Stewart, Donna 

Reed. (DVS) 

CTV News 

o 

10 

10 10 ELTV 

(6) Holy Redeemer Carol Service 

Podium TV 

Community Matters 

£ 

36 

36 36 FOX 

Seinfeld 

The Simpsons 

Two/Half Men 

Two/Half Men 


Fringe (HDTV PA) 

Fox First 

0 

12 

12 12 NBC 

News (N) 

NBC News 

Access H. 

Extra (N) 

It’s a Wonderful Life **** (1946, Comedy-Drama), Donna Reed (DVS) 

£ 

29 

29 29 NW 

Power & Politics 

Princess Diana 

The World of Haute Couture 

CBC News: The National 

Princesses 

Q. 

4 

4 4 PBS-B 

PBS NewsHour (N) 

Greater Boston 

Basic Black 

L.A. Holiday Celebration 2009 

Christmas With Mormon 

Christmas 


35 

35 35 PBS-D 

PBS NewsHour (N) 

Business Rpt. 

Worldfocus 

Faith Hill, Joy to the World 

Christmas With Mormon 

Holiday Pops 


68 

68 68 TQS 

Guerre clans 

LeMur 

Smile TV (SC) 

Criss Angel 

La Guerre des clans (SC) 

(0 

23 

96 96 BNN 

Business News 

Headline 

Market Call Tonight 

GetConnected 

Market Call 

Squeeze Play 

Business News 


18 

18 18 CNN 

Situation Room-Wolf Blitzer 

CNN Tonight (N) 

Campbell Brown 

(N) 

Larry King Live (N) 

Cooper 360 


54 

54 54 GOLF 

Golf Central 

Big Break Disney Golf (HDTV) 

Big Break Disney 

Golf (HDTV) 

Big Break Disney Golf (HDTV) 

1 Big Break Disney Golf (HDTV) 

t! 

52 

52 52 RSE 

Sportsnet Connected 

Reflections The year in sports. 

Plays of Year 

Perfect 10 

PartyPoker.net 

Sportsnet Con. 

o 

55 

55 55 SCOR 

Gerry Dee 

Score Today 

Top 50 Plays of the Year 

Cabbie’s Top 

Court Cuts 

Amazing Hits 

Gerry Dee 

Score Now 

(0 

45 

45 45 SPD 

(6) Barrett-Jackson Automobile Auction From Las Vegas. 


53 

53 53 TSN 

Off the Record 

SportsCentre 

SportsCentre: Year in Review 

30 for 30 

Sid le Kid vs. Alex le Grand 

SportsCentre 


43 

43 43 FAM 

Han. Montana 

Wizards-Place 

Sonny Chance 

Zack & Cody 

Overruled! 

Han. Montana 

Wizards-Place 

Latest Buzz 

Ned’s School 

= 

44 

44 44 TOON 

Gotta Catch Santa Claus 

The Legend of Frosty the Snowman Ice skate. 

Futurama 

King of the Hill 

Batman Return 


26 

26 26 TREE 

Max & Ruby 

Toot & Puddle: C 

hristmas 

Care Bears 

Care Bears 

Care Bears 

Little Bear 

Toopy & Binoo 

Horton Hears 


27 

27 27 YTV 

The Nutcracker 

Amer. Funniest Home Videos 

Amer. Funniest Home Videos 

Mystery Hnt. 

Mon. Warriors 

Fries That? 


16 

16 16 A&E 

The First 48 (HDTV) 

The First 48 (HDTV) 

The First 48 

The First 48 (HDTV) 

The First 48 


70 

70 70 APTN 

APTN National News (N) 

Don Burnstick Comedy 

Wolf Canyon 

Urban Indian 

True Heart** (1997, Adventure) 


50 

50 50 BET 

Sister, Sister 

Sister, Sister 

Sister, Sister 

Sister, Sister 

Sister, Sister 

Sister, Sister 

The Cookout* (2004, Comedy) Ja Rule. 


37 

37 37 BRVO 

Wind at My Back 

Trans-Siberian Orchestra 

Johnny Cash Christmas 

The Man Who Saved Christmas (2002) 


25 

25 25 CMT 

Paul Brandt’s Christmas 

Faith Hill, Joy to the World 

Reba 

Reba 

According-Jim 

According-Jim 

Home Improve. 


49 

49 49 COM 

Corner Gas 

Jon Dore Show 

Colbert Christmas: Gift 

Name Is Earl 

Name Is Earl 

The Simpsons 

South Park 

Jeff Dunham 


153 

153 153 COURT 

Truth, Duty, Valour 

Situation Critical 

Cops Uncut 

Dumb Criminal 

Psychic Detect 

Homicide File 

Critical 


38 

38 38 DISC 

Canada’s Worst Driver 

Canada’s Worst Driver 

Canada’s Worst 

Jriver 

Canada’s Worst [ 

Driver 

Worst Driver 


34 

48 48 HGTV 

Decked for the Holidays 

Design Inc. Holiday 

Sarah’s Holiday Party 

Carter Comes Home 

Holiday Ideas 


46 

46 46 HIST 

Underworld Histories 

Ice Road Truckers 

Ancient Discoveries 

Underworld Histories 

After People 


17 

17 17 MM 

Make It or Break It 

Degrassi: TNG 

Degrassi: TNG 

MuchNews: Top Shockers ’09 

Paradise City: Degrassi Goes Hollywood 


19 

19 19 MMM 

Gene Simmons 

Gene Simmons 

Ranked! 

VH1 Divas 



Entourage 


201 

201 201 Ml 

(6:30) Bolt (2008) 

(8:15) The Perfect Holiday* (2007, Romance) 

Fred Claus ** (2007, Comedy) 


48 

23 23 OLN 

Mantracker 

Ghost Hunters 

Bounty Hunter 

Bounty Hunter 

Survivorman 

Ghost Hunters 


51 

51 51 PEACH 

The Office 

Name Is Earl 

Family Guy 

Family Guy 

House-Payne 

House-Payne 

Law & Order: SVU 

Mighty Ducks 


1206 206206 PIX 

(6:50) The Gospel of John ** (2003, Drama) Henry Ian Cusick, Daniel Kash. 

Godspell*** (1973, Musical) 


67 

67 67 RDI 

RDI monde 

RDI economie 

24 Heures en 60 minutes 

Grands reportages (SC) 

Le Telejournal (SC) 

RDI economie 


39 

39 39 SHOW 

His and Her Christmas (2005, Comedy-Drama) 

Christmas Caper (2007, Comedy-Drama) 

Christmas 


40 

40 40 SLICE 

Skin Deep 

Skin Deep 

Rich Bride, Poor Bride 

X-Weighted “Hugh” 

X-Weighted 

X-Weighted 


47 

47 47 SPACE 

Star Wars: Episode II - Attack of the Clones ** (2002, Science Fiction) 

Star Wars: Episode III - Revenge of the Sith 


14 

14 14 SPIKE 

Star Wars IV: A New Hope **** (1977, Science Fiction) Mark Hamill, Carrie Fisher. 

Star Wars V: The Empire Strikes Back (1980) 


57 

98 98 STAR 

etalk 

ITMZ (N) 

Look-A-Like 

TMZ 

The Ellen DeGeneres Show 

The View (HDTV) (N) 

Dr. Oz Show 

> 

21 

21 21 TLC 

Chainsaw Ice Sculptors 

Heavy Haulers (HDTV) 

Little Chocolatiers 

World Chocolate 

BBQ Pit 

0 

56 

34 34 TROP 

Bob & Doug 

Bob & Doug 

Seinfeld 

Seinfeld 

The Outer Limits 

ET Canada 

| TV Made, Do It 

Family Guy 

is 

20 

20 20 TV5 

Que.-champion 

Journal de Fr2 

La Vie est un cirque 

Petits meurtres en famille 

Drole de Noel 


28 

28 28 V 

Jozi-H (DVS) 

Murder, She Wrote 

On the Buses 

Bless-Father 

Borrowed Hearts (1997, Drama) Roma Downey. 

s 

60 

97 97 VIVA 

Da Vinci’s Inquest 

Cold Case “Revenge” 

Missing “Try Again” 

The Closer “Dumb Luck” 

Cold Case 

CO 

o 

22 

22 22 W 

Maxed Out 

Grocery Bag 

Silent Night ( 2002, Drama) Linda Hamilton, Matthew Harbour. 

Me and Luke (2006, Drama) Kristopher Turner. 

251 

251 251 WGN 

WGN Evening News 

Two/Half Men 

Family Guy 

The Vampire Diaries 

Supernatural (HDTV) |WGN News 


(c^ltics’corner^— 

Miracle on 34th Street 

In this 1947 classic, Edmund 
Gwenn stars as a Macy’s Santa 
who gets into trouble when he 
claims he’s the real Kriss Krin- 
gle. In a city full of impostors, 
he finds no one — not even a 
little girl (Natalie Wood) — will¬ 
ing to believe in him. With skep¬ 
tics ridiculing him at every turn, 
Kringle has no choice but to 
take his case to court. Only one 
young lawyer has enough faith 
to defend him. Maureen O’Hara 
and John Payne also star in the 
Academy Award winner. 8 PM 
on CBC 



It’s a Wonderful Life 

You know the story: Small-town 
guy George Bailey defers one 
big dream after another to stay 
home, marry local girl and run 
family business. Facing financial 
ruin, ne’s pulled from suicidal 
despair by an angel who shows 
him what a terrible place the 
world would be if he’d never 
lived. Hey, his small life made a 
pretty big impact after all! 8 PM 
on CJCH; 9 PM on NBC 

Christmas at the Cathedral: 
Beacon of Hope 

The Most Rev. Paul J. Swain, 
bishop of the Diocese of Sioux 
Falls, S.D., delivers the message 
and Christmas blessing from St. 
Joseph Cathedral in a music- 
filled event featuring the South 
Dakota Symphony Orchestra, 
the St. Joseph Cathedral Choir 
and Men’s Schola, tenor Scott 
Piper, pianist Paul Sanchez, a 
multicultural children’s choir, and 
more. 12:35 AM on CBS 






































































































































metro 


metronews.ca 


Thursday, December 24,2009 


34 entertainment 


Court blocks Boy George appearance 

A British court has blocked an attempt by former Culture Club singer Boy George to appear on a reality television show. 
The 48-year-old had hoped to appear on Channel 4 ’s "Celebrity Big Brother” despite being on probation for assaulting a male escort, the associated presss 


Arkells tops Graham’s musical list 


GRAHAM ROCKINGHAM 

for Metro Canada 


1. THE ARKELLS, JACKSON 

square (dine alone): This al¬ 
bum was actually released 
late in 2008, but few paid 
attention until this year 
when the singles Oh the 
Boss is Coming and The 
Ballad of Hugo Chavez 
made the rock airways. 
This is an extraordinary de¬ 
but album by the Hamil¬ 
ton-based band that 


merges catchy, high-ener¬ 
gy hooks with intelligent 
lyrics. Tracks like Cham¬ 
pagne Socialist and John 
Lennon in 67 leave the 
Arkells a cut above every¬ 
one else right now. And a 
year of steady touring has 
forged a fiery live act that 
will win over any audi¬ 
ence. 

2. ALEXISONFIRE, OLD 

CROWS/YOUNG CARDINALS 

(dine alone): Alexisonfire 
had already demonstrated 
strong instrumental chops 


and a strong sense of lyri¬ 
cal purpose. All it needed 
was to tone down the 
screamo vocals and delve 
into their rock roots. They 
did all this and more on 
their fourth album. It all 
comes together on tracks 
like The Northern, where 
the band incorporates the 
gospel standard Roll Jor¬ 
dan Roll into the chorus, 
and Emerald Street, where 
George Pettit shows a jour¬ 
nalist’s eye for composi¬ 
tion 


3. LEE HARVEY OSMOND, QUI¬ 
ET evil (latent): A collective 
effort that with representa¬ 
tion from the Cowboy 
Junkies, the Skydiggers, 
Junkhouse that sprang 
from a Michael Timmins 
project to musically chron¬ 
icle the assassination of 
JFK. The group accomplish¬ 
es the task in brilliant 
form in the track, Park¬ 
land, named after the Dal¬ 
las hospital in which the 
president was pronounced 
dead. Frontman Tom Wil¬ 


son describes this deeply 
dark, sometimes frighten¬ 
ing, music as “acid folk.” 

4. METRIC, FANTASIES (MET¬ 
RIC music): This album 
would make the list simply 
for asking the “would you 
rather be The Beatles or 
the Rolling Stones?” But 
there are 10 solid tracks on 
this album, including Help 
I’m Alive. Emily Haines’ 
songwriting keeps getting 
stronger. It’s difficult to 
understand how this al¬ 
bum didn’t win the Polaris 


Prize. Metric, it seems, has 
become too popular for 
the indie-addled judges 

5. TRAGICALLY HIP, WE ARE 
THE SAME (UNIVERSAL): We 

should never take this 
band for granted. After 
more than 20 years of 
recording the truest form 
of Canadian rock in exis¬ 
tence, the Hip pulls togeth¬ 
er one of their most ambi¬ 
tious projects to date. And 
all of the tracks fit in com¬ 
fortably with the rest of 
the band’s catalogue. 




Lonestar 


Tickets On Sale NOW: 

Ticket Atlantic Box Office , Atlantic Superstores , 
Online: www.ticketatlantic.com/Phone: 902-451-1221 

**Taxes Included; Service Fees May Apply 


Bryan picks Plaskett as best 


BRYAN BORZYKOWSKI 

for Metro Canada 


1. JOEL PLASKETT THREE 
(MAPLEMUSIC/UNIVERSAL): 

This seminal East Coast 
rocker has created a lot of 
good music over the years, 
but Three is easily his 
most ambitious effort yet. 
It should have been a mess 
— a triple disc, 27-song ef¬ 
fort has a lot of potential 
to go wrong — but nearly 
every track here is as 
inspiring as the next. Part¬ 
nering with Rose Cousins 
and Ana Egge, who provid¬ 
ed stunning harmonies, 
was genius, while the 
infectious folk melodies 
are classic Plaskett. 

2. ALEXISONFIRE, OLD 
CROWS/YOUNG CARDINALS 
(dine alone): I’ve never 
liked Alexisonfire. Their 
aggressive yells and un¬ 
even songwriting didn’t do 
much for me — that is un¬ 
til I heard their fourth disc 
Old Crows/Young Cardi¬ 
nals. On this record the 
group has, without ques¬ 
tion, found their voice. 
They’ve discovered the per¬ 
fect balance between 
George Pettit’s loud, gut¬ 
tural yells and Dallas 
Green’s soaring melodic 
vocals. The songs are in¬ 
credibly contagious, espe¬ 
cially single Young Cardi¬ 
nals. 

3. CHARLES SPEARIN THE HAPPI¬ 
NESS PROJECT (ARTS & 


Metro music reviewer Bryan Borzykowski picks Joel Plaskett’s 
Three as one of the best Canadian albums of the year. 


CRAFTS/EMI): YOU know 
Charles Spearin as the 
multi-instrumentalist from 
Do May Say Think and Bro¬ 
ken Social Scene, but the 
artist’s most inventive 
work has to be The Happi¬ 
ness Project. On this 
record, Spearin inter¬ 
viewed people from his 
community and set their 
words to sounds. Horn 
blasts follow a woman’s 
natural talking melodies 
on the track Mrs. Morris, 
while a jazz band plays 
around with a little girl’s 
words on Vittoria. It’s ex¬ 
perimental and accessible, 
but better yet it’s passion¬ 
ate, inspiring and a beauti¬ 
ful ode to Spearin’s neigh¬ 
bourhood. 

4. HANDSOME FURS FACE CON¬ 
TROL (SUB POP/OUTSIDE): 

Wolf Parade is one of the 
more popular indie acts to 
come out of Canada, but 
it’s the members’ side proj¬ 


ects that should be front 
and centre. Handsome 
Furs is the brainchild of 
Wolf Parade’s guitarist Dan 
Boeclcner and his wife 
Alexei Perry — and the 
buzz is definitely compet¬ 
ing with his other group. 
The duo’s second disc is a 
gorgeous collection of grit¬ 
ty synth-heavy rock. 

5. K’NAAN TROUBADOR 

(a&m/universal): Canadi¬ 
ans have known about 
K’naan — the Somalia- 
born, Toronto-based rap¬ 
per — since his fantastic 
debut in 2006. But, it was 
this year that the rest of 
the world finally discov¬ 
ered Keinan Abdi 
Warsame. That’s thanks to 
his incredible sophomore 
record Troubador — which 
blends hip-hop and every¬ 
thing else. It’s filled with 
catchy hooks, but it’s the 
subject matter that makes 
this a memorable effort. 


l-£—I s 


NOW PLAYING! 

www.lnvictusMovie.com 


Check Theatre Directory 
or www.invictusmovie.ca 
for Locations and Showtimes 


Kevin Costner 
& Modern West 


GOLDEN GLOBE 

N O M I N AT IONS 

BEST ACTOR BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR BEST DIRECTOR 

MORGAN FREEMAN MATT DAMON 


NV 


FX101.9 


Saturday August 7th: 

H- 


Billy 

Currington 


Alan Jackson 


August 6th & 7th, 2010 Jf||| yJJ^J; Jjjj| 
Halifax Common www.countryrockfest.ca 
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This week’s new releases are highlighted in pink. 


Screen Times 


THESE PAGES COVER MOVIE START TIMES FROM FRI., DEC. 25 TO THURS., JAN. 1. TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. COMPLETE LISTINGS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE AT METRONEWS.CA/MOVIES. 


m.metr^iews.ca 



Scan this barcode for more Movies 
on your smartphone. 

Learn how to scan the barcode with 
the instructions at the top ofpg 3 


HALIFAX 


BAYERS LAKE 
190 Chain Lake Dr. ( Bayers Lake 
902-876-4800 

Alvin and the Chipmunks: The 
Squeakquel (G) Dolby Stereo, No Passes, Sta¬ 
dium Seating Fri 4:20-4:30-6:55-9:15 Dolby 
Stereo, No Passes, Stadium Seating Sat-Thu 11:45- 
12:15-1:15-3:30-430-7-9:15 
Avatar 3D (PG) Dolby Stereo, No Passes, Stadi¬ 
um Seating Fri 4-4:45-8-8:45 Dolby Stereo, No 
Passes, Stadium Seating Sat-Thu 1130-1-3:10-6- 
6:45-9:45-10:20 

The Blind Side (PG) Dolby Stereo Fri 330- 
7:05-10:05 Dolby Stereo Sat-Thu 12:10-340-6:40- 
940 

Did You Hear About the Morgans? (PG) 
Dolby Stereo, No Passes Fri 4:10-6:50-9:45 Dolby 
Stereo, No Passes Sat-Thu 12:40-3:50-6:50-9:45 
Disney’s A Christmas Carol (STC) Dolby 
Stereo, Stadium Seating Fri 4:05-930-9:50 Dolby 
Stereo, Stadium Seating Sat-Thu 12:20-2:55-5:15- 
730-9:50 

The Imaginarium of Doctor Parnassus 

(PG) Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating Fri 4407:25- 
10:05 Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating Sat-Thu 
1230-3:45-6:40-10:15 

Invictus (PG) Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating Fri 
4-7-10:05 Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating Sat-Thu 
11:55-3:20-6:45-9:55 

It’s Complicated (PG) No Passes Fri 4:10- 
4:20-6:40-7:10-930-10:05 Dolby Stereo, Stadium 
Seating, No Passes Sat-Thu 12:20-1235-330-345- 
6:40-6:50-930-10:05 

Precious: Based on the Novel "Push” 
by Sapphire (14) Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Fri 4:20-7:20-10:10 Dolby Stereo, Stadium 
Seating Sat-Thu 12:25-3:45-7:15-10:25 
The Princess and the Frog (G) Dolby 
Stereo, Stadium Seating Fri 435-7-930 Dolby 
Stereo, Stadium Seating Sat-Thu 1235-3:55-645- 
930 

Sherlock Holmes (PG) Stadium Seating, No 
Passes, Dolby Stereo Fri 4:10-4:20-640-6:557:20- 
935-9:45-10:10 Stadium Seating, No Passes, Dol¬ 
by Stereo Sat-Thu 12-12:20-3:20-340-6:30-6:45- 
7:15-9:45-10-10:15 

The Twilight Saga: New Moon (PG) Dol¬ 
by Stereo, Stadium Seating Fri 4:05-6:55-9:45 
Dolby Stereo, Stadium Seating Sat-Thu 11:45-3- 
6:15-945 

Up in the Air (14) Dolby Stereo, No Passes, 
Stadium Seating Fri 4:20-7:05-940 Dolby Stereo, 
No Passes, Stadium Seating Sat-Thu 12:15-3357- 
10:05 


I MAX 

190 Chain Lake Dr., Bayers Lake 
902-876-4800 

Avatar: An I MAX 3D Experience (PG) 
Dolby Stereo, No Passes, Stadium Seating Fri 
430-830 Dolby Stereo, No Passes, Stadium Seat- 
ing Sat-Thu 12-335-7-1030 


OXFORD THEATRE 

6408 Quinpool Rd. 
902 - 423-7488 

The Young Victoria (STC) Fri 7-930 Sat-Thu 
2-430-7-930 


PARK LANE 

5657 Spring Garden Rd. 
902-423-4860 

Alvin and the Chipmunks: The 
Squeakquel (G) No Passes, Stadium Seating 
Fri 3-6:20-9 No Passes, Stadium Seating Sat-Thu 



After much anticipation, Avatar was released last week to a strong box office response. 


1230-3-6:20-9 

Avatar (PG) No Passes, Stadium Seating Fri 
330-7-1030 No Passes, Stadium Seating Sat 12- 
330-7-1030 Stadium Seating Sun-Thu 12-330-7- 
1030 

Did You Hear About the Morgans? (PG) 
Stadium Seating, No Passes Fri 430-730-10:20 
Stadium Seating, No Passes Sat 130-430-730- 
10:20 Stadium Seating Sun-Thu 130-430-730- 
10:20 

Invictus (PG) Stadium Seating Fri 3357:10- 
10:10 Stadium Seating Sat-Thu 1235-3357:10- 
10:10 

It’s Complicated (PG) No Passes, Stadium 
Seating Fri 4-640-930 No Passes, Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Sat-Thu 1-4-6:40-930 
Nine (STC) Stadium Seating Fri 3:15-630-9:15 
Stadium Seating Sat-Thu 12:15-3:15-630-9:15 
Sherlock Holmes (PG) No Passes, Stadium 
Seating Fri 345-6:50-10 No Passes, Stadium Seat¬ 
ing Sat-Thu 1245-345-6:50-10 
Up in the Air (14) No Passes, Stadium Seating 
Fri 4:157:20-9:50 No Passes, Stadium Seating Sat- 
Thu 1:15-4:157:20-9:50 


LOWER SACKVILLE 


LOWER SACKVILLE 

760 Sackville Dr., Downsview Plaza 

^^^^902-869^022^^^^ 

Alvin and the Chipmunks: The 


Squeakquel (G) Stadium Seating, No Passes 
Fri 6:50-9 Stadium Seating, No Passes Sat-Thu 
12:15-2:20-440-6:50-9 

Avatar (PG) Stadium Seating, No Passes Fri 8 
Stadium Seating, No Passes Sat 1230-430-8 Sta¬ 
dium Seating Sun-Thu 1230-430-8 
Did You Hear About the Morgans? (PG) 
Stadium Seating, No Passes Fri 7:20-940 Stadium 
Seating, No Passes Sat 1:15-4:157:20-940 Stadi¬ 
um Seating Sun-Thu 1:15-4:157:20-940 
It’s Complicated (PG) Stadium Seating, No 
Passes Fri 640-9:25 Stadium Seating, No Passes 
Sat-Thu 12:50-330-640-9:25 

The Princess and the Frog (G) Stadium 
Seating Fri 7:15-930 Stadium Seating Sat-Thu 12- 
2:10-4:50-7:15-930 

Sherlock Holmes (PG) Stadium Seating, No 
Passes Fri 7-9:50 Stadium Seating, No Passes Sat- 
Thu 1-47-9:50 

Up in the Air (14) Stadium Seating, No Passes 
Fri 630-9:10 Stadium Seating, No Passes Sat-Thu 
1-330-630-9:10 


DARTMOUTH 

DARTMOUTH CROSSING 

145 Shubie Dr., Dartmouth Crossing 
902-481-3251 

Alvin and the Chipmunks: The 
Squeakquel (G) Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium 
Seating, No Passes Fri 3:20-4:20-640-9:10 Dolby 


Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating, No Passes Sat- 
Thu 11:10-1245-140-3:20-4:20-6:40-9:10 
Avatar 3D (PG) Dolby Stereo Digital, No Passes, 
Stadium Seating Fri 3-430745-9 Dolby Stereo 
Digital, No Passes, Stadium Seating Sat-Sun 11-12- 
230-345-6:15-745-9:55 Dolby Stereo Digital, 
Stadium Seating Mon-Thu 11-12-230-345-6:15- 
745-9:55 

The Blind Side (PG) Dolby Stereo Digital, Sta¬ 
dium Seating Fri-Thu 7:15-10:15 
Did You Hear About the Morgans? (PG) 
Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating, No Passes 
Fri 3:50-6:35-9:20 Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium 
Seating, No Passes Sat-Sun 1230-3:15-635-9:20 
Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating Mon-Thu 
1230-3:15-635-9:20 

Disney ’s A Christmas Carol (STC) Dolby 
Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating Fri 435735- 
10:10 Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating Sat- 
Thu 1:15-435735-10:10 
Invictus (PG) Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium 
Seating Fri 3:15-6:20-935 Dolby Stereo Digital, 
Stadium Seating Sat-Thu 11:15-245-6:20-935 
It’s Complicated (PG) Dolby Stereo Digital, 

No Passes, Stadium Seating Fri 340-645-945 
Dolby Stereo Digital, No Passes, Stadium Seating 

Sat-Thu 1140-2:55-645-945 

Nine (STC) No Passes, Dolby Stereo Digital, Sta¬ 
dium Seating Fri 3-6:25-930 No Passes, Dolby 
Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating Sat-Thu 1145-3- 
6:25-930 

The Princess and the Frog (G) Dolby 


Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating Fri 4:107:20-9:50 
Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating Sat-Thu 
1130-2:10-4457:20-9:50 
Sherlock Holmes (PG) Dolby Stereo Digital, 
Stadium Seating, No Passes Fri 330-6:55-10:05 
Dolby Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating, No Passes 
Sat-Thu 12:15-330-6:55-10:05 
Up in the Air (14) Dolby Stereo Digital, No 
Passes, Stadium Seating Fri 4730-10:20 Dolby 
Stereo Digital, No Passes, Stadium Seating Sat- 
Thu 1-4-730-10:20 


TRURO 

TRURO 

20 Treaty Trail, Millbrook 
902-895-8020 

Alvin and the Chipmunks: The 

Squeakquel (G) Stadium Seating, No Passes 
Fri 6:50-9 Stadium Seating, No Passes Sat-Thu 12- 
2:20-6:50-9 

Avatar (PG) Stadium Seating, No Passes Fri 8 
Stadium Seating, No Passes Sat-Sun 1230-4:15-8 
Stadium Seating Mon-Thu 1230-4:15-8 
Did You Hear About the Morgans? (PG) 
Stadium Seating, No Passes Fri 7:10-940 Stadium 
Seating, No Passes Sat-Thu 12:40-37:10-940 
It’s Complicated (PG) Stadium Seating, No 
Passes Fri 630-9:10 Stadium Seating, No Passes 
Sat-Thu 1240-3:25-630-9:10 
The Princess and the Frog (G) Dolby 


Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating Fri 7-9:20 Dolby 
Stereo Digital, Stadium Seating Sat-Thu 12:10- 
230-7-9:20 

Sherlock Holmes (PG) Stadium Seating Fri 
6:45-930 No Passes Sat-Thu 12:20-3:15-6:45-930 
Up in the Air (14) Dolby Stereo DigitaL Stadi¬ 
um Seating, No Passes Fri 635-9:10 Dolby Stereo 
DigitaL Stadium Seating, No Passes Sat-Thu 
12:15-3:05-635-9:25 


BRIDGEWATER 


BRIDGEWATER 
349 Lahave St., 902 - 527-4020 

Alvin and the Chipmunks: The 

Squeakquel (G) No Passes Fri 630-8:40 No 
Passes Sat-Thu 2-4:15-630-840 
Avatar (PG) No Passes Fri 8 No Passes Sat 1- 
430-8 Sun-Thu 1-430-8 

Did You Hear About the Morgans? (PG) 
No Passes Fri 640-9:10 No Passes Sat 1:20-345- 
6:40-9:10 Sun-Thu 1:20-345-6:40-9:10 
It’s Complicated (PG) No Passes Fri 7:10-9:55 
No Passes Sat-Thu 140-4:257:10-9:55 
The Princess and the Frog (G) Fri 645- 
9:05 Sat-Thu 130-3:50-6:45-9:05 
Sherlock Holmes (PG) No Passes Fri 7-9:50 
No Passes Sat-Thu 1:15-4:057-9:50 
Up in the Air (14) No Passes Fri 6:50-9:25 No 
Passes Sat-Thu 1:50-4:20-6:50-9:25 



MERYL 

STREEP 


STEVE 

MARTIN 


ALEC 

BALDWIN 


Written and Directed by INcUlCy IVlcyCFS 
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Y and R star’s surrogate has baby 

With the help of a surrogate, soap star Michelle Stafford has become a mom. The Young and the Restless 
star welcomed daughter Natalia Scout Lee on Monday, her rep tells People, popeater.com 



Mary J. Blige says performing her hits is like therapy. 


Blige talks about 
being a crybaby 


Mary J. Blige, who is 
known as the “queen of 
hip-hop soul/’ says she’s 
kept her lofty title because 
she stays in tune with 
what younger audiences 
want to hear. 

In a recent interview, 
Blige — who has won nine 
Grammy Awards since her 
debut in 1992 — talked 
about R&B music, record¬ 
ing a jazz album — and be¬ 
ing a crybaby. 



Would you say that 
you’re a sensitive 
person? 



I would say that I’m 
a very sensitive per¬ 
son. 


er. I’m a woman, too, so 
sometimes it’s just that 
time. 


Is it hard to 
[ P ] P er f° rm those 

L_ A emotional songs 

when, at this point, you’re 
in a different place? 


For me performing 
Not Gon’ Cry and 
I’m Goin’ Down and 
My Life — it’s like therapy 
again. I just love the way it 
makes me feel at the mo¬ 
ment and get it out of my 
system, you know. Those 
are hurtful places and 
sometimes you got to revis¬ 
it for the sake of other peo¬ 
ple. 



Are you crying 
about the same 
things that you 
cried about earlier in your 
career? 



I think I cry about 
different things 
now. I cry because I 
want to be better than this. 
I want to continue to grow 
so, you know, I have to 
give myself a break. I’m 
my worst critic. I’m the 
hardest person on me. I’ve 
been like that forever, but 
I’ve just learned to give 
myself a break so even 
now when I slip ... I don’t 
want to hurt anyone. And I 
cry when I hurt people un¬ 
intentionally. 

How do you react 
when one of your 
songs is played on 
the radio? 

If I hear one of my 
old songs like Not 
Gon’ Cry or My Life 
— the My Life album just 
always makes me stop and 
just cry, like just bawl. So 
call me a crybaby, whatev- 





How would you 
compare today’s 
R&B music with the 
’90s music? 

Can I say ’80s, too? 
There is no compar¬ 
ison because the 
music in the ’90s and the 
’80s was just like, music. 
You had Jimmy Jam and 
Terry Lewis who were on 
the radio. Michael Jackson 
and Quincy Jones every¬ 
where, all over the place. 
Anita Baker, just so many 
amazing people. ... I’m not 
saying the music isn’t 
beautiful now. It’s just 
such a... it’s limited 

How do you think 
your fashion style 
has evolved? 

I mean I’ve had 
some disasters, 
some trials, some er¬ 
rors, some disastrous hair 
moments and clothing mo¬ 
ments, but that’s due to the 
insecurity in me and not 
knowing what works for 
me. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 






Cameron appeals to Chinese film industry 



movies Hollywood director 
James Cameron urged Chi¬ 
na to open its doors to 
more foreign films, argu¬ 
ing it would boost the local 
cinema industry after the 
WTO ruled Beijing was ille¬ 
gally restricting movie and 
other media imports. 

In Beijing to promote his 
latest sci-fi extravaganza, 
Avatar, Cameron said 
Wednesday that China’s 
breakneck economic 
growth meant it no 
longer needed measures 
to protect its film indus¬ 
try. 

“China’s economy is 
expanding 
very, 
very rap¬ 
idly. And 
I think 
the 


feeling right now is that 
perhaps it doesn’t need to 
be protecting itself quite as 
much,” Cameron, the di¬ 
rector of blockbusters that 
include Terminator 2: Judg¬ 
ment Day and Titanic, told 
reporters. “Chinese film¬ 
makers are very strong ... 
they’re highly respected.” 

The Chinese govern¬ 
ment protects local films 
by limiting the 
number of 
film im¬ 


ports on a revenue-sharing 
basis to 20 a year, a quota 
that effectively limits Hol¬ 
lywood blockbusters to 20 
slots annually. 

These and other restric¬ 
tions have been a key com¬ 
plaint by Western coun¬ 
tries, who say that China’s 
rapid rise as a trade power 
has been in part aided by 
unfair policies that boost 
sales of Chinese goods 
abroad while limiting im¬ 
ports into its market. 

“I think that by opening 
the doors in China 
to other film¬ 
makers, it will 
raise the en¬ 
tire film in- 


IN THEATRES CHRISTMAS DAY 


YUU CUULD 

WIN 


A PAIR OF A RUN OF 
ENGAGEMENT PASSES TO SEE 

THE IMAGINARIUM OF DOCTOR PARNASSUS 


enter for your chance to win! metronews.ca 


No purchase necessary. Enter daily for more chances to win. Contest open to Canadian residents of legal age, excluding residents 
of Quebec. Contest closes December 27, 2009 at 11:59pm. Odds of winning depend on number of entries received. For full 
contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca. 


rm 



James Cameron 


dustry in China,” Cameron 
said. “It will get people 
more excited, there will be 
more seats, more cinemas, 
more excitement about 
the cinema-going experi¬ 
ence, which will also raise 
the Chinese filmmakers’ 
ability to play their films.” 

On Monday, a World 
Trade Organization panel 
upheld a ruling in a case 
brought by the U.S. govern¬ 
ment that China was ob¬ 
structing trade by forcing 
foreign suppliers to distrib¬ 
ute movies, music and 
books through state- 
owned companies. 

China expressed disap¬ 
pointment at the decision 
but gave no immediate 
sign whether it could keep 
trying to defend the con¬ 
trols. 

The WTO case focused 
on complaints by groups 
representing music labels 
such as EMI and Sony Mu¬ 
sic Entertainment, publish¬ 
ers including McGraw Hill 
and Simon&Schuster and 
Hollywood studios Warner 
Bros., Disney, Paramount, 
Universal and 20th Centu¬ 
ry Fox. The groups say the 
Chinese rules cost them 
tens of millions of dollars 
each year in lost business 
opportunities. 

China’s box office is 
booming, but still compar¬ 
atively small compared to 
the U.S. market. Govern¬ 
ment statistics show that 
revenues surged from 920 
million yuan in 2003 to 4.3 
billion yuan ($630 million) 
in 2008 — compared to 
$9.8 billion in the U.S. last 
year. the associated press 


Lewd messages land rapper conviction 


courts A would-be rapper 
was convicted Tuesday of 
harassing Ashanti’s moth¬ 
er with a flurry of dirty 
photos and lewd text mes¬ 
sages about the Grammy 
Award-winning R&B star. 

Devar Hurd shook his 
head as a Manhattan juiy 
delivered its verdict after 
two days of deliberations, 
finding him guilty of stalk¬ 
ing and aggravated harass¬ 
ment for messages the 
singer’s mother called 
scaiy and disgusting. 


Hurd, a sometime model 
and car salesman from 
Griffith, Indiana, said he 
thought the crude mes¬ 
sages, photos of his geni¬ 
tals and a picture of the 
home where Ashanti’s 
family lives were welcome. 

The 31-year-old is being 
held without bail until his 
sentencing, set for Jan. 11. 
He faces up to two years in 
prison. His lawyer, Richard 
Verchick, left court with¬ 
out speaking to reporters 
and didn’t immediately re¬ 


turn a phone call after¬ 
ward. 

Ashanti’s mother, Tina 
Douglas, told jurors she 
didn’t know Hurd when 
he began calling her and 
leaving messages recount¬ 
ing bizarre and rambling 
sexual fantasies about the 
singer. Douglas manages 
her daughter’s multiplat¬ 
inum-selling career. 

Douglas said she told 
Hurd to leave her alone 
but he went on to send 
dozens of revolting text 


messages and pictures. 

“It was just disgusting 
and humiliating and ex¬ 
tremely frightening,” Dou¬ 
glas testified, adding that 
she pulled Ashanti out of a 
rehearsal of The Wiz after 
Hurd sent a message that 
mentioned seeing the 
singer’s car outside the 
theatre. 

Ashanti starred as 
Dorothy in an off-Broad- 
way revival of the musical 
this summer. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Time for ice wine 

Ice wine production is underway thanks to the recent drop in temperature. John and Anne Warner, the largest producers of Ice wine juice in 
Nova Scotia, have successfully harvested their grapes to sell them to several Annapolis Valley Vineyards, valerie mansour/for metro Canada 
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Urban Foodie 


©©©©©INSPIRED; ©©©© VERY GOOD; ©®® PALATABLE; ©©HO-HUM; ©NEVER AGAIN 


Aleppo’s fare tasty and affordable 


VALERIE MANSOUR 

halifaxfoodie(agmail.com 


Aleppo Restaurant 
6249 Quinpool Rd. 

444-3030 

Rating: ©©©■/i 

Dinner & drinks for 2: $30 

While my two friends and 
I wait for our order at Alep¬ 
po, the server brings com¬ 
plimentary lentil soup to 
our table. With the warmth 
of both the service and the 
lemony soup, we forget the 
sub-zero temperatures out¬ 
side. 


Aleppo is casual with 
good prices and generous 
servings. The Veggie Plate 
($9.50) is a stunning array of 
Middle Eastern foods — two 
falafels with a yogurt sauce, 
rice and lentils mix, tabouli, 
chick pea salad, cabbage sal¬ 
ad, a rolled grape leaf, hum¬ 
mus and roasted potatoes. 
Most everything is flavour- 
fill, especially the hummus. 

Shawarma Mix ($10.95) 
features chunks of tender 
beef and chicken marinated 
in lemon, olive oil and gar¬ 
lic. It is served with a fresh 
green salad and a scoop of 
hummus. 


On the web 


• Get recipes and more 
great food content at 
metronews.ca/recipes 


For different ethnic vari¬ 
ety we try the spicy Mexi¬ 
can Chicken ($11.95), 
chunks of meat on a bed of 
rice with a green salad. It is 
also served, remarkably 
enough, with hummus. 

Each dish comes with pi¬ 
ta slices. We agree it’s a 
lovely lunch; we have more 
trouble deciding who takes 
home the leftovers. 



Veggie Plate ($ 9 - 50 ). 


Global Peasant blog online 


• Travel along with Diane 
Thompson's culinary 
adventures in her Global 
Peasant blog. 


• Check out metronews.ca/ 
globalpeasant for a recipe of 
Brown Rice Salmon Sushi! 




Shawarma Mix ($10.95). 


Dining out 

Christmas day Seasons 
Bistro at Hotel Atlantica, 
1980 Robie St. at Quinpool, 
hosts a Christmas Day 
Brunch from 11:30 a.m.-2:30 
p.m. and an evening Christ¬ 
mas Buffet 5:30-8:30. Call 
423-1161 for reservations. 
TURKEY AT ELEMENTS 
Elements restaurant at the 
Westin Hotel, 1181 Hollis 
St., offers a Christmas Day 
Brunch from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. and a dinner buffet 
from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Call 
496-7985 for reservations. 


In brief 


HALIFAX Farmers' Market will 
be closed Saturday December 
26. The market will resume its 
regular hours 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Saturday, January 2 in the 
historic Keith's Brewery Build¬ 
ing, 1496 Lower Water St. 
SAVOUR Food & Wine Show: 
The always popular event fea¬ 
turing the best chefs in the 
province returns February 25, 
2010, to the Halifax Marriott 
Harbourfront Hotel. Visit 
savourfoodandwine.com or call 
429 - 5343 . 



NEW YEARS EVE 

at the Split CrowM to 

Dinner Special 

Slow Roasted Prime Rib and all the Trimmings. $9.95 



New years entertainment 

Skully: 9:30pm till 1:00am 
$3 cover at the door/starts at 8pm 



THE SPLIT CROW PUB 
Eat. Drink. Be Social 
splitcrow.com 1 422.4366 
1855 Granville St 
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Hudson may become a mother once again 

Jennifer Hudson is pregnant with her second child just four months after giving birth to baby son David Jr., according to U.S. tabloid 
reports. She and her fiance David Otunga discovered the happy news on Dec. 10, according to Star magazine, metro world news 


Celebrity Buzz 


Winehouse theatre tantrum infuriates dad 



OH AMY, AMY, 

AMY Mitch 
Winehouse is 
furious 
with 
Amy 
over 
her al¬ 
leged the¬ 
atre at¬ 
tack, 
fe¬ 
male- 


first.co.uk reports. 

The 58-year-old taxi 
driver is very unhappy 
with his daughter, who 
was hauled into Bethnal 
Green police station in 
London yesterday to be 
questioned about the 
incident at a pan¬ 
tomime — a tradi¬ 
tional musical come¬ 
dy production, 
typically per¬ 
formed around- 


Christmas — in Milton 
Keynes last week. 

A source said: “I’ve never 
seen Mitch this angry, he is 
seething. He can’t believe 
Amy would act so stupid¬ 
ly” 

The 26-year-old singer re¬ 
portedly shocked theatre¬ 
goers when she hurled 
abuse at the cast of Cin¬ 
derella, allegedly kicked 
and punched the front of 
house manager, and spent 


more than half an hour of 
the first act yelling exple¬ 
tives. 

Winehouse — who was 
thought to have been 
drinking — was eventually 
dragged out of the theatre 
by her security staff. Mitch 
blames Blake Fielder-Civil, 
the singer’s ex-husband 
who she recently recon¬ 
ciled with, for her wild be¬ 
haviour 

A source told the Daily 


Star newspaper: “Her dad 
thinks her current behav¬ 
iour is due to spending 
time with Blake again. 

“After just one day in 
Blake’s presence, Amy re¬ 
verted back to her wild 
ways. Amy had really 
changed over the last few 
months and was getting 
her life back on track.” 

METRO 
NEWS 
SERVICES 


Murphy’s death 
raises drug 
speculations 


the plot thickens As the details of Brit¬ 
tany Murphy’s are sorted out, some doc¬ 
tors are speculating that a combination 
of prescription drugs was behind the ac¬ 
tress’ heart attack earlier this week. 
“When you have a 32-year-old person dy¬ 
ing suddenly, and especially a celebrity 
in Los Angeles, you can place your bet 
down that it’s going prove to be a case of 
acute combined drug toxicity,” Dr. Cyril 
Wecht tells the CBS Early Show. Mean- 
. while, Murphy’s husband, 
1 Simon Monjaclc, was appar- 
■ ently left out of her will, as 
Jshe wrote it before they 
were married, according 
E! News. “She left 
everything to her moth- 
|er,” a source says. 

METRO WORLD NEWS 



Freeman jet set 

mile high club Avid pilot Morgan Free¬ 
man bought himself a new plane for 
Christmas. The actor purchased an SJ30, 
said to be “the world’s fastest, longest- 
range and highest-flying light jet,” from 
Emivest, an investment firm in Dubai, 
according to Gulf News. 



METRO WORLD 
NEWS 



L A & B O Y 

FURNITURE GALLERIES® 

902-450-2227 36 Otter Lake Court. Bayers Lake Park 
www.lazboy.com/halifax 
Comfort is what we do! 


Beyonce and Jay-Z try on each other’s names 


SAY MY NAME... OK, AND HIS NAME 

too Beyonce Knowles and Jay-Z 
are to change their names, fe- 
malefirst.co.uk reports. The 
couple, who married in 
April 2008, are to take on 
both of their respective sur¬ 
names in order to keep the 
singer’s parental line from 
dying out. 

Jay-Z — whose real name 
is Shawn Carter — will now 
be known as Shawn 
Knowles-Carter, while Bey¬ 
once is to become Beyonce 
Knowles-Carter. 

A source told the Daily Star 


newspaper: “They want to keep 
Knowles because Beyonce’s par¬ 
ents didn’t have any sons and 
they’re keen to keep the name 
going strong, espe¬ 
cially if they don’t 
produce any 
children them¬ 
selves.” 

Earlier this 
week, the 
Knowles 
family suf¬ 
fered a 
blow when 
it was an¬ 
nounced 



that Beyonce’s parents Tina 
and Mathew would be divorc¬ 
ing after 29 years of marriage. 
In October, rumours surfaced 
that Mathew may have 
been unfaithful, with a 
paternity suit filed by 
Alexandra Wright 
claiming he was the 
father of her un¬ 
born child — an 
allegation he 
has denied. 

METRO 
NEWS 
SERVICES 


Summer wedding 
bells for Britney? 

JUST REMEMBER WHAT HAP¬ 
PENED LAST TIME YOU 

proposed, brit Britney 
Spears has been touring 
Beverly Hills jewelry 
stores shopping for 
engagement rings — only 
her boyfriend, Justin Traw- 
iclc, doesn’t know about it, 
according to In Touch 
Weekly. “Britney is ready 
to marry Jason,” a 
source says “She 
wants to be with him 
24/7.” The source 
adds that Spears is 
hoping for a 
summer wedding. 

METRO WORLD NEWS 


Jake mourns broken 
heart with guy pals 

fake relationship blues Jake Gyllenhaal is 
licking his wounds after his split from 
Reese Witherspoon by reportedly vacation¬ 
ing with pals at the Post Ranch Inn in Big 
Sur, Calif., the very spot he 
planned to propose to his ex, 
according to Popeater. 

“It’s so sad watching his 
friends try to cheer him up in 
the infinity pool 
when you know it 
was Reese that 
was supposed to 
be next to him 
wearing a dia¬ 
mond ring,” a 
source says. 

METRO WORLD 
NEWS 




Celebrity tweets 



Sean Combs keeps it clean, Stephen Fry is dis¬ 
connecting for the holidays, Diablo Cody 
knows how to keep herself motivated, and 
John Mayer is very strict about 
Christmas songs. 

• Qiamdiddy Takin a bath. Its a 
nightly ritual! Its like getting bap¬ 
tized!!! 

• Qstephenfry Far away from London 
now. Christmas has started. No phone 
reception. Hesitant internet. Cut off from the 
world for a week. Makes me happy. 

Odiablocody I listen to “Maniac” from Flash- 
dance all the time. It makes me type really fast 

• Qjohncmayer I don't 
care what anyone 
says, holiday mu¬ 
sic was made to 
be played on the 
saxophone and 
that's that!!! 

METRO 
WORLD r 
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TWN incorporates MSC data 


Today 

Cloudy 

IV -3° 


Friday 

Variable 

2° / -3° 


Saturday 

Partly cloudy 

2V 0° 


TAKE THE WEATHER 
WITH YOU 

visit mobile.lheweathernetwork.com 


For more delicious Metro recipes, visit: metronews.ca/food 


Sudoku 


For more/less challenging Sudoku puzzles, visit metronews.ca 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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1 Org. that 
caught Dillinger 
4 Carpet type 
8 Criticism 

12 Bradstreet 
partner 

13 Franc 
replacement 

14 Lasso 

15 Helped 

17 Do as you’re 
told 

18 Greek 
mountain 

19 Cunning 
21 Buxom 

24 Nevertheless 

25 Illustrations 

26 Conger, e.g. 
28 Bottom point 
32 On in years 
34 Victory 

36 — Strauss 
jeans 

37 Groucho’s 
“tattooed lady” 
39 .Spacecraft 
compartment 

41 Enervate 

42 Energy 
44 Kind of 


PREVIOUS DAY’S CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 



A 

V 

i 

D 


G 

A 

s 

P 

□□□ 

N 

1 

N 

E 


A 

P 

s 

E 

□□□ 

N 

A 

N 

C 

Y 

D 

R 

E 

W 

□□EE 

U 



K 

E 

G 




□ 

L 

A 

S 


S 

E 

R 

U 

M 

HO BE 

U 

P 

O 

N 


T 

O 

R 

E 

□□□ 

s 

P 

R 

E 

E 


A 

G 

0 

□□□□ 


S 

T 

A 

N 


R 

E 

W 

□□□□ 

s 


A 

R 

C 

O 




□ 

A 




R 

O 

0 

0 

nn 

[SB BE 

C 

0 

0 

0 

Y 


0 

0 

0 

ubuu 

□□□□ 

□DOB 

DODD 

mmm 

□□□ 


i 

4 

5 

9 

6 

8 

3 

7 

2 

3 

7 

9 

1 

2 

5 

4 

6 

8 

2 

6 

8 

3 

7 

4 

1 

9 

5 

7 

9 

2 

5 

4 

3 

6 

8 

1 

5 

8 

4 

6 

1 

2 

7 

3 

9 

6 

3 

1 

8 

9 

7 

5 

2 

4 

9 

2 

6 

7 

5 

1 

8 

4 

3 

4 

5 

3 

2 

8 

6 

9 

1 

7 

8 

1 

7 

4 

3 

9 

2 

5 

6 


On the web 


For more games and 60 additional daily 
cartoon strips, visit metronews.ca 



entertainment 39 


Take Five 


inspiration 

21 Canaanite idol 

46 Do anew 

22 Excessive 

50 Petrol 

revelry 

51 Finished 

23 Evergreen 

52 Withstood 

type 

56 Catchall abbr. 

27 Back talk 

57 Pace 

29 Stopped 

58 Blunder 

30 Terrible guy? 

59 Otherwise 

31 Mature 

60 Small 

33 Tie breaker? 

salamanders 

35 Affirmative 

61 Rotation 

action 

duration 

38 Help 

40 0 through 9 

■ down 

43 Combine 

1 Med. watchdog 

45 Anatomical 


duct 

2 Clear the tables 

46 “When in —, 

3 Put one’s foot 

...” 

down 

47 Satan’s 

4 Elmo’s street 

specialty 

5 Shack 

48 Disarray 

6 Belligerent 

49 Canadian flag 

Olympian 

symbol 

7 Devout 

53 Perch 

8 Direct, as an 

54 Historic time 

attack 

9 Earring site 

10 Tarzan’s clique 

11 Singer Alicia 

16 Altar 
affirmative 

20 Longing 

55 Parched 


Metro Recipe of the Day 



Lemon Garlic 
Mussels 

Submitted by: 

Tammy Roy, St. Thomas, 
ON 

INGREDIENTS: 

-2 Tablespoon olive oil 
-1 Cup vidalia onion 
diced 

-1 chili pepper, sliced in 
half 

-1 bay leaf 

-8 Clove garlic, minced 
-1 Tablespoon fresh pars¬ 
ley 

-1 Tablespoon tarragon, 
rough chopped 
-1 Tablespoon oregano, 
rough chopped 
-1 Tablespoon thyme, 
rough chopped 
-1 lemon, juice of 
-1/2 Cup white wine 
-2 1/2 Pound mussels, 
scrubbed and discard any 
that are not alive 
-3 Tablespoon butter 
-fresh herbs (to garnish) 
-sliced lemon (to garnish) 


METHOD: 

1. Pour olive oil to cover 
bottom of a large pan. 

2. Add onions, chili pepper 
and garlic - saute until 
translucent. 

3. Add herbs, lemon and 
wine. 

4. Add mussels - cover and 
steam for 5 minutes until 
all are opened. 

5. Remove mussels to a 
large bowl. 

6. Keeping the juice in the 
pan, whisk in the butter 
and pour over the 
mussels. 

7. Garnish with herbs and 
lemon. 

SERVES 4 

PREP TIME: 15 MINUTES 
COOK TIME: 10 MINUTES 


7-Ommio 

SUPPER CLUB 


20 Minute Supper Club helps you get 
dinner ready in a snap. Sign up for 
quick and delicious recipes, cooking 
and food tips. It’s free at 20 minute 
supperclub.com 


Horoscopes by Sally Brompton saiiybrompton.com 


For Sally’s expanded daily and weekend horoscopes, visit metronews.ca 


ARIES /TN 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 yjy 

Just because it’s the holiday 
season does not mean you 
should give up on your efforts 
to impress employers and oth¬ 
er important people. 

LIBRA 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 

You will have to deal with 
someone you would prefer to 
avoid, someone whose attitude 
you find difficult to take. 


0 


TAURUS r\ 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 v£/ 

With Pluto power on your side 
there is nothing you cannot do 
or possess. The only danger is 
you might be a bit too imperi¬ 
ous and turn off people. 

SC0RPI ° (m) 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

You will be extraordinarily gen¬ 
erous today but make sure it is 
only your friends who benefit 
from your munificence. 


0 


GEMINI 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 

Look in the mirror and be hon¬ 
est about what you see. Eveiy- 
one has faults, but not eveiy- 
one has the ability to recognize 
them. 

SAGITTARIUS 

NOV 23-DEC 21 

You don’t have to ask anyone’s 
permission to make the major 
changes that you desire. On the 
contraiy, they’ll work out if 
you seize the initiative 


CANCER 

JUNE 22-JULY22 

It may be the case that you are 
expected to do something to¬ 
day that goes against the grain, 
that compromises your values. 
Value your principles. 

CAPRICORN Ov 

DEC 22-JAN 20 \J%/ 

Your confidence will go 
through the roof between now 
and the new year. You’ll feel as 
if you could take on the world 
and win - and you can. 


LEO 

JULY 23-AUG 23 

The planets indicate you have 
been working too hard and 
need a rest, but you are unlike¬ 
ly to get one until you change 
your attitude. 

AQUARIUS Pi 

JAN 21-FEB 18 \^/ 

It’s okay to be secretive, espe¬ 
cially if what you are planning 
has the potential to upset those 
you live or work with. 


VIRGO P 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 

Don't waste time woriying that 
what you are planning may not 
be possible, just get on and do 
it and before you know it you’ll 
be flying. 

PISCES 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

Take the initiative in group ac¬ 
tivities and don’t be afraid to 
tell others what they have been 
doing wrong. 


TAKE A BREAK 
FROM WORK 

Visit metronews.ca to watch 
metrmtubeoftheday 



HMM M 
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FREE“FREE 


This day in history 


1955 - NORAD Tracks Santa for the first time in what will become 
an annual Christmas Eve tradition. 

1968 - Apollo Program: The crew of Apollo 8 enters into orbit 
around the Moon, becoming the first humans to do so. They per¬ 
formed 10 lunar orbits and broadcast live TV pictures that became 
the famous Christmas Eve Broadcast, one of the most watched 
programs in histoiy. 

2003 - The Spanish police thwart an attempt by ETA to detonate 
50 kg of explosives at 3:55 p.m. inside Madrid's busy Chamartm 
Station. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 
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MORE GO. LESS DOUGH. 

LOWEST PAYMENTS OF THE YEAR! 


2010 f>oi\jti/vc: 


SEDAN 

INCLUDES: 

•2.2L Ecotec 155 hp Engine 

• CD Player with MP3 Playback & iPod® 
Audio Input Jack 

• Driver Information Center 

• Rear Spoiler 

• Automatic Headlamps 

• Variable Intermittent Wipers 

• Plus More! 

SE model with Podium Edition 
Package shown.^ 



* 12.915 


■J 

CASH PURCHASE PRICE 



OR STEP UP TO THE 

2010 PONTIAC G5 SE 


CASH PURCHASE PRICE 

* 14,369 

Freight not included 



CASH PURCHASE PRICE 
HEAD CURTAIN SIDE IMPACT AIRBAGS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
16" ALUMINUM WHEELS 
REMOTE KEYLESS ENTRY 
POWER DOOR LOCKS 
HP/TORQUE 
POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 


COMPARE, AND YOU WILL KNOW 


2010 PONTIAC 

G5SE 


$14,369** 


$15,849* 



Not Available 


Optional 


15" Steel 


Not Available 


138/136 


5-yea r/160,000 km 


5-year/100,000 km 


$15,990* 


Standard 


Optional 


15" Steel 


Not Available 


Not Available 


140/128 


5-year/100,000 km 


INCLUDES $1,000° HOLIDAY BONUS! 


PONTIAC 


With More than $2,000** in additional features than Hyundai or Honda 


tt Value of additional features based on dealer pricing. Vehicle comparison is based on 2010 G5 SE (2AL69/2AL37 
ISA), 2010 Elantra L Sedan (D4T) and 2010 Civic DX Sedan (FA1529EX).** Vehicle specification and purchase price 
according to the information available on the manufacturer's website at time of printing. 


W'/XNXE 



y 


5-DOOR 
INCLUDES: 

• Peppy 1.6L 4 Cylinder Engine 

• CD Player with MP3 Playback 
& iPod® Audio Input Jack 

• Driver’s Seat Height Adjuster 

• 60/40 Split-Folding Rear Seat 

• Fog Lamps 

• Plus More! 

SE model shown.^ 

★★★★★ FIVE-STAR SAFETY RATINGY 


CASH PURCHASE PRICE 

$ 10,949 


r J 

Freight not included 




BI-WEEKLY 

with $0 down payment 
and purchase financing 
for 84 months 


INCLUDES $1,000 G HOLIDAY BONUS! 



0 


B %‘ 

PURCHASE 

FINANCING FOR 36 MONTHS! 


VISIT YOUR LOCAL MARITIME PONTIAC • BUICK • CMC I 
DEALER OR SEE THE FULL LINE-UP AT 


MARITIMEPONTIAC.CA 


THE BEST COVERAGE IN CANADA 

C YFAPQ • POWERTRAIN COMPONENT LIMITED WARRANTY 
y_ ■ • ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 

160,000 KM -COURTESYTRANSPORTATION 




i CM pays the first 

rsrimw) 2 monthly + a 

V anmnccaJ ^ payments A 






































































